MATTHEW

Lesson 2 – chapters 3 & 4

“Announcing…”

I. REVIEW


A. Theme:  Come, Follow, Learn . . . the Kingdom of Heaven is here


B. Perspective: Religious – schooled in separating holy from unholy


C. Purpose: To “Re-Tie” (religio) Reality: to experience heaven and earth together,







    Finding the holy in the common







    Finding compassion in the law







    Finding truth in relationship


D. Verse:  Matt 19:21-26  “…if you wish to be complete, go and sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you shall have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.’ But when the young man heard this statement, he went away grieved; for he was one who owned much property. And Jesus said to His disciples, ‘Truly I say to you, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. And again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.’ And when the disciples heard this, they were very astonished and said, ‘Then who can be saved?’ And looking upon them Jesus said to them, ‘With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.’”


E. Genealogy as Gospel – new beginnings where I am with you always


1. The lineage of Jesus sets forth the character of God: 

a. Grace – always the first word. He alone is the initiator

b. Judgment – a result of not receiving grace

c. Faithfulness – always the last word. His actions always sandwich our actions



2. The birth of Jesus sets forth the gift of God: 




a. receiving life through paradox




b. radical rescue




c. mysterious restored union



3. The revelation of Jesus as King sets forth the invitation of God:




a. Come away from your need to be right




b. Come away from your fear of losing control




c. Come away from your boundaries for truth




d. Come away from your complacency in knowledge
II. THE ANNOUNCER







Mt 3:1-12





A. Prepares us for freedom


1. By getting our attention:




i. place: wilderness




ii. appearance: Elijah




iii. crying: Isaiah



2. By calling for action:




i. Repent! = Change your mind!




ii. The old ways of thinking don’t work 



3. By announcing good news:




i. Kingdom of heaven is here




ii. The war is over, you’ve been released




iii. not a prescription for release


4. By giving us practice of the truth:




i. Baptism – 

a. always reserved for proselytes

b. for identifying with leaving old life, entering new life (Exodus)




ii. Confession of sins – my old ways of life that kept me in some measure of control


B. Warns us against disdaining freedom


1. To the religious – those who hold on to the rules as a means of control



2. Cannot  celebrate new life while refusing to leave the camp (no truce, surrender)



3. The camp will be set on fire

III. THE EMANCIPATOR  (taking on our story)




Mt 3: 13-4:25

A. Shows us His paradoxical ways: BAPTISM FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS


1. “Repents” for us



2. “Dies” for us



3. “Rises” for us – to give us new life:




i. windows of heaven opened





-re-tying reality




ii. dove Spirit appears





-power of peace




iii. Father speaks




-loved son, “it is good”


B. Shows us His Radical ways: FASTING FOR TEMPTATION


1. Empties Himself for us – 

i. brought to wilderness by Spirit (after the Exodus)

ii. 40 days of fasting brought hunger

iii. in vulnerable, weak position

2. Fills Himself for us  (with faith in God to provide), when confronted with devil


i. Stone to bread – get what you need



a. the Exodus parallel: “we’re hungry..let’s go back to Egypt where at least






we had good food”  Ex 16


a. “Man does not live by bread alone”



b. a question of letting physical needs dominate rather than God’s promises to



    care for us


ii. Throw yourself down – demand visible presence



a. the Exodus parallel:  “Is God with us or not?”   Ex 17

b. “You shall not test the Lord”



c. a question of  letting our need to see how God is working dominate rather



   than God’s promise to always be with us


iii. Honor me – get your own kingdom now



a. the Exodus parallel: “Moses has been gone a long time. Let’s make 






ourselves a god who will go before us”  Ex 32



b. “You shall worship and serve God only”



c. a question of letting our need to have our lives perfected now (my own 

    kingdom) dominate rather than God’s promise to reconcile all things in His 

    kingdom


C. Shows us His Mysterious ways: TEAMING UP WITH THE LEAST FOR BUILDING KINGDOM


1. Lives for us




a. by living amongst diversity of men

b. by coming to fishermen, inviting followers




b. by being involved with every kind of brokenness (religious, physical, mental)




    and restoring wholeness
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