MATTHEW

Lesson 3 – chapter 5

“Breathing Kingdom Air”

I. REVIEW


A. Theme:  Come, Follow, Learn . . . the Kingdom of Heaven is here


B. Perspective: Religious – schooled in separating holy from unholy


C. Purpose: To “Re-Tie” (religio) Reality: to experience heaven and earth together,







    Finding the holy in the common







    Finding compassion in the law







    Finding truth in relationship


D. Verse:  Matt 19:21-26  “…if you wish to be complete, go and sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you shall have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.’ But when the young man heard this statement, he went away grieved; for he was one who owned much property. And Jesus said to His disciples, ‘Truly I say to you, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. And again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.’ And when the disciples heard this, they were very astonished and said, ‘Then who can be saved?’ And looking upon them Jesus said to them, ‘With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.’”


E. Genealogy as Gospel – new beginnings where I am with you always


1. The lineage of Jesus sets forth the character of God: 

a. Grace – always the first word. He alone is the initiator

b. Judgment – a result of not receiving grace

c. Faithfulness – always the last word. His actions always sandwich our actions



2. The birth of Jesus sets forth the gift of God: 




a. receiving life through paradox




b. radical rescue




c. mysterious restored union



3. The revelation of Jesus as King sets forth the invitation of God:




a. Come away from your need to be right




b. Come away from your fear of losing control




c. Come away from your boundaries for truth




d. Come away from your complacency in knowledge


F. Announcing…ready for the Kingdom



1. the Preparation: “The war is over! Change your mind!”



2. the Emancipation: Jesus commits to be ‘with us’ in re-living our history




a. bring life out of death – baptism




b. receiving power out of dependence – fasting for temptation




c. bringing unity out of diversity – building with the least
II. Base Camp – a foundation of “Loving God”


Jesus re-lives history… reimagining creation, re-creation, exodus and wilderness

A. Through ‘repentance’ = a change of mind

B. Through ‘baptism’ = incarnate identification, death 


C. Through wilderness fasting and temptations, life

(all bringing us to dependent connection to God and His benevolent rule

III. Up on the Mountain  -  changing our mind about how the kingdom works

5:3-14


Jesus continues to re-live history…reimagining  10 Commandments up on Mt. Sinai


A. What is found in the kingdom: commandments become blessings



1. Belonging



2. Comfort



3. Inheritance of earth



4. Full satisfaction in submission



5. Mercy



6. Sight



7. Adoption/family



8. Belonging



9. Purpose: bringing out the deliciousness of life



10. Purpose: making Father seen


B. Who is found in the kingdom



1. those who don’t have what it takes to belong – outsiders



2. those who continually grieve



3. those who are weak, powerless



4. those who continually hunger for God’s rule



5. those who give mercy



6. those who have left the question of “what about me?” behind



7. those who are always looking for reconciliation



8. those who are derided because they prefer God’s rule over their own



9. those who bring a test-taste of the kingdom



10. those who are always revealing God in His kingdom


C. What is true of the kingdom dwellers now



1. God is on their side = blessed



2. They breathe kingdom air/rhythm



3. It is impossible for them not to enhance the deliciousness of kingdom life



4. It is impossible for them not to make Father seen

IV. Down in the Land – changing our mind about how Law works


Jesus establishes way of life in the kingdom (what it looks like if we’re breathing kingdom air)


A. Law fulfilled

1. “Resurrection”  raising the law to life

i. deeper meaning

ii. deeper obedience

2. “Relocation” of authority

i. “you have heard it said”

ii. “but I say to you”


B. Blessings fill to overflow law



1. Breathing in the air of new life

i. Receiving the “God with us” in Jesus re-living our history with “repentance”





(the baptism of connection)




ii. Receiving the “God on our side” in our poverty & emptiness





(the blessing of dependence)


2. Breathing out that dependent connection:  (loving others)


i. Anger is Murder: 



a. what it is




b. what it does: disconnects …




c. driving us to choose:

+stay in my cruise liner kingdom:

-I cover up my inability and attempt to keep kingdom intact 

-using world’s methods I take it as mine





+ Be with Him in His kingdom:

 -I encounter my lack of breath, emptiness (I can’t fix this)






poor spirit crushed; mourning; weak






-I am filled with God’s presence – belonging, comfort, ….






- I can breathe out RECONCILIATION

ii. Lust is Adultery: breathe out DISCIPLINE


a. what it is:


b. what it does: disconnect…


c. driving us to choose:



iii. Respectable Divorce is forced Adultery: breathe out FAITHFULNESS




a. what it is




b. what it does: disconnects…




c. driving us to choose:



iv. Vows are permission to Lie: breathe out SIMPLE, HONEST SPEECH



a. what it is:




b. what it does: disconnects…




c. driving us to choose:



v. Personal Justice is Transactional: breathe out GIFT




a. what it is:




b. what it does: disconnects…




c. driving us to choose:



vi. Hating Enemy is Conditional Love: breathe out LOVE



a. what it is:




b. what it does: disconnects…




c. driving us to choose:
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