MATTHEW

Lesson 12 – chapters 22-23

“Restoring the Inclusive Invitation: Let’s Celebrate!”

I. REVIEW


A. Theme:  Come, Follow, Learn . . . the Kingdom of Heaven is here


B. Perspective: Religious – schooled in separating holy from unholy


C. Purpose: To “Re-Tie” (religio) Reality: to experience heaven and earth together,







    Finding the holy in the common







    Finding compassion in the law







    Finding truth in relationship


D. The Kingdom IS …



Jesus reveals the kingdom that has always been, by re-living their history fully connected to God


E. The ANNOUNCEMENT of the Kingdom



“The war is over! Change your mind!”


E. The BLESSINGS of the Kingdom



The Kingdom is for those who are empty and unable, so Jesus fills them to overflowing


F. The MISSION of the Kingdom



The Kingdom works to heal, dismantling barriers in order to restore access to relationship


G. The AUTHORITY of the Kingdom



The Kingdom has only one authority, so letting go of expectations and coming with Him as He leads gives



me rest and eyes to recognize the real Kingdom


H. The Kingdom IS . . .



1) mysteriously hidden  2)radically catholic  3) paradoxically effective  4) opposed


I. The RISK of the Kingdom: death awaits



Called to give up our lives in order to give out, move forward, stay attached, be continually filled


J. the BOXLESS Kingdom



The Kingdom is not a place of formulas in a box which help us to please God while we hold our lives safely in our

control; rather a community of professional lovers willing to give their lives away because they trust God’s restoration

K. the GRACE of the Kingdom


The Kingdom’s only “game” is grace, so the King seeks only those who need it: little ones, stray ones, offending ones

L. Restoring True Kingdom Authority



Changing Pictures: from a king who conquers to a king who carries others burdens; from a temple that holds



debt to a temple that frees

Jesus’ triumphal entry spoke judgment on the temple system – THIS IS NOT WHAT IT WAS MEANT TO BE- it had become the place were debts were recorded and forgiveness had been made into a transaction(so He overturned the tables, threw out the controllers of the system, effectively making the temple obsolete with the halting of sacrifices. As He stood in the temple he allowed in the blind and lame, healing them and let the children shout hosannas! Here indeed the temple had been restored –IN HIM, He became a place where heaven met earth and healing touch released the bonds and freedom was granted to be “little ones” and cry out for help.

NOW, Jesus means to do the same type of thing to the religious hierarchy – Pharisees, et al – restoring what God intended Israel itself to be: a royal priesthood meant to serve. But first it would need to know on what basis they had been called, understanding the brotherhood that is the only “hierarchy” there is in the kingdom.
II. PARADIGMS AT ODDS: INCLUSION vs. EXCLUSION

A. The Wedding Feast








22:1-14



1. The invitation




i. Celebration of joy: 2 becoming 1





UNIty – the goal of Eden’s restoration; Meal (covenant) and Dancing (freedom)



ii. Extravagant abundance





this is a royal wedding



iii. inclusive invitation: invite, invite, invite





anybody found – which means these were the “least”





(to be a “guest” = to recline as a corpse  (come as one who has nothing to







offer, in order to receive joy of life)


2. The Response




i. unwilling to come





a. paid no attention   invitation was unimportant





b. went their way (to own kingdoms)    invitation was unappealing – their






own kingdoms were more important focus




c. seized slaves






so they wouldn’t bother them anymore, drag them away from 






their agendas/kingdoms




ii. unwilling to participate





a. not dressed






king would have provided royal robes of his own for guests who






would not have such finery




b. speechless






=muzzled; he had no reason not to be dressed properly, so it was







a conscious decision: wanted to wear his own clothes, not










losing his identity;  or










wore work clothes so to be ready










to work for whatever he received; 










or didn’t want to look “silly”







(chose not to receive gifts of royal clothes not earned










      celebration: food and dancing




c. thrown to outer darkness






In God’s jealousy for intimate relationship He will not allow






anyone to spoil the joy of celebration for those who want the






relationship. This man chose not to celebrate, not to receive the






gift.  The “gnashing of teeth” indicates an inward regret – he






threw away the only party invitation there is.

** story of “Murder Mystery” party


      book club invite



(inclusion before exclusion:  “many are called, but few chosen” =to choose oneself






=abundant altogether



all were included, the king sacrificed his best to give the privilege of association (friend),











extravagant meal (covenant)











chance to freely dance



the exclusion comes from not wanting to be included on the basis of grace






(I want to look good; look unique; be shown worthy – I don’t want







to look like a “dead beat”!)

B. The Trapping Feast
   testing = involves entangling person to discover weakness, strength)
22:15-46



1. The hunt  (trap, test, question)



i. Hunt to confront: seeking separation





each group was purposeful in hunting Jesus down b/c they already had





decided He was on the wrong side and they wanted Him to separate Himself –





justifying and proving themselves right



ii. Scarcity (dualistic thinking)





they live in an either/or society. One thing is right, the other wrong. Paradox





is not “realistic” in their world



iii. testing to exclude  they weren’t testing out of wrestling, desire to know – but to






fulfill their own agenda: get rid of what is causing disturbance



This is the opposite of the invitation to feast, where there was: a seeking to invite;




Abundance to share; food and dancing to participate in together all as equal guests

The Pharisees aim with purity was a struggle to maintain Jewish identity and realize national liberation, so they were not only concerned with personal purity, but a cleansing against paganism. Philo says they were “full of zeal for the laws…who have their eyes upon transgressors and are merciless towrd those who subvert the laws”



2. Question and Response #1




i. from Pharisees and Herodians





religious + political – these would be enemies, distrustful of each other –





this tells you what a perceived threat the new paradigm was to all hierarchy

but they want both sides present so whatever He answers will give one of





the groups reason to sentence him (treason or blasphemy)



ii. lawful to pay tax to Caesar?




iii. purpose: to “prove” Jesus, in order to exclude  him and outsiders/rebels”



iv. Jesus response: give to Caesar; give to God





Both:  eiken=image  - give back to God His images – all men – don’t restrict





their access to me – stop separating, excluding


3. Question and Response #2




i. from Sadducees




ii. marriage in resurrection?





Mocking idea of resurrection as silly



iii. purpose: to “prove” Jesus, in order to exclude




iv. Jesus response: God is God of life  new life





if you think resurrection is silly, then you believe God is silly, finite –





no different than gods of other lands – stop trying to separate God from life,





and thus God from man


4. Question and Response #3




i. from Pharisees    separate from Herodians here – don’t need them anymore



ii. Greatest command?




iii. Purpose: to “prove” Jesus, in order to exclude





if He answers Love God (which would be there answer), then they will be able





to justify their actions – they are protecting His holiness when they exclude





men, hunt down their lawlessness, disregard as secondary. If He answers with





any other answer they can be justified in sentencing Him as a heretic who does





not love (or teach love of God) above all else.



iv. Jesus response: Love God, Love others





BOTH.  Jesus says both are equally important, you can’t disconnect man from





God, b/c its God’s whole purpose to re-connect


5. Question and Response #4




i. from Jesus




ii. Whose son is the Christ?




iii. Purpose: to invite questioners to a different paradigm





You’re thinking in a box, but the Kingdom is wholly different. If you separate





people from God you may miss God’s coming to you.  The “littleness” of a





son may turn out to be the King of the king.



iv. Questioners response: unable to answer; cease questioning





unwilling to wrestle in order to keep their paradigms in tact.



When we work from a paradigm of exclusion, we eliminate (for us and others):




Joy   -   Freedom   -   Abundance
II. CHOICES AT ODDS: SEPARATING vs GATHERING



Woe = wrath + pain, anger + sorrow


A. Judgment: choosing for self & others





23: 1-33



1. Seating yourself for honor: a decision for separation




(wearing proud religious clothing; special treatment; special titles)




when I seek out honor, respect I necessarily want to be different, separate from others




i. building own kingdom of respect and success





I do/say “good” for my own benefit  (to make me feel acceptable to God and man




ii. burdening others to build own kingdoms





tie up = to be a binder, captor, enchain a prisoner





“do this” and you will be deemed good and worthy like me




(Oh, you don’t spend 8 hours studying Bible? You don’t go to church 3 xs…)



This is exactly opposite of a guest at the wedding feast: given clothes of host, given seat



amongst everyone else, called a guest like everyone else --  and all thrilled to have that



privilege to honor and celebrate the king’s son.



2. Shutting off the Kingdom: a decision for separation




i. not entering (declining the invitation)





building my kingdom (doing ‘good’ to be accepted) is more important, vital





than receiving grace-an undeserved welcome of my emptiness




ii. not allowing others to go in (undressed at the wedding)





“enter my joy” – but if I’m sitting in the banquet in my own clothes (work





clothes or own identity/not silly) then I’m quenching the joy of others.





I also do this in my declining, b/c I say I’m good, worthy b/c of the way I





Keep the law and I don’t need grace – so it stops others from seeking grace





And keeps them striving



3. Standardizing “holy living” by yourself: a decision for separation




i. your prayers over helping widow




ii. your travel to make own disciple





becomes son of hell b/c he follows in your footsteps of separating




iii. your rules around rules which separate further from the God who




      invites emptiness and littleness





(gold of temple, sacrifices on altar put focus on man’s contribution while





neglecting the sacrifice God makes in order to restore relationship)




iv. your tithing of luxuries while neglecting mercy





these were not required offerings (dill, cumin…) but said more about





your abundance,  and yet you don’t have enough to help little ones with





justice, mercy or trust God for continued care if I give it away. – you





trust yourself instead to manage so you have enough. Result is a separation





of yourself from others, yourself from God





each of these choices build YOU up, make you feel holy, while





separating others from you and from God 



4. Self-indulgence: a decision for separation   (attempts to make yourself feel good)





remember robbers den – it hides God’s property behind transactions




i. robbery: by deceit (dishonest about your inabilities and need-appear beautiful)





to indulge your kingdom building tells others that this is a beneficial way to





live – seeming like you are never needy, never need grace




ii. robbery: by obscuring the invitation  (with a hunt rather than a celebration)





“here’s what you should be doing. Aha! You’re not matching up!”




iii. robbery: by forcing an impossible standard (appear righteous)





striving for perfection, “holiness” rather than resting in the grace of everyday


B. Lament: the sacrifice of choosing to invite and gather



23:34-38



1. Continuing to send prophets, wise men and scribes: a decision to gather     still inviting




i. lamentable b/c response will be rejection




(all the blood will be on this generation – b/c Israel is the representative of the




world.  This is a foreshadowing of Jesus taking on Israel’s identity [which of course He




has been doing all along, re-living their history], absorbing all




she has been and do what she could not do – die to all her falseness, her separateness




from God, her prideful independence, her refusal to receive the blessing to be a blessing –




so that the blessing of new life can go forth)




The picture of a hen gathering her chicks speaks of a farmyard fire where a hen will




cover her chicks to protect them from the fatal fire, while she herself burns to death



2. Desire to invite to Himself: a decision to gather




i. lamentable b/c their response has been an unwillingness to come



3. Acceptance of their littleness: a decision to gather   I want you as children




i. lamentable b/c their response is an unwillingness to see their own littleness



4. Sacrifice in order to protect: a decision to gather   I will give my life to ensure your life




i. lamentable b/c their response is an unwillingness to give up independence



(a furious lament: their unwillingness to receive their inclusion, and so excluding themselves




from the only real life there is!

III. HOPE

When you recognize Jesus as the King Messiah you will experience His reign- life!

Jesus was not calling for an abandonment of Judaism, but a call to become the true returned-from-exile people of the one true God.

A “religious people”  aka Pharisees et al, TEST in order to EXCLUDE: entangle, imprison to discover what evil or good is in them

But Jesus says there is a new way, a different way, a restored way to be the restored people of God: TOUCH, INVITE in order to INCLUDE: this frees a person from bonds that kept him at a distance

** Read Christianity Today article “Welcome and Include”

What Jesus was to Israel the church must now be for the world.
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