MATTHEW

Lesson 9 – chapters 16-17

“Sons of Jonah – Slowly Learning to Be Thrown out of the Box”

I. REVIEW


A. Theme:  Come, Follow, Learn . . . the Kingdom of Heaven is here


B. Perspective: Religious – schooled in separating holy from unholy


C. Purpose: To “Re-Tie” (religio) Reality: to experience heaven and earth together,







    Finding the holy in the common







    Finding compassion in the law







    Finding truth in relationship


D. The Kingdom IS …



Jesus reveals the kingdom that has always been, by re-living their history fully connected to God


E. The ANNOUNCEMENT of the Kingdom



“The war is over! Change your mind!”


E. The BLESSINGS of the Kingdom



The Kingdom is for those who are empty and unable, so Jesus fills them to overflowing


F. The MISSION of the Kingdom



The Kingdom works to heal, dismantling barriers in order to restore access to relationship


G. The AUTHORITY of the Kingdom



The Kingdom has only one authority, so letting go of expectations and coming with Him as He leads gives



me rest and eyes to recognize the real Kingdom


H. The Kingdom IS . . .



1) mysteriously hidden  2)radically catholic  3) paradoxically effective  4) opposed


I. The RISK of the Kingdom: death awaits



Called to give up our lives in order to give out, move forward, stay attached, be continually filled
II. THE SIGN OF JONAH


A. Current Story: Pharisees & Sadducees and Their Box



16:1-12


1. A Religious box: attention to formula living for personal holiness



2. The threat grows: joining forces



3. Calling for proof: we have the right box!


B. Context Story: Jonah & His Box




 

Jonah 1-4



1. A call to follow



2. another rocky boat



3. “throw me out”



4. changing mind in death



5. thrown up to new life



6. Learning the compassion of God


C. Christ’s Story: Peter Lets Go of the box





16:13-20



1. Seeing the Christ: Simon, son of Jonah becomes a rock



2. Jesus builds a “church” = assembly of free people



3. Jesus empowers His church


D. Church’s Story: WrestlingWith the Box





16:21-28



1. Death and resurrection: still and always



2. Breaking the habit of grasping



3. Losing to find: the only way to live in a boxless kingdom

III. THE SIGN OF THE SON


A. Current Story: “Let’s Build Boxes!”





17:1-4



1. Jesus shines – 



2. Moses and Elijah appear



3. Peter proposes: 3 separate boxes


B. Context Story: Purposeful & Temporary Boxes




Deut 18; Mal 4



1. Moses’ mission



2. Elijah’s mission



3. Jesus’ mission


C. Christ’s Story: No More Boxes






17: 5-13



1. The voice: listen to the Son!



2. Disciples fall



3. Jesus touches, “Get up!”



4. Waiting for Resurrection


D. Church’s Story: Still Wrestling with the Box




17:14-27



1. The lunatic box




a. healing fails




b. an unbelieving and perverted generation



3. Slow growth




a. Jesus MUST die and be raised




b. Disciples grieved, but not preventing



4. The fishing box: learning and discerning when to open the box




a. the religious kingdom




b. freedom of sons




c. using freedom for sake of others
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