MATTHEW

Lesson 0 – Overview

“Come Along With Me”

I. GROUNDED IN REALITY: a tour of Israel

II. CRUISING: an exercise


A. explanation


B. excursion groups

III. “BEFORE YOU GO”: overview of where we’re going


A. Gospel perspectives
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2. All of these “gospels” proclaim GOOD NEWS that is:





i. Radical 





ii. Mysterious





iii. Paradoxical



B. Old Testament context: the world of Malachi




1. after return from exile still need prophets to point out neglect of following God by

    Loving God, Loving others.

i. majority are enmeshed in external culture or external religiosity

ii. in Malachi God speaks for the last time through a prophet and then is silent 

    400+ yrs



2. God’s last words:




Who I am:





-I am a great King





-I have loved you





-I hate “divorce” (pix of separation)




Who you are:





-priests who look out for themselves





-people who deal treacherously with one another “as if we were





   not all from one Father”





-desecrators of the covenant of Levi  (not fulfilling your role to world)




What is to come:





-the Lord will suddenly come to His temple, the Messenger of





  the Covenant





-My name will be great among the Gentiles





-an invitation to watch for reality to be revealed and restored:

“return to Me and I will return to you”






“I will open for you the windows of heaven”






“The Sun of righteousness shall arise with healing






     in His wings”


C. New Testament context: the world of Matthew



1. Religious – first and foremost




i. what it means to be a religious people:





-separate the world into sacred and common





-uphold what is good, i.e. “holy”





-despise what is bad, i.e. “unholy”




ii. role of law/temple:





-observation of external law gave you status, belonging, made you





   acceptable, even “legal”





-temple hierarchy (priests, scribes, Pharisees/Saducees) were





   keepers of the law – studied it, taught it, applied it to confer status



2. Cultural –




i. a people under foreign, pagan rule  (oppressed)




ii. vocally maintained “separateness” and superiority from pagans



3. Reality-




i. secret bedfellows of pagan culture (Hellenistic culture, language and politics)




ii. hierarchy of temple use Hellenistic/Roman culture to gain, protect power

IV. GLIMPSING MATTHEW FROM AFAR

A. The Author Matthew



1. Jewish tax collector for Roman govt



2. also known as Levi



3. called by Jesus from his tax office



4. host to Jesus and sinners


B. Audience

1. Religious

2. those schooled in seeing the separateness of the world – sacred vs common

3. those who “belong, do right”

C. The Gospel “according to Matthew”



1. Uniqueness:




i. presents Jesus as the Promised Messianic King




ii. centers life in the “Kingdom of Heaven”




iii. connects Jesus’ life with “that what was spoken through the








prophets was fulfilled”



2. Structure:




i. 5 Discourses of Jesus – interspersing announcements with demonstrations




ii. grouped according to geography (rather than linear history)

3. Key Words:  (relationship titles: son, father, brother, mother…)





  COME





  KINGDOM OF HEAVEN





  Fulfill, Prophecy, Call, See, Receive



4. Purpose:  “The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, 




          the Son of Abraham”





= To re-tie (religio) reality





…by linking the Messianic Promise to Abraham





    and the Kingdom Promise to David





    and the “faulty”, mixed line of Jesus





    with The Christ – the promised One





=to reveal that God has been, is, and always will be WITH US





=to call us to Come, be with Him


5. Key Verse: Mt 6:10  “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”

Mt 19:21-26  “…If you wish to be complete, go and sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you shall have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.’ But when the young man heard this statement, he went away grieved; for he was one who owned much property. And Jesus said to His disciples, ‘Truly I say to you, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. And again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.’ And when the disciples heard this, they were very astonished and said, ‘Then who can be saved?’ And looking upon them Jesus said to them, ‘With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.’”

V. FROM OUR PERSPECTIVE

A. Religious – does this apply to us?



1. continued progression of ideas of separation



2. regression of thought about heaven/God’s domain



3. two pictures of heaven and earth


B. Building kingdoms



1. ACQUIRE good (Biblical!) information



2. CHOOSE good



3. RESOLVE to establish good life


C. Receiving the Kingdom



1. COME – letting go of our kingdom



2. FOLLOW – be with



3. LEARN – practice new rhythms alongside

VI. EXCURSIONS INTO THE KINGDOM

Invitation to “7 Foods” Excursion
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