Studying the Bible Inductively
Bible is used as primary source – letting it interpret itself

a. Goal in Bible Study……………………………………………..Application








   
(what does this mean to me?)

b. To apply Scripture we must have………………………………Interpretation









(what does the text mean?)

c. Correct interpretation requires careful………………………….Observation









(what does the text say?)

d. Clear observation requires Holy Spirit’s

     leading through………………………………………………...Prayer

So………..the Order should always be: 1. PRAYER 2. OBSERVATION 3. INTERPRETATION 4. APPLICATION

KEYS TO OBSERVATION

Careful observation requires reading with a purpose in order to see

I. Big Picture First (Context)……………………………………OVERVIEW ENTIRE BOOK


A. Observing subjectively – what ministered to me? – often brings misinterpretation because it is








  out of context.  Example: Rom 12:20


B. Observing objectively – what is it saying within the context of the book?



1. Historical setting (people, places, events, time)



2. Key Words (what is repeated)



3. Theme (the main subject dealt with)



4. Purpose (why the book was written – according to author)

II. Details Secondly……………………………………………..OBSERVE ONE CHAPTER AT A TIME



1. Pray



6. Conclusions



2. Read, Read, Read

7. Expressions of time



3. Key Words


8. 5 w’s & h



4. Lists (what you learn from
9. Major characters, doctrines, events



          text about each word)



5. Contrast and Comparisons
10. Key Verse (sums up chapter)

III. Fine Details Thirdly……………………………………….WORD STUDIES


A. Look up Greek or Hebrew in Strongs, Vines or Zodhiates


B. Use Cross References to see what other passages say about the word

