MATTHEW

Lesson 7 – chapters 13

“Parables of the Kingdom”

I. REVIEW


A. Theme:  Come, Follow, Learn . . . the Kingdom of Heaven is here


B. Perspective: Religious – schooled in separating holy from unholy


C. Purpose: To “Re-Tie” (religio) Reality: to experience heaven and earth together,







    Finding the holy in the common







    Finding compassion in the law







    Finding truth in relationship


D. Verse:  Matt 19:21-26  “…if you wish to be complete, go and sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you shall have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.’ But when the young man heard this statement, he went away grieved; for he was one who owned much property. And Jesus said to His disciples, ‘Truly I say to you, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. And again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.’ And when the disciples heard this, they were very astonished and said, ‘Then who can be saved?’ And looking upon them Jesus said to them, ‘With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.’”


E. Genealogy as Gospel – new beginnings where I am with you always


1. The lineage of Jesus sets forth the character of God: 

a. Grace – always the first word. He alone is the initiator

b. Judgment – a result of not receiving grace

c. Faithfulness – always the last word. His actions always sandwich our actions



2. The birth of Jesus sets forth the gift of God: 




a. receiving life through paradox




b. radical rescue




c. mysterious restored union



3. The revelation of Jesus as King sets forth the invitation of God:




a. Come away from your need to be right




b. Come away from your fear of losing control




c. Come away from your boundaries for truth




d. Come away from your complacency in knowledge


F. Announcing…ready for the Kingdom



1. the Preparation: “The war is over! Change your mind!”



2. the Emancipation: Jesus commits to be ‘with us’ in re-living our history




a. bring life out of death – baptism




b. receiving power out of dependence – fasting for temptation




c. bringing unity out of diversity – building with the least


G. Changing our minds about how the kingdom works – Jesus re-imagines 10 Commandments



1. Commandments become blessings



2. Outsiders become insiders



3. Blessings overflow to fill up law


H. Rebuilding the House of Blessing



1. Warning against using the Blessings for ourselves:




a. as applause (validation)




b. as safety net (for eventual provision)




c. as building blocks for my own kingdom



2. Learning to live the Blessings as ways of blessing




a. letting God define our desires: from validation to connection




b. letting God define our needs: from unmet desires to Him




c. letting God define our will: from building our kingdom to building His house


I. The Mission of the Kingdom: Restoring Relationship



1. Healing the physical reveals deeper barriers that cut others off from relationship:




a. physical appearance; race; weakness; fear; emotional instability; inability to be independent;




    useless to society; not measuring up to religious standards; falling apart life; inability to understand



2. Healing the physical also reveals the deepest needs:




a. touch




b. words




c. to be seen




d. all which communicate that someone wants to be with them despite the barriers



3. We are called to carry on the kingdom mission by reaching past barriers, communicating that



     we want to be with them


J. The Authority of the Kingdom: There is only One



1. Changing our minds: going from expectations to expectancy




a. means letting go of your expectations as the standard for life




b. means letting Him reveal the life of the kingdom when and how He wants



2. Making up our minds: going from knowledge to revelation




a. means seeing that being “for” the kingdom is still a separate place and is really against 




b. means choosing to be “with”, giving up our authority to direct and being willing to let Him teach along way

II. SPEAKING IN PARABLES


A. A means, not an end



1. displaying by example the inability to fill an already filled placed

B. Understanding comes from emptiness


1. not having “much property”, expectations, pictures of what life should look like

III. The OVERVIEW PARABLE  (seeds in different grounds)  THE KINGDOM IS . . .

A. The Sower and the Seed = Father and His Incarnate Word – Jesus, King of Kingdom



1. what is done with seed:  sown/buried



2. where it is sown: everywhere



3. its inherent effectiveness: it grows in all cases


B. The Soils: different ways of receiving the word (kingdom)



1. by road (not buried): carried by birds . . . to be planted elsewhere




i. expectation of independence




ii. growth given elsewhere



2. rocky places: barrier of affliction, persecution






i. expectation of comfort




ii. growth for very short time




3. thorny place: barrier of worry & wealth




i. expectation of control, predictability




ii. growth doesn’t reach full potential



4. good soil: no barriers




i. no expectations, no owning of a picture




ii. growth is productive, beneficial, full


C. The Essential Marks of the Kingdom



1. mysteriously HIDDEN -



2. radically CATHOLIC –



3. paradoxically EFFECTIVE – 



4. OPPOSED – 

IV.  . . . OPPOSED (Parable of Tares)


A. Interpretation


B. What’s to be done? Response to opposition



1. refrain from pulling up by force



2. allow both to grow together




aphesis = Let Go-





=Forgive-



3. don’t worry



4. know you’ll shine  ………..

V.  . . . paradoxically EFFECTIVE  (Parable of Mustard Seed)


A. Contrasting the weed parable


B. Effectiveness in size and value


C. Producing a TREE!

VI.  . . . radically CATHOLIC  (Parable of leaven)


A. A picture of creation


B. Yeast works wholly


C. The breath of yeast: bread

VII.  . . . mysteriously HIDDEN  (Parable of treasure in field & pearl)


A. Something buried: unrecognizable as of value - death

B. Worth everything: nothing more valuable

C. Where life is found: so buy it, consume it


D. Gives life that overflows: care for the whole field


E. As a Pearl: the very gate

VIII.  A SUMMARY PARABLE  (Parable of the Dragnet)


A. Hiddeness revealed


B. The whole is gathered


C. The dragnet draws it all up, out of water


D. Opposition revealed in the sorting

IX.  RESPONDING TO THE KINGDOM


A. A Deficient Response



1. does not impede the kingdom’s fulfillment



2. does impede us:  




i. our enjoyment of His achievement




ii. our fullness, completion


B. A Needed Response: Abiding in the Power of the Word means:



1. Dying to expectations of independence, comfort, control




i. God has spread His seed on you




ii. Be unresistant  (He’s giving you life!)



2. Dying to expectations of judgment – separation




i. God will take care of the sorting Himself




ii. Be patient  (He is!)



3. Dying to expectations of certainty & predictability




i. God is sovereignly in control of restoring 




ii. Be consuming all as good, life-giving



4. Dying to expectations of using worldly tactics




i. God alone knows how to defeat evil




ii. Be forgiving  (that’s how He works!)


C. A Joyful Result



1. Becoming a disciple – gives full authority over treasures of kingdom



2. A scribe-disciple – sees fuller, richer value of the treasures

X.  A PARABLE LIVED OUT


A. Jesus hometown sees but does not see


B. Expectations in place


C. Rejects what doesn’t match: “took offense”


D. Unbelief resists the blessings that bring life
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