HEBREWS II

Lesson 8  -  Chapter 8

“A Better Covenant”

I. Repose – Eucharisteo Prayer

II. Review – (condensed to last week’s summary):

A. Theme: Consider Jesus: hold fast, draw near, press on


B. Key verse: Heb 10: 19-24


C. Perspective: Eternity is reality


D. Jesus is a story-telling High Priest


E. Jesus is Faithful and Merciful High Priest


F. Jesus is a counter-establishment High Priest


G. Responding to the Movement of Word to Flesh


H. The Process of Grace


I. A Better Priesthood



1. Knowing Jesus’ Priesthood is of the Melch. order assures me that my union with Him is eternal



2. His priesthood assures me that my connection with Him is based on grace



3. His priesthood assures me that it is a binding one – unbreakable



4. His priesthood assures me that He is constantly interceding for me – reminding me that I am being



    blessed, and that I can be a blessing
III. A Better Priest requires a better . . . everything






7:26-8:6


A. Jesus: Our Superior Priest











1. in His adequacy




i. exactly what we need – holy/wholeness




ii. willing to identify with our brokenness



2. In His work




i. accomplished effectively (able to bring wholeness)




ii. able to sit – rest, the position of Jubilee (celebration of grace of life)



3. in His position

i. a fulfillment of Father’s promise (Ps 110)




ii. in the eternal realm




iii. a place of acquittal


B. A Superior Everything



1. Sanctuary/Dwelling Place




i. a place of rest and wholeness



2. Ministry




i. giving gifts of grace, rather than requiring sacrifices



3. Covenant




i. promises that cannot be broken, requiring no transactions

IV. A Better Covenant

A. Why it had to be



1. Could a whole and holy priest minister on the basis of a covenant that could not change



    human hearts?



2. Could a priest who has finished his work minister from a covenant that could finish nothing?



3. Could a kingly-priest in the eternal realm be limited by a covenant that made nothing perfect,



    whole, eternal?



(Because a Superior Priest in the eternal realm must have a superior covenant to minister effectively


B. What a covenant is



1. A covenant is the most solemn, binding agreement



2. A covenant is “cut” by cutting animals in half and walking through the pieces:




i. as a sign   (this is what it looks like)




ii. as a sacrifice   (understanding there is a loss involved – loss of control, independence)




iii. as a sacred oath   (may the same be done to me if I do not keep it)


3. Purpose of covenant: 




i. to redeem from death




ii. to equip for life



4. Two kinds of covenants:




i. Conditional:





a. made by 2 parties, for sake of protecting each individual





b. received by agreement





c. basis is fear





d. “contract”




ii. Unconditional:





a. made by one party, for the sake of another





b. received by relationship





c. basis is love





d. “will”

V. Connecting the Covenants – how new is better than old





8:6-13

A. The Old Covenant  (the “first” covenant, attached to the Levitical priesthood, LAW)



1. a lesser covenant, enacted on lesser promises    :6



2. faulty (in that it couldn’t bring life)     :7



3. a fault finder – a measuring stick    :8



4. made by agreement to “do”     :9, Ex 24



5. broken by one party, so other party not obligated to keep it     :9



6. written on stone, visible and external – easily broken  (:10), Ex 32-34



7. needed to be taught with words in hope of understanding  (dance this way)   :11



8. iniquities and sins were paid with curses, neglect    (:9, 12)  Ex 21-23



9. old and continually growing older – ready to be put aside  (temporary)   :13



(a conditional agreement that relies on both parties performing duties


B. The New Covenant 



1. a greater covenant, enacted on greater promises     :6



2. effective – completes, finishes the promise  :7-8



3. a gift –   :8



4. made not as a transaction   :9



5. fulfilled by God alone, so the two parties become one   :10



6. written in hearts and minds, intrinsically alive and internal - :10



7. will be physically seen – God incarnate – become acquainted as a person  :11



8. iniquities and sins forgiven and not held against us    :12



9. new, qualitatively



(an unconditional gift that is given out of love, with no reliance on other party’s behavior


C. The Promises of each



1. Old:  (ex 23-24)




-food aplenty, no sickness, no barrenness, long life, battle enemies, live peacefully in land




  if they obey all commandments       [peace in isolation]



2. New: (Jer 31-33; Ezek 36-37)




-Heart Transplant:




    removal of hard heart and replace with a new, soft heart, one that is whole; 




-Spirit Transplant: 




    His own Spirit within us which will bring us to life; one way (unity); fear of God that will




    cause us to walk in His way, not turn away and will be for our good and our descendants;

-God ‘s constant care:

He will not turn away or stop doing good for us; restoration and mercy; cleansed from uncleanness



             -Restoration:




      justice and righteousness on earth; cities and waste places rebuilt, desolate land to



    
      become like the garden of Eden; cities will be filled with flocks of men; and the




      nations will know that it is the Lord who has restored.   (Ezek 36)







[peaceful community]


D. The full picture



1. Abrahamic Covenant PROMISED redemption from death, equipping for life by:





            PROVIDING the Seed that would ensure life



2. Old Covenant PICTURED the death in us, the life in Him by:





 PREPARING the soil that had no life in itself



3. New Covenant PROVIDED redemption from death, equipping for life by:





   PLANTING the Seed within us, taking away our barrenness and replacing









  it with His abundant life

VI. “Seeing” the New Covenant


A. Jesus – the Incarnate Covenant



1. remained always connected to the Father



2. went out to the people



3. related with outcasts, unclean, sinners



4. offered wholeness, forgiveness, not holding onto debt



5. lived life as a celebration of Jubilee rest



6. confronted transactional living



7. was a GIFT, rather than a measuring stick


B. His Body – the extended incarnate Covenant



1. the New Covenant will continue to be physically seen and encountered as a person


2. we, as His body, physically embody the New Covenant



3. are we being seen as a gift or a measuring stick, the Old or New Covenant?



     (I can only give out what I’ve received)
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