HEBREWS II

Lesson 11  -  Chapter 9 & 10

“A Better Sacrifice”

I. Repose – Eucharisteo Prayer

II. Review – (condensed):

A. Theme: Consider Jesus: hold fast, draw near, press on


B. Key verse: Heb 10: 19-24


C. Perspective: Eternity is reality


D. Jesus is a story-telling High Priest


E. Jesus is Faithful and Merciful High Priest


F. Jesus is a counter-establishment High Priest


G. Responding to the Movement of Word to Flesh


H. The Process of Grace


I. A Better Priesthood



1. Knowing Jesus’ Priesthood is of the Melch. order assures me that my union with Him is eternal



2. His priesthood assures me that my connection with Him is based on grace



3. His priesthood assures me that it is a binding one – unbreakable



4. His priesthood assures me that He is constantly interceding for me – reminding me that I am being



    blessed, and that I can be a blessing


J. A Better Covenant



1. Provides a completely effective way of making me whole



2. Offers me a gift of wholeness without measuring my adequacy



3. Allows me to literally see God –  in me and others – and thus to cease being a measuring stick for others


K. A Better Sanctuary



1. Gods original dwelling place was a garden where His glory could fill and grow, through man’s multiplying



    reflection



2. After man chose to separate from His Presence God began again to introduce His Presence little by little,



    from a look(appearance(tent and box(building and box(a body!



3. God is continuing to restore and grow His dwelling place by once again multiplying His body - us
III. Comparing the Sacrifices








The High Priest’s Sacrifice
9:7-13




Our High Priest’s Sacrifice    9:11-22

Ritual








Real

Ineffective  (no perfection of conscience)




Effective  (eternal redemption)

Temporary







Lasting forever

Cleansed outward only 






Cleansed conscience of dead works

Resulted in continued need to sacrifice w/o ever



Resulted in ability to serve/worship

      coming any nearer to God
Inaugurated with blood sacrifice of animal




Inaugurated with blood sacrifice of priest










Redeemed the Old, bringing ability to












receive eternal inheritance

The Law’s  Sacrificial Efficacy     10:1-9




Christ’s Sacrificial Efficacy   9:11-28, 10:5-9

Can’t bring the “good things”





Brings the “good things” (of eternity)

  -can’t take away sin






  -redeems eternally

  -can’t take away consciousness of sin (guilt)



  -sanctifies with eternal Spirit

  -can’t cleanse







  -cleanses conscience

  -can’t perfect (make whole)





  -enables us to worship (right rel w/ God)










  -opens heavenly reality to us










  -it stands in God’s full presence for us










  -never has to be done again (by any act)

Why it can’t usher in eternity:





Why it can usher in eternity:

  -b/c it is dead, a static picture





  -b/c it is exactly what God desires:










     a heart (body/life) willing to die to own










    kingdom, own will and live in God’s










   kingdom (where all is grace-gift given 












by Him)

The Law’s Sacrificial Scope  10:1-11





Christ’s Sacrificial Scope 10:10-18

  -given daily with no lasting results




  -given once with continuing results

  -brings continuing need





  -brings continuing sanctification

  -brings work (stand)






  -brings rest (sat)

  -waits for a time of certainty





  -waits for certain victory

  -in force until a time of reformation




  -in force for all time


(when His Presence is more than



        (as He dwells IN us, His ways in


just in the midst of them…





        hearts & minds…

            and sin is not called to remembrance)



       as He does not remember our sin)

  -covered only sins of the past year




  -forgave all sin: past, present & future

  -so offerings are continually needed




  -so nothing more needs to be offered

  -reminds us that we are still incomplete




  -completes us for all time

IV. What Jesus’ Better Sacrifice did that the Levitical (or any other) sacrifice couldn’t:


A. by focusing on sin’s antagonism to reality, it addressed it by removing sin’s attachment to me,


     Thus restoring my identity    (redeemed)


B. by focusing on sin’s inner corruption, He addressed it by cleansing the filth left by sin’s shadow,


    Thus restoring my heart    (justified)


C. by focusing on sin’s disruption of rest, He addressed it by destroying sin’s power,


    Thus restoring my home

V. What Jesus’ Better Sacrifice means for us


A. It is a living hope


1. Because Jesus’ sacrifice continues to live it is an active energy – giving benefit at all times

2. Which means it deals not only with our past, but our present and future as well



3. So it can make my past sins effective for my good



4. It gives me present and future options 


B. It is access to the power of eternity  (shalom-wholeness)

1. eternal redemption = no longer a slave to living transactionally, outside His Presence

2. eternal Spirit = ability to receive the eternal good, receive all as grace

3. eternal inheritance = ability to live the promise – to be a blessing

C. It is freedom to choose

1. I have the choice to say no to trying to get what I want



…therefore restored to wholeness (dependence on God’s good) more and more


2. I have the choice to see every situation in a different way (as grace rather than obstacle)



…therefore replacing feelings that come from seeing transactionally


3. I have the choice to experience His presence in the midst of any situation



…therefore refreshing others with His reflected image

VI. Having the hope, the power and the freedom of eternity available to us, 

     why don’t we choose it more often?


A. Because we don’t always believe:



1. He knows what is good for us as well as we do



2. that the power of eternity is more effective than the power of transactions



3. His sacrifice is effective for anything but my past sin


B. Because we are afraid of being naked:



1. to be honest and ok with not knowing what is good, best



2. to be open about the truth that I am broken and not living in His Presence



3. to be aware and vulnerable that I still do choose to live for myself in my own kingdom


C. So we don’t always practice:



1. listening to His Spirit in us, the inner witness telling us what God gives is good



2. receiving grace



3. resting

VII.  Remember . . .


A.  We are in process and still need:



1. His transforming grace of deconstruction and reconstruction



2. His encouraging grace of His body, community



3. His faithful grace of increased faith


B. We are being restored to a place (Eden expanded) where we will live NAKED



1. a place of wholeness, union with God



2. a place of no shame



3. a place of light, no shadows, nothing hidden


C. Only powerlessness, vulnerability will allow transformation



1. as long as transactional ways continue to “work”, hide our brokenness 

    we will not adopt a new way

2. until there is something you can’t manage you will never submit to the Real Manager

3. engineering our own transformation, is by definition, not transformation

VIII. Questions to ask yourself:


1. How would you define sacrificing today?

2. In what ways does our culture still “sacrifice”?


3. How do I still practice sacrificing? Why do I still sacrifice?


4. Is what Jesus says about me enough?
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