MATTHEW

Lesson 11 – chapters 20-21

“Trusting Authority”

I. REVIEW


A. Theme:  Come, Follow, Learn . . . the Kingdom of Heaven is here


B. Perspective: Religious – schooled in separating holy from unholy


C. Purpose: To “Re-Tie” (religio) Reality: to experience heaven and earth together,







    Finding the holy in the common







    Finding compassion in the law







    Finding truth in relationship


D. The Kingdom IS …



Jesus reveals the kingdom that has always been, by re-living their history fully connected to God


E. The ANNOUNCEMENT of the Kingdom



“The war is over! Change your mind!”


E. The BLESSINGS of the Kingdom



The Kingdom is for those who are empty and unable, so Jesus fills them to overflowing


F. The MISSION of the Kingdom



The Kingdom works to heal, dismantling barriers in order to restore access to relationship


G. The AUTHORITY of the Kingdom



The Kingdom has only one authority, so letting go of expectations and coming with Him as He leads gives



me rest and eyes to recognize the real Kingdom


H. The Kingdom IS . . .



1) mysteriously hidden  2)radically catholic  3) paradoxically effective  4) opposed


I. The RISK of the Kingdom: death awaits



Called to give up our lives in order to give out, move forward, stay attached, be continually filled


J. the BOXLESS Kingdom



The Kingdom is not a place of formulas in a box which help us to please God while we hold our lives safely in our

control; rather a community of professional lovers willing to give their lives away because they trust God’s restoration

K. the GRACE of the Kingdom


The Kingdom’s only “game” is grace, so the King seeks only those who need it: little ones, stray ones, offending ones
II. DEFINING TRUE AUTHORITY



A. GIVES grace to all  (parable of the laborers)





20:1-16



1. First laborers come in transaction mode



2. Rest of laborers see the work as a gift


B. ABSORBS transactions, RESTORES life





20:17-19



1. the worst that transactional life can do:




i. condemnation




ii. mocking




iii. scourging




iv. crucifixion



2. getting rid of that life enables:




i. a raised life, new life


C. HUMBLES self – allowing Father to make the decisions



20:20-23



1. Warns them not to choose a transactional discipleship

2. Doesn’t see His own obedience as a transaction



3. Doesn’t see His relationship with the Father as a bargaining chip


D. SERVES with compassion







20:24-28


1. Worldly power seeks to control



2. Godly power seeks to serve in order to heal, restore


III. ESTABLISHING AUTHORITY


A. Into Jerusalem: Overturning the picture of king




21:1-11


1. Gentle:



2. On a donkey:




i. a colt, with the mother donkey




ii. burden carrier




iii. animal of peace time



3. Crowds hailing:




i. Oh save!




ii. Son of David




iii. coats and branches thrown down


B. Into the Temple: Overturning the picture of God




21:12-17


1. Judging the old system:




i. closing up the robber’s den




ii. stopping the system



2. Gracing us with a new system:




i. filling the empty space with blind and lame




ii. making room for children’s cries

IV. RESPONDING TO AUTHORITY


A. Challenging authority







21:18-27


1. For purpose of submitting to authentic authority  (parable of fig tree)




i. seeing that trusting your own authority doesn’t bring life




ii. by receiving faith




iii. so as to get rid of distrust



2. For purpose of preserving own authority





i. by fearing loss of power source




ii. by fearing loss of power base




iii. by working to justify own way of life



B. Choosing authority

(parable of two brothers)



21:28-32



1. Accepting true authority: trusting 




i. not works




ii. not repentance




iii. only faith

· He alone has the right and ability to restore all things, including you

· So behavior follows, b/c He knows what He’s doing


2. Rejecting true authority: distrust in grace




i. say I accept authority




ii. resentful of grace


C. Co-opting authority


(parable of vinegrowers)


21:33-46



1. Seeing the stewardship of the mystery of salvation as your property



2. seizing the mystery by violence



3. retreating from battle



4. chooses a wretched/separated end
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