HEBREWS II  (Hebrews 5-13)

Lesson 7 – chapter 7

“A Better Priesthood”

I. Repose: Eucharisteo Prayer

II. Review:


A. Theme: Consider Jesus: hold fast, draw near, press on


B. Key Verse:  
Heb 10:19-24    “Since therefore, brethren, we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood 

of Jesus, by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His

flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a sincere

heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and 

our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without

wavering, for He who promised is faithful; and let us consider how to stimulate one another

to love and good deeds.


C. Perspective: Eternity is reality


D. Jesus is a story-telling High Priest



1. worship needs a high priest who will take man’s ugliness, kill it and bring it to God for restoration



2. worship needs a high priest who offers to re-tell our story as amazing grace by shedding light



     on our darkness, and offering acceptance and healing



3. worship without a high priest is to live profanely – outside of God’s presence


E. Jesus is a Faithful and Merciful High Priest



1. In being faithful to God’s priestly call He accomplished what we needed: a torn veil allowing God’s 

    Presence to pour out



2. In opening the veil Jesus gives us eyes to see eternity now, which assures us of our continued restoration



3. In allowing eternity to invade our transactional world Jesus is bearing us in His heart (being with us as we

    go through necessary death and resurrection) and on His shoulders (being responsible to bring circumstances

    that will bring me to completion)


F. Jesus is a counter-establishment High Priest



1. He consistently allows Himself to be vulnerable so He can do (“flesh-out”) justice and mercy



2. He grounded Himself wholly in the Father (rather than acquiring power through “political” means)



3. He embodied the priestly role by going out, offering grace


G. Responding to the Movement from Word to Flesh



1. Truly considering who Jesus is brings us the truth that He is able & willing to restore us completely



2. Letting Jesus do His High Priestly job means firstly we must stop stalling by living by law



3. Pressing on to maturity means we allow Jesus to carry us in the graces He chooses for us- letting the



    idea of grace become the flesh of grace


H. The Process of Grace



1. We’ve been invited to receive the gift of completion (a taste of hope)



2. It includes an invitation to cooperate with the process, where we will become sure that God knows 



    what He is doing (a sure hope)



3. His oath tells us that He is working good in the hard things in life, leaving us to wait patiently in



    our sure hope (a purified hope)



4. God gives us the courage to tell the story of who we are with a whole heart as He supplied a city



    of refuge for us to dwell in all our vulnerability (an abiding hope)

III. The Melchizedek Priesthood – a type









A. Characteristics of the priesthood







:1-3



1. both priest and king



2. priest of the Most High God




i. authorized to bless: declare God’s intention to bestow good




ii. honored as God’s representative to receive glory



3. king of righteousness



4. king of peace



5. permanent and lasting role



( a priesthood that connects and reigns over righteousness, peace, good


B. Implications for Levitical (any other) priesthood





:4-10



1. Levites pay honor to Mel (rather than their usual receiving)



2. Levites are less than Mel



3. Levites are blessed by Mel



(a priesthood that is based on offerings to keep connection, is subordinate to eternal priesthood

C. Expanding the picture of the priesthood  (Gen 14)



1. connected intrinsically with Abraham and his promise  (Gen 12-13)



2. gives the offering of life from his own stores – thus inviting to union (through a

    covenant meal)



3. calls to remembrance grace given:




-given blessing to be a blessing




-belongs to the God of eternity




-deliverance is by God’s hand



4. receives glory as the owner of all – even goods of the “unrighteous”



5. his blessing produces fruit – the giving out of grace that was received



(a priesthood that is based in grace that offers union and fruit


D. Why the need for a “type”


1. To affirm the need for a priest in connecting to God



2. To understand this priesthood was not “made up” as a way to fit Jesus in as a “solution” to sin



3. To see that it is this priesthood that mediates the Abrahamic covenant 
IV. “Changing” the Priesthood
A. The Need









:11-12
1. Levitical priesthood used Law to try to attain “perfection” (complete union)


- if this method was effective, this priesthood would remain


-but it was weak and useless – it made nothing perfect


-so, need a priesthood that could bring life

B. A Different Priest








:13-17
1. Jesus belongs to another tribe (Judah) – not a Levitical priestly line:


He was not born into the position
2. Jesus is a different kind of priest – one of the order of Melchizedek

3. Jesus is a priest because He has an indestructible life:




this whole, inherent life brings a capability to give life


C. The Transfer









:18-19



1. When priest is changed, law is changed



2. The change in law is to set it aside, because it is no longer needed



3. Then bring in a better hope (an unseen assurance of good) through which we can connect to God

V. A Better Priesthood


A. The assurance of good








:20-25



1. made sure by God’s oath



2. made relational by God’s covenant and guaranteed union by Christ’s pledge of Himself



3. made permanent by Christ’s permanence



4. made actively effective by Christ’s intercession


B. A  Priest that fits exactly what we need






:26-28



1. holy = reveres truth that everything is rooted in right relationship with God and




  thus recognizes his duty



2. innocent = never removes himself from grace; always confronts transactional living



3. undefiled = no transactional ways in him



4. separated from sinners, exalted above the heavens – physically returned to eternity



5. un-needy – needs nothing to re-connect to God



6. complete – no weakness or inability to possess life, give life, keep life

VI. How the Melchizedek Priesthood “works”


Melchiz. Was. . .


Jesus Is
. . .   


We are . . .


(king of righteousness


(king of righteousness

(invited to receive His righteousness


(king of peace (Salem)


(king of peace
(Shalom)
(invited to wholeness in Him


(priest of Most High God

(priest of Most High God
(invited to be royal priests


(one who offered bread & wine

(offered as bread & wine
(offered Him as our bread & wine


     as gift of union


     as gift of re -union

        as a gift for re-union


(blessing Ab with ability to bless
(blessing us with ability to 
(blessed to be a blessing







    to bless others



the essence



the reality


the fruit

VII. What it means to me for today (knowing Jesus’ priesthood is a Melchizedek kind):


A. The union I have through it is eternal


B. It is based on grace


C. It is founded on a legally binding promise by God Himself


D. He is constantly interceding for me



(reminding me and God that it is God’s responsibility to bring me blessing (act for my good) – that 



none of the blessing will be of my own doing –And that our union will be fruitful (I will have the



ability to let His blessings flow out of me to others)

So….



1. I can live without constant anxiousness,




      without striving,



 
    without hoarding blessings



2. I can live with JOY




GRATITUDE





GENEROSITY toward all – even the “unrighteous”!
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