MATTHEW

Lesson 1 – chapters 1 & 2

“A New Beginning”

I. REVIEW


A. Theme:  Come, Follow, Learn . . . the Kingdom of Heaven is here


B. Perspective: Religious – schooled in separating holy from unholy


C. Purpose: To “Re-Tie” (religio) Reality: to experience heaven and earth together,







    Finding the holy in the common







    Finding compassion in the law







    Finding truth in relationship


D. Verse:  Matt 19:21-26  “…if you wish to be complete, go and sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you shall have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.’ But when the young man heard this statement, he went away grieved; for he was one who owned much property. And Jesus said to His disciples, ‘Truly I say to you, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. And again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.’ And when the disciples heard this, they were very astonished and said, ‘Then who can be saved?’ And looking upon them Jesus said to them, ‘With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.’”
II. THE ‘RELIGIOUS’ FOUNDATION – Deuteronomy



Deut 5, 6


A. Central tenets of Judaism



1. 10 Commandments:




“You shall have no other gods before Me, You shall not make an image…”



2. The Shema




“Hear, O Israel, the Lord is our God. The Lord is one. And you shall love

the Lord your God…and you shall teach (these words) and talk of them when 

you sit…walk…lie down…rise up…binding them…writing them…”


B. Main issue



1. Leaving other gods                [come]




i. there are other options




ii. idols=




iii. idolatry=



2. Cleaving to God alone           [follow]




i. cannot see




ii. cannot make image




iii. retains mystery




(which means trusting that who He is and what He does is giving me life



3. Practicing with others            [learn]




i. teaching the “leaving and cleaving” is best way to learn, practice




ii. daily habits done in community encourage learning the rhythms

III. THE GENEALOGY – purpose






Mt 1:1-17


A. A new beginning – re-tying, restoring a full picture



1. Jesus is the Beginning, creator of heavens and earth and its light  of Gen 1



2. Jesus is the Seed, promised One of Gen 3, Gen 12  (a savior, restorer)



3. Jesus is the Promise to Abraham of Gen 12, 15  (a land, nation, priesthood)



4. Jesus is the Promise to David of II Sam 7…  (a king)



( a re-telling of the original story, but in Technicolor


B. Reminds us of the radical, paradoxical mystery of God


C. Challenges our pictures of God, life


D. Reveals the character of God – i.e. The Gospel

IV. THE GENEALOGY AS GOSPEL






Mt 1:1-17


THE UP-AND-DOWN LINE

A. The beginning tier of 14



1. women, foreigners, moral outsiders



2. GRACE



3. finding the holy in the common


B. The middle tier of 14



1. psalmists, kings, prophets



2. JUDGMENT (JUSTICE)



3. finding compassion in law


C. The last tier of “14”



1. messiah



2. FAITHFULNESS



3. finding truth in relationship



(God’s grace and faithfulness will always surround His judgment of man’s choices. 



    He is the first and the last and He will accomplish His restoration – GOOD NEWS!


THE BIRTH


A. By virgin



1. Receiving life  



2. by paradox



3. without my effort


B. as One Who Saves



1. Rescued



2. radically



3. from myself


C. as God With Us



1. Restored to union



2. mysteriously



3. by God coming to me first


(God’s ways are to us paradoxical, radical and mysterious – they are not our ways – 

    GOOD NEWS!

V. THE INVITATION: COME . . .




              
Mt 1:18-2:23


A. Confronted with the radical, paradoxical mystery of God



1. Joseph – a “righteous” man




i. asked to Come away from… being afraid to be wrong




ii. Responded with openness to hear radical, paradoxical mystery




iii. Practiced by continually listening, connected to “God with us”



2. Herod – a king




i. asked to Come away from… being troubled to lose control




ii. Responded with gathering more information




iii. Practiced by fighting against loss of picture



3. Magi – foreigners, outsiders 




i. asked to Come away from… seeking truth, reality within their own boundaries




ii. Responded with vulnerability  (connect with “different”; say “I don’t know”)




iii. Practiced by rejoicing to find reality in radical mystery, worshipping



4. Chief priest and scribes – knowledgeable religious




i. asked to Come away from… being complacent in their own knowledge




ii. Responded with voicing their knowledge




iii. Practiced by refusal to move, change


B. Confronted with the radical, paradoxical mystery of God



1. Is my religious picture of how God works static?




Can He raise the dead today? Can He speak in dreams? Can He use unclean




people to bring the good news?


2. When I am in danger of losing control over my life, having to give up my picture….



    How do I respond?




Do I fight, manipulate, refuse…?



3. How vulnerable am I to my own ignorance of where God is?  What “foreigners” 

    will keep me from searching truth?


Do I seek Him no matter who I might be asked to connect with, no matter


Who I might need to ask?

4. How complacent am I in thinking I have no unhealthy connections, no personal

    pictures of how life should be?



Do I refuse to even consider that I might not be as connected to God as I think,




that I’ve not completely come away from my own pictures?
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