HEBREWS II

Lesson 15  -  Chapter 12

“Responding to the Joy of Jesus”

I. Repose – Eucharisteo Prayer

II. Review – (condensed):

A. Theme: Consider Jesus: hold fast, draw near, press on


B. Key verse: Heb 10: 19-24


C. Perspective: Eternity is reality


D. Jesus is a story-telling High Priest


E. Jesus is Faithful and Merciful High Priest


F. Jesus is a counter-establishment High Priest


G. Responding to the Movement of Word to Flesh


H. The Process of Grace


I. A Better Priesthood


J. A Better Covenant


K. A Better Sanctuary


L. A Better Sacrifice


M. Responding to the Freedom of Jesus



1. The gift He offers us is unity with Him, unconditionally – no strings attached



2. So we can come to Him in intimacy, fully exposed b/c we know He accepts us as we are



3. We can hold His story and our story together (no longer in tension) b/c His story of grace is only complete when



     it meets our story of need



4. We can give out the same gift by considering one another: giving them a free invitation to His Presence through love, 



    mercy, grace; being open about who we are and accepting them as they are; coming alongside them in their brokenness


N. Responding to the Truth of Jesus



1. The truth of Jesus is showing us that God is good and always doing good for us 



2. Faith is the everyday action based on that truth



3. Faith then enables us to see the reality of God’s goodness despite our not knowing the details or feeling the positive

III. Responding to the Joy of Jesus








12:1-10









A. The Joy of Jesus:


1. Was set before Him - 



i. It is what He saw




ii. It is what He lived for




iii. It is what He never took His eyes off of



2. Was to accomplish re-creation




i. complete restoration of God’s intent, God’s kingdom




ii. which would mean restoring our free union with God




iii. which would mean opening a new invitation which we were free to choose




iv. which would mean a constant openness (to reception or rejection)




v. which would mean giving us His eyes able to “read” the invitation




vi. which would mean teaching us how to use His eyes




vii. which ultimately means walking us through the process of restoration (grace)



3. Required endurance through:




i. vulnerability (incarnation)




ii. death (taking on the full distortion of God’s image in all its shame)




iii. to come to resurrection, restored life and a position to usher us into that life


B. Our Response – run with endurance (press on)    (:1)



1. What it means: 




i. set your course to abide under, being patient in circumstances




ii. not a tense spurt of determination (anaerobic=without breath)




iii. but a restful reception of rhythm  (aerobic=with breath)



2. Why:




i. Because the “witnesses” are cheering us on  (:1)





a. who they are: the flawed men and women who were vulnerable in their





    circumstances and consequences and acted on the truth of God’s goodness





b. where they are: still living, in eternity, surrounding us 





c. why they are cheering us on: because they want us to get to the goal





     of full restoration with them




ii. Because Jesus endured through the process so we would have a process to enter (:2)




iii. So that we receive the fullness of what He wants to restore us to  (:7-10)



3. How:




i. by remembering the witnesses who are saying “You can do this!”     (:1)




ii. by laying aside our own encumbrances and sin    (:1)




iii. by fixing our eyes on Jesus  (:2)





a. who authors our faith





b. who perfects, completes our faith




iv. by considering His own endurance and its purpose    (:3)





a. His endurance withheld nothing of Himself





b. His endurance was done in joy with a view of you fully restored





c. His endurance included having men reject His work for them






(either not wanting restoration or not recognizing their need for restoration)





d. which will help us not grow weary (from constant work), 





    or lose heart (fainting spirit)




. . .by considering the course JOY

IV. A Dependent Response


A. If I know its freedom I’m responding to rather than rule….



1. The freedom to  be completely naked, vulnerable, because God offers unconditional love



    so He can transform me



2. Then I can draw near in intimacy, fully revealing myself for restoration

B. If I know its truth I’m responding to rather than feeling…



1. The truth that God is good and does not withhold good from us



     so that I can receive transformation



2. Then I can hold fast in faith, trusting His goodness no matter the circumstances

C. If I know its joy I’m responding to rather than burden…



1. The joy that compelled Jesus to withhold nothing of Himself and endure incarnation and death



    so that I could go through transformation to restoration



2. Then I can run with endurance, relaxing into receiving His breath in all circumstances
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