HEBREWS II

Lesson 19  -  Chapter 13:7-25

“Positions of Grace”

I. Repose – Eucharisteo Prayer

II. Review – (condensed):

A. Theme: Consider Jesus: hold fast, draw near, press on


B. Key verse: Heb 10: 19-24


C. Perspective: Eternity is reality


D. Jesus is a story-telling High Priest


E. Jesus is Faithful and Merciful High Priest


F. Jesus is a counter-establishment High Priest


G. Responding to the Movement of Word to Flesh


H. The Process of Grace


I. A Better Priesthood


J. A Better Covenant


K. A Better Sanctuary


L. A Better Sacrifice


M. Responding to the Freedom of Jesus



1. The gift He offers us is unity with Him, unconditionally – no strings attached



2. So we can come to Him in intimacy, fully exposed b/c we know He accepts us as we are



3. We can hold His story and our story together (no longer in tension) b/c His story of grace is only complete when



     it meets our story of need



4. We can give out the same gift by considering one another: giving them a free invitation to His Presence through love, 



    mercy, grace; being open about who we are and accepting them as they are; coming alongside them in their brokenness


N. Responding to the Truth of Jesus



1. The truth of Jesus is showing us that God is good and always doing good for us 



2. Faith is the everyday action based on that truth



3. Faith then enables us to see the reality of God’s goodness despite our not knowing the details or feeling the positive


O. Responding to the Joy of Jesus



1. the joy of Jesus is His accomplishing re-creation, restoration of God’s kingdom and our union with Him



2. Endurance is the appropriate response to His joy – the race He prepared for us in which we are transformed



3. Endurance means living each day “with breath”, looking to Jesus in the here and now of the moment, rather than



    rushing to get through the circumstances to meet Him somewhere “at the finish line”


P. Responding to the Joy of Jesus as Personal Trainer



1. Takes Commitment to let go of what I bring and to breathe with Him in the moment



2. Takes Submission to receive His corrective instruction and take on the responsibility to participate in the training



3. Takes Practice to demonstrate living in grace by not withholding it from anyone


Q. Responding to the Grace of Jesus



1. Remember where we’ve come to: we’ve already been to law and found it unable to give life; now we’ve come



    to grace and found a celebration of life



2. Remember to listen: to Jesus’ life inviting you to His completed work for you; And to God’s shaking-loosening



    the things in your life that don’t celebrate grace



3. Receiving His kingdom means you’re hearing His voice of invitation and shaking continually so you can repeat



    it And you’re staying in His presence of grace in every moment (rather than doing law) so you’re able to reflect,



    thus you “Echo Grace” to those around


R. Re-creating with Grace



1. Refusal of grace is systemic: it grows from a rejection of God, to rejection of unity with others, to rejection of



    structures that unify



2. Reception of grace is also systemic: when I receive grace from God I draw near to Him and receive His breath



    and that breath is breathed on others and as others receive grace they hold up structures that support unity where



    grace is freely echoed



3. When grace-infused unifying structures of society are refused, society begins to self-destruct; When grace structures



    are received, society is built up and God’s glory revealed 

III. Positions of Grace – the gift of smallness

A. Receiving from BEHIND: the gift of being led    




Heb 13:7-9



1. WHO SPOKE THE WORD OF GOD TO YOU – AND LIVED IT? 




i. their conduct didn’t show them as good rule-keepers, but as great




   grace-receivers












ii. they did not dam up grace and hoard it, but let it pour out abundantly



iii. their life reflected a belief in:





a. the freedom of Jesus – they were vulnerable and open because








they knew He loves them unconditionally





b. the truth of Jesus – they received the sweet and the hard in life







        as gifts from a good God – honest about the pain







       and joy, yet not rejecting any as unfair





c. the joy of Jesus – they remained present in the moment, knowing







      Jesus’ presence and breath available here and now







      through the process of transformation is what He won for us





d. the grace of Jesus – they echo each of these gifts to those around them







        because they are continually receiving all things







        as abundant good gifts



2. IMITATE THEIR LIFE OF WORD MADE FLESH




i. Because they spoke grace and lived grace, their life pointed to Christ




   and not themselves




ii. Therefore you have Christ in flesh to lead you




iii. So, receive their example as a gift and use it, follow it



3. WHY ARE THESE THE ONES WE ARE TO IMITATE?




i. Because Jesus was, is and always will be all about grace – He is the unchanging




   source of our salvation, restoration to Eden




ii. Because any other teaching but grace (teachings of rule-keeping) will not 




    strengthen (=fulfill, bring security, inspire confidence) you. Only grace does this.


B. Receiving from OUTSIDE: the gift of shared vulnerability


Heb 13:10-16



1. WHERE ARE YOU WELCOME TO EAT NAKED FOR FREE?




i. The altar of grace – Jesus Christ – offers us bread of life from heaven




    and living water to abundantly supply need




ii. the altar of the tabernacle (law) sells reprieves for dead meat



2. WHICH FOOD BAR ARE YOU EATING FROM?




i. you cannot serve two masters: law and grace




ii. if you serve law, you can’t eat from the table of grace




iii. because grace is served outside law, outside the place of holiness




iv. if you serve law you cannot eat the sin offering (and grace’s menu





is all sin offering-made alive and whole again)



3. JOIN JESUS OUTSIDE, AT THE ALTAR OF GRACE




i. Here Jesus identifies with the needs of an unholy world offering Himself




   in the midst of it, excluding no one in need




ii. To be here I must leave the law-keepers clique, willing to say I don’t belong,




    I can’t keep law, I’m hungry and I can’t feed myself anything nourishing




iii. I have become well aware that my attempts at law-keeping cannot last – I have




     and will continue to fail…and I want, need to live in a place where failure 




     isn’t the end of life (a lasting city)




iv. As I eat the bread of grace here it becomes the one place that I can actually offer 




     sacrifices to God as a gift rather than a transaction:





a. Why? Because it is fruit of lips = what pours out and over from









     what is growing within





b. What? 






-“Giving thanks to His name” = a life that agrees that God is






 always good and that His purpose always is to restore us






-“Doing good and sharing” = a life that overflows with grace






   in the midst of participating in others lives


C. Receiving from UNDERNEATH: the gift of being taught


Heb 13:17-19



1. WHO IS TEACHING YOU, WARNING YOU, ENCOURAGING YOU?




i. God has placed them in your life for good




ii. They lead by serving  (so they may be masked, they may not have labels)




iii. They keep alert of spiritual reality for you



2. PUT YOURSELF UNDER THEM




i. Be willing to be the student – as one who does not know everything




ii. Be willing to be weak – as one who cannot do it alone




iii. Give them grace – by allowing them to give you grace



3. PRAY FOR THEM




i. to have a good conscience (not letting themselves be the standard for what is good,








but trusting God’s standard)




ii. to live honestly (=well, full; dependent on God and not self)

IV. Blessings of Grace – the gift of restoration


A. Receive the blessing






Heb 13:20-25, Ezek 34



1. THE GIFT:




i. the God of peace ( “He is your God”




ii. the “up from the dead” Great Shepherd  ( “I will set over them one shepherd,










He will lead…feed them”





(picture of shepherd – the small perspective continues)




iv. an eternal covenant of grace



iii. an appropriate position (=equip you)     ( “rescued”




iv. a position of resting in every good thing( “send them in a good pasture, have










 them lie down…lead them to rest”

“I will rescue my flock. I myself will search for my sheep and look after them…I will send them in a 

good pasture…I myself will tend my sheep and have them lie down. I will feed my flock and I will lead 

them to rest…I will search for the lost…I will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak…Then I will

set over them one shepherd, My servant David, and he will feed them, he will feed them himself and be


     their shepherd. And I the Lord will be their God and My servant David will be prince among them…and


    I will make a covenant of peace with them.”  Ezek 34:10-16, 23-25
B. So I become the blessing


1. THE FRUIT




i. the position He puts me in (rest) produces His will – gives Him joy and pleasure




ii. my resting position gives opportunity for Jesus’ life to continue growing




    in me, transforming me into His image




iii. my transformation brings Jesus glory = He is seen for who He really is

C. Let grace remain with you

AMAZING GRACE

**Amazing grace! How sweet the sound-that saved a wretch like me!



I once was lost but now am found, was blind but now I see.

**Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved;
    

How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed.

**The Lord as promised good to me, His word my hope secures



He will my shield and portion be as long as life endures


**Thru many dangers, toils and snares, I have already come;

‘Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, And grace will lead me home.

**When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun,

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun.
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