JOSHUA

Lesson 0 - Overview

“The Inheritance of Who We Are”

I. OVERVIEW

A. Theme:  Possessing our Given Inheritance: A call to restoring our Place

B. Key words: City/Land; Give; Possess; Inheritance; Serve; Priest; I will be with you

C. Purpose: To encourage us to engage with strength and courage because He is with us

D. Verses:  Joshua 1:8-9;  Joshua 24:13-14

II. WHO WE ARE





                        GEN 1, 2 (REV 21

A. Created to be:


1. US



“Let US create man in our image”
i.Trinitarian relationship of God

a. Gives value to the other

b. Each is seen as valuable from the relational actions of holding up the other

ii.a person/parson is created to mirror that: offers up another

c. to lift up, hold up the weight of another to the source is to give oblation, do the job of a priest

d. to do so connects 3 in union



2. in a PLACE



i. of intentional delight



ii. of abundant provision



iii. of abundant freedom, choice


B. Created for:


1. receiving another as US



i. “bone of my bone…”


2. filling (building) the garden place




i. multiplying images, “US’s” in a delightful place


3. growing it into a city



i. of US’s as an open delightful place
III. A MODEL









A. Of “US”


1. God says He will make Israel into a kingdom of priests, a holy nation  (Ex 19:6

B. Of PLACE


1. God says He will dwell with them in a specific place  (Deut 12:5)




(a place He will cut His name into)
IV. BUILDING THE MODEL







A. A Process


1. of progressive revelation:  little by little


2. from concrete to abstract: like raising up a child

B. Molding the Model of US: Genesis (Deuteronomy (Torah)


The Torah tells God’s story: This is who I Am - the giver of life: Trinitarian relationship. Here’s what it looks like to receive that connection, life and here’s what it looks like to choose independence. I will follow you into whatever you choose, to continue to woo you back to Me and to who I made you to be. But, I will not strive with you forever – a continual refusal will eventually force me to give you what you ask for: independence from Me-life.  In effect, God is molding, teaching a people to become US


1. Genesis: the God who breathes His very life into us – giving it as a gift


2. Exodus: a life of independence leads to oppression and death – He wants to lead us out


3. Leviticus: the priesthood – an invitation to come near, return to Him in union



4. Numbers: recap of Exodus and Leviticus, reminding that life is only found in Him


5. Deuteronomy: a path to restoring our humanity: love God, love neighbor – receive
    the gift of being US

C. Molding the Model of PLACE: Joshua(II Chronicles


1. the state of the Garden



i. overgrown with weeds, thorns




ii. needs to be cleaned out before it can be seeded with US



2. the reality of current occupants



i. Amorites/Canaanites – generic terms




ii. the “iniquity of the Amorites…” Gen 15:16u



iii. city-states: walled/independent/secluded/self-governing/”successful”



3. the fight




i. is necessary




ii. is communal




iii. is led by Joshua




iv. will require strength and courage

V. LIVING IN THE “ABSTRACTLY NEW DIMENSION” 
(i.e. Kingdom)



              



A. The WHO:  US as priests  (not me as a priest)

B. The HOW: building, creating with words

B. The WHERE: PLACE- our hearts/lives where God dwells   



I Cor 3:16, Eph 3:17, 2 Cor 3:3


D. The WHAT:  Receiving the Gift of WAR



1. Direction: following Joshua


2. Foe:  “city-states”




i. any ways that seek to wall-up, protect independence, seclusion, promote

                                          US/Them mindset, attitudes of ‘against’, unwillingness to receive




ii. NOT people  (Jesus revealed the kingdom as one of healing, tearing down    

                                           barriers between people – this tearing down of barriers, though, will be a 

                                           battle)



3. Scope:  both societal and personal




i. systems of injustice – wall-building




ii. personal ways of wall-building


E. The WHY:  to join in Restoring Reality



1. Becoming who we really are




i. means receiving the gift of being made in His image




ii. which also means receiving the gift of His “withness”




iii. which also means receiving the gift of others as US

in other words, to become fully, wholly (holy) human means to embrace, possess our inheritance of communal priesthood.
But, embracing who you are will mean cutting out, cleaning up the place – utterly destroying the ways that obscure, cover up God’s Presence in each of us.  All this so as to support an environment where seeds can be planted to grow more US.



2. …which enables us to do, fulfill our purpose:



i. fill the place




ii. build the city

VI.  STONES OF INHERITANCE

A. We are building a City with stones of being –



1. Places where we embody our priesthood, offering up others, offering up creation, as

                            having worth – lifting their weight=glory to their source


B. These are memorial stones –



1. These moments of priesthood, declaring “it is good…God is in this place  (and I
 didn’t even know it!”) is a memorial, because we are remembering Reality: who we
 are, who God is and the pleasantness of the abundant Garden growing into an open
 City


C. But they can also be cast stones –



1. We throw away these building stones when we try to pull someone, (or myself,)

    down, de-value them, make them feel worthless, less, or separate, inferior because 
   we are denying our own priesthood, our very own humanity, and refusing to build 
   the city. We are instead building a city-state of our own with walls to keep “them”
   out, denying both of us reality.


            2. When I refuse to let others say mass for me, offer me up, be my priest by secluding

                             myself, being independent, refusing help. In this case (and in the case where others

                  
   are not filling their role as my priest) I will try to offer up myself, show my own 



   worth – but the Trinitarian US is missing, and the seeds that are sown will only 


   produce city-states that will eventually crumble

So, Joshua is about RESTORING OUR PRIESTHOOD PLACE:


-recognizing God’s special presence HERE


-uncovering the truth of that with strength and courage  (the battle)

-marking the times/experiences of recognition with stones of remembrance, like Jacob, so 

 that we live in the light of the truth
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