MATTHEW

Lesson 14 – chapters 26-28

“Re-Tying Reality, At Last”

I. REVIEW


A. Theme:  Come, Follow, Learn . . . the Kingdom of Heaven is here


B. Perspective: Religious – schooled in separating holy from unholy


C. Purpose: To “Re-Tie” (religio) Reality: to experience heaven and earth together,







    Finding the holy in the common







    Finding compassion in the law







    Finding truth in relationship


D. The Kingdom IS …



Jesus reveals the kingdom that has always been, by re-living their history fully connected to God


E. The ANNOUNCEMENT of the Kingdom



“The war is over! Change your mind!”


E. The BLESSINGS of the Kingdom



The Kingdom is for those who are empty and unable, so Jesus fills them to overflowing


F. The MISSION of the Kingdom



The Kingdom works to heal, dismantling barriers in order to restore access to relationship


G. The AUTHORITY of the Kingdom



The Kingdom has only one authority, so letting go of expectations and coming with Him as He leads gives



me rest and eyes to recognize the real Kingdom


H. The Kingdom IS . . .



1) mysteriously hidden  2)radically catholic  3) paradoxically effective  4) opposed


I. The RISK of the Kingdom: death awaits



Called to give up our lives in order to give out, move forward, stay attached, be continually filled


J. the BOXLESS Kingdom



The Kingdom is not a place of formulas in a box which help us to please God while we hold our lives safely in our

control; rather a community of professional lovers willing to give their lives away because they trust God’s restoration

K. the GRACE of the Kingdom


The Kingdom’s only “game” is grace, so the King seeks only those who need it: little ones, stray ones, offending ones

L. Restoring True Kingdom Authority



Changing Pictures: from a king who conquers to a king who carries others burdens; from a temple that holds



debt to a temple that frees


M. the INCLUSIVE Kingdom



The king has already included all of us on His guest list for the wedding – it is ours to refuse or accept


N. the Kingdom is COMING



Be ready with: expectancy; receptivity of blessings to bless; sight for “least ones”

II. FINDING THE HOLY IN THE COMMON


The Devotion








A. Jesus RECEIVES anointing
… contrasted with transaction of Judas
26:6-16


1. Simon the lepers home     vs      court of high priest



2. woman pours out costly perfume      vs     Judas seeks to get money for himself




(Receiving death into life


The Passover Meal

B. Jesus promises HEALING          . . . contrasted with disciples’ falling away
26:17-35



1.  seeks to be WITH disciples        vs.  Judas seeking to be away from Jesus



2. took bread, blessed, broke and gave; and wine




i. sharing His brokenness: the covenant walk




ii. eating His body: the manger




iii. the Eucharist: His healing ministry  (Eu = good   charis = grace gift; thanks; joy)





a. He sees our need and offers us food





b. He “caresses” us as we eat His body, healing the barrier





c. He speaks words to fill us w/ comfort, compassion “I am here with you” in 

your veins


(A Meal of Death into Life:



a meal of Receiving Grace: healing touch



a meal of Thanksgiving: for seeing and meeting our needs



a meal of Rejoicing: in reconciliation of relationship


3. Forgiveness given             vs.          Disciples to fall away, deny



i. for all peoples



ii. for all times: past, present, future



iii. utterly pardoned, always needing pardon



(death to transactional commitment into life of Jesus’ commitment for us


The Garden


C. Jesus WRESTLES to obedience       . . . contrasted with disciples sleep

26:36-46



1.  Jesus desires His disciples WITHNESS in His suffering   vs.   disciples sleeping



2. Jesus experiences emotional and mental distress



3. Jesus wrestles: asks in vulnerability and honesty



4. Jesus decides, in communion w/ Father, how to face suffering: as God’s good will




i. “My Father” – identifies God as one who provides, protects, loves




ii. “Take this cup” – cup of God’s wrath on all separateness, barriers put up against realit




iii. “Yet not my will, but yours”  -  learned obedience



(death to own will into life of God’s will

III. FINDING COMPASSION IN THE LAW
The Arrest and Trial


A. Jesus SUBMITS without use of “power”  . . . contrasted with all using power     26: 47-27:14



1. Jesus rebukes use of force        vs. disciple who uses sword to protect life



2. Jesus refuses to defend self from death       vs.   Judas, Israel and Rome using their “power”









     to bring about their pix of life



3. Jesus invites instead, to re-think           vs.  Soldiers mocking, trying to incite violence




i. “So you have said”




ii. “You shall see” – look for Son of Man enthroned/become king



( death to defending self into inviting others to life 


The Crucifixion


B. Jesus TRUSTS God   . . . contrasted with mocking and threat


27:15-56



1.  Absorbs all evil, in trust as       vs.    “King of Jews” mockery, pushing away evil




as King of Jews












2.  Questions forsakenness, yet still trusts  (Ps 22)



3. Yields His Spirit, trusting




(side of Adam)



4. Results:  

torn curtain  -  sin is cancelled, barrier is opened, heaven and earth rejoined

shaken earth, split rocks, opened tombs  -  everything is affected when barriers are broken


( death to distrust, unbelief into life of trusting God’s good

IV. FINDING TRUTH IN RELATIONSHIP


The Burial


A. Jesus is PREPARED for new life   . . .contrasted with a securing against new life    27:57-66



1. Allows one to care for Him as newborn          vs.     using power to prevent a new life



2. what man means for evil, God means for good –



     the sealing makes certain the truth of resurrection



(Death to control into life provided


The Resurrection


B. Jesus HEALS, RESTORES   . . . contrasted with bribes against good news

28:1-15



1. First day of week: first day of new creation       vs.   Keep old creation in tact



2. tomb open, angel seen: earthquake and light     vs.   don’t let anyone know




-“end times” signs 



    “Go, tell”



3. Jesus raised 




vs.  soldiers like dead men



4. Jesus still heals:  




i. He speaks words of comfort: greetings




ii. He allows them to touch Him




iii. He sees them in their fear and speaks again “Do not fear”




iv. He commands the spreading of the healing:  “Go, tell my brothers”



5. Result: Worship – Yes! God is WITH US!



(Death to old creation into life of new creation


The Commission


C.  Jesus MULTIPLIES the family   . . . continuing the genealogy of Jesus Christ 
28:16-20


1. Starts where healing ministry began – in Galilee  (at Mt. of Beatitudes?)



2. All authority is given Me on heaven and earth:  Kingship has begun of restored Kingdom



3. So, …




i. Disciple all nations    -   you now have my right and ability to bring healing




ii. Baptize – give them new identities as children of the Father, brothers of the Son,






inheritors of the family Spirit




iii. Teach – the family work of reconciliation, that which flows out of our own






filed emptiness, littleness



(Live the new life!
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