HEBREWS II

Lesson 9  -  Chapter 9

“A Better Sanctuary”

I. Repose – Eucharisteo Prayer

II. Review – (condensed to last week’s summary):

A. Theme: Consider Jesus: hold fast, draw near, press on


B. Key verse: Heb 10: 19-24


C. Perspective: Eternity is reality


D. Jesus is a story-telling High Priest


E. Jesus is Faithful and Merciful High Priest


F. Jesus is a counter-establishment High Priest


G. Responding to the Movement of Word to Flesh


H. The Process of Grace


I. A Better Priesthood



1. Knowing Jesus’ Priesthood is of the Melch. order assures me that my union with Him is eternal



2. His priesthood assures me that my connection with Him is based on grace



3. His priesthood assures me that it is a binding one – unbreakable



4. His priesthood assures me that He is constantly interceding for me – reminding me that I am being



    blessed, and that I can be a blessing


J. A Better Covenant



1. Provides a completely effective way of making me whole



2. Offers me a gift of wholeness without measuring my adequacy



3. Allows me to literally see God –  in me and others – and thus to cease being a measuring stick for others
III. A Better Priest in a Better Sanctuary









A. Mapping the Sanctuary







Heb 9, Ex


1. The Materials




i. gifts from God out of captivity




ii. skills acquired in captivity




iii. precious metals and jewels




iv. linen and skins




v. woven blues, purples and scarlets



2. The Layers




i. the outer court




ii. the Holy Place




iii. the Holy of Holies



3. The Furniture

i. linen fence




ii. One Wide Open Door




iii. Bronze/Earthen Altar




iv. Sea Basin/Laver




v. 7-branched lampstand with almond buds




vi. table of shewbread/bread of Presence




vii. altar of incense (with moveable censer)




viii. veil

viii. ark of covenant





a. jar of manna





b. budded rod





c. tablets of covenant




ix. mercy seat




x. Shekinah glory cloud


B. Re-Growing the Sanctuary



1. A Garden Dwelling – a place to grow





Gen 1, 2




i. a mountain  (ez 28: 14, 16)



ii. where God dwells in harmony with man




iii. where man dwells in harmony with man and beast




iv. God’s own light illumines




v. tree of life, which produces life, is freely available




vi. a river flowing out of it




vii. gold and precious stones in the land




viii. man mandated to be fruitful, multiply and fill earth (with His glory in reflection)




ix. people hide from His Presence





( removed from Presence



2. A Look      (Gen 6:12)




i. Noah’s time – when man’s heart was evil (away from God) continually




ii. saves one in a box ( to go out again and be fruitful and multiply   Gen 8:17 



3. Appearance    (Gen 12 – Ex 24)



i. Abraham’s time  (17 x’s)   speaks to him on Mt. Zion




ii. Moses’ time  (40+ x’s)  speaks to him on Mt. Sinai




iii. Presence in the midst of the land   Ex 8:22


4. A Tent and a Box ( Prepared    (Ex 25 – ff)



i. Presence (glory of Lord) fills the tabernacle, in shadow of Mt. Sinai     (Ex 40:34)



ii. confined and cloaked




iii. Presence dwelling in midst of people




iv. moving with the people




v. people use His Presence as a talisman – ark is captured and His Glory Departs





(Presence leaves   (I Sam 4:3-22)


5. A Building and a Box ( Prepared   (I Kings 6-8)



i. Presence once again fills the temple, built on Mt. Zion    (I Kings 8:10-11)



ii. confined and cloaked




iii. dwelling in midst of people




iv. dwelling in a stable but static place




v. people disregard His Presence





( Presence leaves   (Ez 10:18, 11:23)


6. A Body ( Prepared     (the Gospels)




i. Presence returns to fill a baby body




i. opened up and vulnerable (lain in an open box( – a feeding tray)




ii. dwelling with people, as one of them




iii. dwelling in a living, breathing being




iv. people abuse, “destroy” His Presence





( Jesus leaves, returns with new creation body. . .  and then leaves again


C. Jesus: the True Sanctuary


1. Jesus is the Door



2. Jesus is the Sacrifice



3. Jesus is the Word that washes



4. Jesus is the Light



5. Jesus is the Bread of Life



6. Jesus is our Intercessor



7. Jesus is the new and living Way



8. Jesus is the New Covenant




i. Jesus is the Bread from Heaven




ii. Jesus is God’s choice




iii. Jesus is the fulfillment of the Old Covenant



9. Jesus is our Mercy



10. Jesus is the Radiance of His Glory
IV. A Living Sanctuary

A. The Garden Sanctuary grows again






Acts 2



1. Feast of Weeks (Pentecost)    




i. disciples in the temple court – on Mt. Zion!




ii. the festival reading:   Ex 19    (Ezek 1-2;  Hab)



iv. the glory breaks forth -  His Presence returns multiplied



2. a growing body ((((((prepared




i. filling the earth    (3000+ from all different countries)




ii. restoring Eden    (God’s glory reflected in bodies going out to multiply)


B. The City Garden Sanctuary







Rev 21-22



1. The consummation – Jesus returns to join w/ His body/ heaven comes down to join earth



2. His Glory fills all space



3. Eden grows fuller than ever:




i. the mountain is the bride, full of the glory of God  :10-11



ii. pictured as the Holy of Holies – this is now reality  (eternity expanded to fill all) :15-22




iii. city is pure gold, with precious stones as foundation




iiv. God’s glory illumines everything, with the Lamb being the visible flame  :23



v. all glory brought together here (divisions of earth, heavens, eternity are gone) :24-27




vi. the river is the water of life, flowing from the throne




vii. tree of life is everywhere, continually fruitful and healing  22:2



viii. we serve effectively as His priests, reflecting fully His glory, because in restored




       wholeness (pure in heart shall see God) we see His FACE!  22:3-5
V. What a Resident Sanctuary Means to Us


A. Full and Confident Access







Heb 10:19-23



1. because the open access He’s created is new: it is of the new re-creation world without




the boundaries of this transactional world



2. because it’s living: it’s alive, it moves and has its being in me



3. because He promised it and is faithful to that promise


B. A Place of…


        Heb 9:10, 12



1. Redemption – where I am ransomed from being away from His Presence eternally



2. Reformation – where things are set right


        Psalm 73



3. Reality – where I can get perspective



4. Reflection – where I can be guided to see His glory



5. Refuge – where I can find strength



6. Rest – where I can be whole and able to be a true witness


C. The ability to be a sanctuary for others  “Those who trust in the Lord are as Mt. Zion which cannot







    be shaken but abides forever”  ps 125:1


1. How: By trusting Him  




i. receiving His rule as a gift  (knowing whatever He brings He is working for good)




ii. supporting His right to rule  (not striving to make things work your way)




iii. depending on His rule  (living in expectancy that He will bring good




iv. completely devoted to His Presence



2. Which frees me to be a “tree of life” – a witness that offers healing
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