HEBREWS II  (Hebrews 5-13)

Lesson 6 – 6:11-20

“Eager to Join the Process”

I. Repose: Eucharisteo Prayer

II. Review:


A. Theme: Consider Jesus: hold fast, draw near, press on


B. Key Verse:  
Heb 10:19-24    “Since therefore, brethren, we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood 

of Jesus, by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His

flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a sincere

heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and 

our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without

wavering, for He who promised is faithful; and let us consider how to stimulate one another

to love and good deeds.


C. Perspective: Eternity is reality


D. Jesus is a story-telling High Priest



1. worship needs a high priest who will take man’s ugliness, kill it and bring it to God for restoration



2. worship needs a high priest who offers to re-tell our story as amazing grace by shedding light



     on our darkness, and offering acceptance and healing



3. worship without a high priest is to live profanely – outside of God’s presence


E. Jesus is a Faithful and Merciful High Priest



1. In being faithful to God’s priestly call He accomplished what we needed: a torn veil allowing God’s 

    Presence to pour out



2. In opening the veil Jesus gives us eyes to see eternity now, which assures us of our continued restoration



3. In allowing eternity to invade our transactional world Jesus is bearing us in His heart (being with us as we

    go through necessary death and resurrection) and on His shoulders (being responsible to bring circumstances

    that will bring me to completion)


F. Jesus is a counter-establishment High Priest



1. He consistently allows Himself to be vulnerable so He can do (“flesh-out”) justice and mercy



2. He grounded Himself wholly in the Father (rather than acquiring power through “political” means)



3. He embodied the priestly role by going out, offering grace


G. Responding to the Movement from Word to Flesh



1. Truly considering who Jesus is brings us the truth that He is able & willing to restore us completely



2. Letting Jesus do His High Priestly job means firstly we must stop stalling by living by law



3. Pressing on to maturity means we allow Jesus to carry us in the graces He chooses for us- letting the



    idea of grace become the flesh of grace

III. Process vs Solution












A. Examples


1. Process – “What Not To Wear”


2. Solution – “Nip and Tuck”
B. Looking Inside
1. Process:




2. Solution:


i. requires surrender of control


i. requires specific action


ii. experience is top priority


ii. Specific outcome is top priority


iii. efficacy valued



iii. Efficiency valued


iv. exposure is likely



iv. Little need for full revelation


v. trust is needed and also built


v. attitude is superfluous, left untouched


vi. goal is to grow



vi. Goal is to reach pre-determined conclusion


vii. result is transformation


vii. Result is “conform-ation”

IV. The Process of Grace


A. The Grace of Completion – invited to Shalom






ch 1-5


1. God’s gift is full restoration of Eden – His original intention of good life



2. His completion of both us and creation will be fulfilled in and through Christ:




i. who submitted Himself to process




ii. who now directs/gifts the process to us



3. This good news gives me a taste of hope

B. The Grace of Cooperation – invited to let Christ carry you to completion by:
              
6:1-12


1. receiving His restoration AS GRACE




i. His initial work of grace – re-establishing connection with your Source of life




ii. His ongoing work of grace – building eyesight to see His Presence more and more



2. being eager to allow the process to produce a full, sure hope



i. full hope, assurance gives us certitude:





-not certitude in knowing fully what God is doing,





 but certitude that God knows what He is doing




ii. by not being sluggish:





=dull of hearing, unfit for mental or spiritual activity, which means an





 unwillingness to have our thinking or our spirits exercised, challenged




iii. by following others in faith and patience:





-understanding that the promises(gift of life) are legally binding gifts not





  acquired by negotiation 





-letting the theory of grace (I receive God’s gift) move to flesh (my belief





 that God is gifting me with restoration is seen in my attitude/actions toward the





 circumstances God brings me as well as toward God Himself)


C. The Grace of Confidence - invited to let His Word dispel any contradiction

           6:13-16


1. God’s blessing to Abraham and to us is a strong promise to act for our good – continually



    in each act


2. Abraham’s experience showed this true



3. so I can do as Abraham did – patiently wait in the moment of whatever good He is working



    in me 




i. His oath says that the contradiction I see, feel (this doesn’t look good) is not reality – 




   there is beauty, light underneath the darkness




ii. I won’t be spending my energy looking for a way out of my current grace



4. In patient waiting hope is purified as it deprives us of everything that is not God, so that



    my drawing near is done in freedom and not attached to a transactional action or emotion


D. The Grace of Courage – invited to vulnerability




          6:17-19


1. God’s oath is intended to give us courage to tell the story of who we are with a whole heart



2. It provides us with a “city of refuge” where we are received in our imperfections



3. This receptivity in our nakedness allows us to rest, abide in hope



i. it opens me to continue receiving grace upon grace




ii. it hooks me into, strengthens my connection with the Source of life




iii. it doesn’t fail (i.e. it doesn’t just bring me back to who I was before the process began, 






 but it actually changes me, transforms me into a more complete me in






closer union with God)

V. The Process of Jesus








         6:20

A. Jesus has entered that full hope  - by going through the process of grace Himself



“He learned obedience from the things which He suffered” 5:8


B. Jesus is a high priest forever – one who has both sat down from His work, and yet continues His






priestly work with us, bringing us through process for transformation
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