JOSHUA

Lesson 2 – Chapter 2-5
“Opened to Healing: The Necessity of Vulnerability”
I. REVIEW

A. Overview:

1. Theme:  Possessing our Given Inheritance: A call to restoring our Place


2. Key words: City/Land; Give; Possess; Inheritance; Serve; Priest; I will be with you


3. Purpose: To encourage us to engage with strength and courage because He is with us


4. Verses:  Joshua 1:8-9;  Joshua 24:13-14


B. The Inheritance of Who We Are



1. Created in the image of God: US – Trinitarian relationship of a priest



2. Created to fill a Place of delight, abundance and freedom – growing it from garden to city


C. Preparing for Possession



1. Be encouraged by the “withness” of God



1. Be encouraged by Joshua’s (Jesus’) strength and courage – He holds on, is aware for us



2. Be engaged by following in strength: committed to holding on; in courage: acknowledging










tendency to independence

II. THE NECESSITY OF VULNERABILITY


                    

 

A. What vulnerability looks like


1. Rahab







Josh 2



i. acknowledging who we are:




ii. leaving the culture of transaction




iii. declaring God as the source of life



iv. treating others with chesed




v. asking for help



2. Priests







Josh 3



i. lifting up God, holding on to Him



ii. “Going first” 




iii. Standing still



3. Representatives






Josh 4



i. Going back into the river bed




ii. Collecting reminders




iii. Beginning to build the garden-city



4. People







Josh 5




i. submitting to circumcision




ii. resting in the healing process




iii. celebrating the fruits of new life




iv. recognizing the place as holy
** teach dance


B. How we are able to be vulnerable


1. Because God has made an opening in the wall . . .


Josh 2



with a “scarlet thread”



2. Because God has made a way through the rocky flood waters . . . 
Josh 3



with waters held back to reveal dry ground



3. Because God has provided us with building materials . . .

Josh 4



with stones smoothed by the waters



4. Because God has offered to cut us open . . .



Josh 5



with the flint knife of circumcision to make way for healing union

C. Why we would want to be vulnerable


1. Because we will experience  life 




Josh 2:9, 11


2. Because we will experience His leading



Josh 3:4


3. Because we will experience His “withness”



Josh 3:7


4. Because we will experience wholeness



Josh 3:10; 5:8,9


5. Because others will be able to see God’s “chazaq” – 


Josh 4:24
    His mighty ability to hold on to them

III.  RECEIVING THE STONE GIFTS

1. Stone walls:







Josh 2
a. Do I see the openings/weaknesses in my walls as a gift?
2. Stones from the floods:






Josh 3, 4
a. Do I see the overwhelming floods of life as places to stand firm in my
priesthood and rest?
b. Do I see the stones shaped by the floods as gifts to share?
3. Stony knives:







Josh 5
a. Do I see cuts, wounds and exposure as places of healing?
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