MATTHEW

Lesson 4 – chapters 6 & 7

“Rebuilding the House of Blessing”

I. REVIEW


A. Theme:  Come, Follow, Learn . . . the Kingdom of Heaven is here


B. Perspective: Religious – schooled in separating holy from unholy


C. Purpose: To “Re-Tie” (religio) Reality: to experience heaven and earth together,







    Finding the holy in the common







    Finding compassion in the law







    Finding truth in relationship


D. Verse:  Matt 19:21-26  “…if you wish to be complete, go and sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you shall have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.’ But when the young man heard this statement, he went away grieved; for he was one who owned much property. And Jesus said to His disciples, ‘Truly I say to you, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. And again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.’ And when the disciples heard this, they were very astonished and said, ‘Then who can be saved?’ And looking upon them Jesus said to them, ‘With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.’”


E. Genealogy as Gospel – new beginnings where I am with you always


1. The lineage of Jesus sets forth the character of God: 

a. Grace – always the first word. He alone is the initiator

b. Judgment – a result of not receiving grace

c. Faithfulness – always the last word. His actions always sandwich our actions



2. The birth of Jesus sets forth the gift of God: 




a. receiving life through paradox




b. radical rescue




c. mysterious restored union



3. The revelation of Jesus as King sets forth the invitation of God:




a. Come away from your need to be right




b. Come away from your fear of losing control




c. Come away from your boundaries for truth




d. Come away from your complacency in knowledge


F. Announcing…ready for the Kingdom



1. the Preparation: “The war is over! Change your mind!”



2. the Emancipation: Jesus commits to be ‘with us’ in re-living our history




a. bring life out of death – baptism




b. receiving power out of dependence – fasting for temptation




c. bringing unity out of diversity – building with the least


G. Changing our minds about how the kingdom works – Jesus re-imagines 10 Commandments



1. Commandments become blessings



2. Outsiders become insiders



3. Blessings overflow to fill up law
II. Jesus Continues Restoration


A. Of Israel ( disciples


B. Of Israel’s role ( priests


C. Of Israel’s blessings ( as blessings

III. Jesus Begins to Rebuild The House: Learning to Live the Blessings as Ways of Blessing

A. Not as Theater . . . for applause






6:1-18



1. Righteousness =




i. how not to use it:




ii. how to use it:




iii. purpose:



2. Prayer =




i. how not to use it:




ii. how to use it:




iii. purpose:



3. Fasting =




i. how not to use it:




ii. how to use it:




iii. purpose



4. Looking for . . . Validation




i. I’ll define what it looks like




ii. I’ll look for it from others




iii. Jesus says it is defined and found in the Father



. . .but as restoration of Godly Desire for Connection
B. Not as Safety Net . . . for storage





6:19-34



1. Storing treasures =




i. how not to use them:




ii. how to use them:




iii. purpose:



2. Cross-eyed looking =




i. how not to use them:




ii. how to use them:




iii. purpose:



3. Thought about provisions =




i. how not to use them:




ii. how to use them:




iii. purpose: 



4. Looking for . . . Needs to be Met




i. I’ll define what my needs are




i. I’ll look to meet them for myself, using others if necessary




iii. Jesus says they are defined and met in the Father



. . . but as restoration of Godly Need for Dependence 


C. Not as Building Blocks . . . for building my own kingdom (cruise liner)

7:1-29



1. Not Judging =




i. how not to use it:




ii. how to “use it”:




iii. purpose: 



2. Asking =




i. how not to use it:




ii. how to use it:




iii. purpose:



3. Listening = 




i. where not to be led:




i. who not to be led by:




ii. who to be led by:




iv. purpose: 



4. Looking for . . . My Good to Be Done




i. I’ll define what my good is




ii. I’ll use others to get it




iii. Jesus says the good is defined and met in the Father’s will



. . . but as restoration of Godly Will to Build His House
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