JOSHUA

Lesson 7 – Chapter 22-24
“An Invitation to Celebrate Withness”
I. REVIEW

A. Overview:

1. Theme:  Possessing our Given Inheritance: A call to restoring our Place


2. Key words: City/Land; Give; Possess; Inheritance; Serve; Priest; I will be with you



3. Purpose: To encourage us to engage with strength and courage because He is with us



4. Verses:  Joshua 1:8-9;  Joshua 24:13-14


B. The Inheritance of Who We Are



1. Created in the image of God: US – Trinitarian relationship of a priest



2. Created to fill a Place of delight, abundance and freedom – growing it from garden to city


C. Preparing for Possession



1. Be encouraged by the “withness” of God



1. Be encouraged by Joshua’s (Jesus’) strength and courage – He holds on, is aware for us



2. Be engaged by following in strength: committed to holding on; in courage: acknowledging










tendency to independence


D. The Necessity of vulnerability



1. acknowledging our harlotry & choosing to connect to God for life



2. acknowledging our priesthood means holding on to Him and “going first”



3. fulfilling our priesthood will mean a cutting away (leaving) and a healing process

E. Undoing my Creation



1. means He must reverse the creation process we’ve created in building independence



2. means exposing our hidden spoils, ways of self-satisfying ourselves



3. means getting rid of the ways I steal God’s right to decide what is good life for us

F. Restoring Our Good Word



1.  Words are the power of our priesthood



2.  The good word is Trinitarian (God is a party to ALL conversation, known or not)



3.  The good word upholds life…and God will fight to restore it to us


G. Carrying the Good Word On



1.  Applying it to the systems of our culture (empire) requires us to cut out using “they” language



2.  Means applying His Word as living, actively speaking to our “now”



3.  Disregarding His Word as in the present leads to compromise, oppression and assimilation


H. Settling into Security


1. embracing new life means joining God in creating safe places out of our rubble


2. establishing safe places requires an open invitation to grace



3. ensuring models of service means keeping both humility and dependence alive
II. WHERE WE’VE BEEN, WHERE WE’RE GOING                    


       
A. The opening call: Be Strong & Courageous
1.  Be strong = chazaq = hold fast, hang tight to God
2.  Be courageous =amats = be alert to own loose grip, to what God is doing to restore grip
B. Why the call?
1. Battles
2.  Building
C.  What is He doing?


1.  Chosen:   choosing and anointing


2.  Battles:  undressing and washing


3.  Building:  dressing and consecrating

D.  The invitation


God chooses YOU to be a priest


God battles . . . and invites us to join with Him in battle




God builds . . . and invites us to build with Him





And now God invites us to choose with Him . . .
To posses our inheritance – to live in it – to celebrate – to “keep the feast of the priest”

III. PRESERVING UNITY WITH EACH OTHER




        JOSH 22
A. Be Courageous  (alert to the possibility of disunity even in “good times”)    :1-6

B.  Be Strong (hold fast to Shiloh)    :7-13


1. covering our tendency to war



2. exposing our ability to be priest-like 

C.  Be an Invitation  -  “go first”       :15-21


1. Do you want to disconnect?

2.  please don’t disconnect

3.  a generous invitation to join with them

D.  Fruits of going first     :22-34
1. creates a safe place for:

i. humility, w/o defensiveness

ii. vulnerability/honesty

2. multiplies the invitation

i. we want to stay connected

ii. we need you too

iii. please join us:   help us to keep accountable and honor Lord as God





3.  Experience Trinitarian relationship




i.  restored communion   



ii.  a lifting up of each other   



iii.  separation averted   

IV.  PRESERVING UNITY WITH THE LORD




JOSH 23


A.  Be Courageous (alert)     :1-5


1. To what He has been doing:  fighting for your priesthood



2.  To what He has promised to continue to do: fight for your priesthood




i. by presenting you battles to join in with Him




ii. by presenting you rubbled places where you can build with Him


B.  Be Strong  (very firm = chazaq)      :6-11


1. by staying in present conversation with Him



i.  so that you don’t become a part of the “nations”


2.  by clinging to the Lord = cleaving



Jn 17:20-21  “That they all may be one; as Thou Father art in me and I






In Thee, that they also might be one in us, that the world






Might believe that Thou has sent me”



3.  by remembering/reviewing what He has done




i. driving out some of your independence




ii.  making you courageous/powerful  (“no man stand before you”)




iii.  fighting for you



4.  by loving Him = ardent and vehement inclination

i. of the mind  (a choice of the will)

ii. of the heart (a tenderness of affection) 


C.  Refusing the Invitation of “transactional nations”     :12


1. to come back


2.  to cling


3.  to intermarry


4.  to become a part of them  (associate)


D.  The Poison of Going Back      :13-16


1.  loss of freedom, safe place:   snare, trap, whip, thorns



2.  loss of inheritance, possession = perish off good land


3.  loss of God’s good




= left as you are:  NOT RESTORED

V.  PRESENTING YOURSELF FOR SERVICE




JOSH 24


A.  Be Courageous (alert, aware that is has been God’s power from beginning)


1.  That brought you




i. from far away  :3



ii. out of bondage   :5



iii. into a land   :8


2.  That gave you




i. a destroyed enemy   :8




ii.  delivery from curse   :9-10




iii.  a land of abundance   :13


B.  Be Strong     :14


1.  with an awe that produces sincerity = whole heart  and truth = faithfulness  that 



     enables a true priestly service

C.  Choosing Invitations         :15-16


1.  in the context of Shechem 


2.  a mutually exclusive proposition




i.  no middle ground



ii.  there is no synchretism 



i. an invitation to conformity





squeeze, shape and mold yourself to match the picture




a. the goal is becoming the best Me





b.  achieving the goal, the good life is done by effort





c.  means being your own source of wholeness





d.  results in a separation from Him 



ii.  an invitation to transformation





let your mind, heart be changed, restored





a.  the goal is becoming US





b.  trusting that God is fighting for my restored priesthood and







           building me into a free and safe place





c.  believing that the stress of battles and building is good, is life





d.  results in a joining with Him




( which invitation is “reasonable”?

Rom 12:1  “I urge you therefore brethren, by the mercies of God,  to present your bodies as a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service of worship.  And do not be
Conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind…”


D.  The Stone that Stands Still     :21-27


1.  Passing the baton of priesthood to the people


2.  Renewal of commitment 




i.  they rely on a commitment to strive to be priests




ii.  the power will come from their own words



iii.  a stone will serve as witness 



iv.  Joshua tries to urge them toward letting their hearts be renewed





-because a commitment to do will always fail





- but a commitment to BE WITH allows for alternative power




. . . “repent”  =  change your mind
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