MATTHEW

Lesson 5 – chapters 8-10

“The Healing Mission”

I. REVIEW


A. Theme:  Come, Follow, Learn . . . the Kingdom of Heaven is here


B. Perspective: Religious – schooled in separating holy from unholy


C. Purpose: To “Re-Tie” (religio) Reality: to experience heaven and earth together,







    Finding the holy in the common







    Finding compassion in the law







    Finding truth in relationship


D. Verse:  Matt 19:21-26  “…if you wish to be complete, go and sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you shall have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.’ But when the young man heard this statement, he went away grieved; for he was one who owned much property. And Jesus said to His disciples, ‘Truly I say to you, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. And again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.’ And when the disciples heard this, they were very astonished and said, ‘Then who can be saved?’ And looking upon them Jesus said to them, ‘With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.’”


E. Genealogy as Gospel – new beginnings where I am with you always


1. The lineage of Jesus sets forth the character of God: 

a. Grace – always the first word. He alone is the initiator

b. Judgment – a result of not receiving grace

c. Faithfulness – always the last word. His actions always sandwich our actions



2. The birth of Jesus sets forth the gift of God: 




a. receiving life through paradox




b. radical rescue




c. mysterious restored union



3. The revelation of Jesus as King sets forth the invitation of God:




a. Come away from your need to be right




b. Come away from your fear of losing control




c. Come away from your boundaries for truth




d. Come away from your complacency in knowledge


F. Announcing…ready for the Kingdom



1. the Preparation: “The war is over! Change your mind!”



2. the Emancipation: Jesus commits to be ‘with us’ in re-living our history




a. bring life out of death – baptism




b. receiving power out of dependence – fasting for temptation




c. bringing unity out of diversity – building with the least


G. Changing our minds about how the kingdom works – Jesus re-imagines 10 Commandments



1. Commandments become blessings



2. Outsiders become insiders



3. Blessings overflow to fill up law


H. Rebuilding the House of Blessing



1. Warning against using the Blessings for ourselves:




a. as applause (validation)




b. as safety net (for eventual provision)




c. as building blocks for my own kingdom



2. Learning to live the Blessings as ways of blessing




a. letting God define our desires: from validation to connection




b. letting God define our needs: from unmet desires to Him




c. letting God define our will: from building our kingdom to building His house
II. MISSION OF THE KINGDOM : RESTORING RELATIONSHIP (Wholeness)


A. Jesus world

B. Jesus heals


1. Leper




i. Reveals deeper barrier:




ii. Reveals deepest need:



2. Roman Centurion’s son/servant




i. Reveals deeper barrier:




ii. Reveals deepest need:



3. Peter’s mother-in-law




i. Reveals deeper barrier:




ii. Reveals deepest need:



4. Disciples in the violent storm




i. Reveals deeper barrier: 




ii. Reveals deepest need:



5. Violent Demoniacs




i. Reveals deeper barrier:




ii. Reveals deepest need:



6. The Paralytic




i. Reveals deeper barrier:




ii. Reveals deepest need:



7. Calling the Tax-Collector




i. Reveals deeper barrier:




ii. Reveals deepest need:



8. Call to Fast




i. Reveals deeper barrier:




ii. Reveals deepest need:



9. Dead girl, Dying woman




i. Reveals deeper barrier:




ii. Reveals deepest need:



10. Blind men, Deaf mute




i. Reveals deeper barrier:




ii. Reveals deepest need:



( “I am with you” established in experience


C. Jesus and . . .


1. relationship key



2. no guarantee


D. Jesus sends


1. Same world – same mission



2. where: lost sheep of Israel



3. what: heal, raise up, cleanse, cast out = reconcile, get rid of barriers


4. how: just as you have received: freely = without deserving 


5. with what: free dependence 

i. relationship – can’t restore relationship outside of relationship

ii. w/o coercion – can’t force relationship


6. results of healing: an upsetting of status quo; “them” becoming “us” will always






be jarring, so always possibility of backlash


7. encouragement to keep on: relationship with the Father meets your real need
II. MISSION EXPANDS

A. Growing world – growing needs


1. “Go therefore and make disciples, baptizing and teaching… and lo, I am with you always”



2. addressing more than physical illness


B. Growing disciples: WE heal


1. ministry of reconciliation (II Cor 5:18)



2. Revealing barriers:



3. Revealing need:


C. Me and . . . 



1. Revealing character



2. Letting them hear and see
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