HEBREWS II  (Hebrews 5-13)

Lesson 5 – 6:1-10

“Moving From Word to Flesh”

I. Repose: Eucharisteo Prayer

II. Review:


A. Theme: Consider Jesus: hold fast, draw near, press on


B. Key Verse:  
Heb 10:19-24    “Since therefore, brethren, we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood 

of Jesus, by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His

flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a sincere

heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and 

our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without

wavering, for He who promised is faithful; and let us consider how to stimulate one another

to love and good deeds.


C. Perspective: Eternity is reality


D. Jesus is a story-telling High Priest



1. worship needs a high priest who will take man’s ugliness, kill it and bring it to God for restoration



2. worship needs a high priest who offers to re-tell our story as amazing grace by shedding light



     on our darkness, and offering acceptance and healing



3. worship without a high priest is to live profanely – outside of God’s presence


E. Jesus is a Faithful and Merciful High Priest



1. In being faithful to God’s priestly call He accomplished what we needed: a torn veil allowing God’s 

    Presence to pour out



2. In opening the veil Jesus gives us eyes to see eternity now, which assures us of our continued restoration



3. In allowing eternity to invade our transactional world Jesus is bearing us in His heart (being with us as we

    go through necessary death and resurrection) and on His shoulders (being responsible to bring circumstances

    that will bring me to completion)


F. Jesus is a counter-establishment High Priest



1. He consistently allows Himself to be vulnerable so He can do (“flesh-out”) justice and mercy



2. He grounded Himself wholly in the Father (rather than acquiring power through “political” means)



3. He embodied the priestly role by going out, offering grace

III. Where we’ve been










ch 1-5

A. Perspective -  Establishing eternity as reality



1. transactional rhythm vs transformational rhythm



2. eternity breaking into our here & now

B. Identity  - Establishing Jesus’ efficacy of position

1. Jesus is God  - authority and ability to re-create Eden

2. Jesus is man – experience and ability to understand

3. Jesus is faithful Son – ability and willingness to keep and build God’s house
4. Jesus is sympathetic High Priest – authority and ability to open and keep open the way to Grace
C. Historical Context -  Establishing our own parallels




Temple/High Priesthood the center of Jewish life



1. The center of identity – gave “good standing” judgment  (rules)



2. The center of banking – kept records of all debts  (ledger)



3. The center of nationalistic protection – leader of revolt against pagan oppression (self-preservation)




(where God is kept “safe” in a box



Jesus as Temple/High Priest in the flesh:



1. The center of celebratory rest – (Jubilee)



2. The center of forgiveness, healing – ends sacrifices  (wholeness)



3. The center of acceptance – goes OUT and offers grace  (unity)



(where God walks out openly amongst the nations


Finding their (and our) personal center


Questions how to deal with the apparent contradiction of trials while connected with Jesus
IV. The Call to Respond


A. Consider Him: Take into account His full ability to completely restore life


B. Let Him do His Job: 
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1. Stop stalling








ch 5



i. by drinking only milk – not accustomed to God’s gift of Himself (living in grace)





you’re just hanging on to the words of grace, not receiving the flesh of grace



ii. by not practicing, training senses to discern – not subjecting yourself to Christ’s




    work of illuminating your weaknesses and receiving his acceptance and repairing

    of you instead retreating from grace which is battling the transacational ways in you
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2. Leave the elementary teaching of the Christ




 6:1-3



i. repentance




ii. faith




iii. baptism/identification




iv. consecration




v. resurrection




vi. judgment





a. who built this foundation? Did you? Can you keep it once Christ has built it?





b. these are foundations, they aren’t going to move, change. They give you a base

    from which to fly. You don’t have to protect their integrity. Christ has brought

    them to you as a gift, will maintain them as a gift.
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3. Press on to maturity = allow yourself to be carried to completion

6:1, 4-8



i. don’t look at grace the way you look at law – SEE IT








Law is a standard which you must live up to







   Which you can fall from





Grace is a gift which is given to you







Which you cannot change





a. if grace worked like law, then you could lose it by something you do, even 

   inadvertently, and then God’s grace (Christ) has the possibility of being ineffective,

   bringing us right back to being thrown out of Eden (thorns and thistles). In this

   case there will never be a full restoration of Eden and God himself is caught up

   in a cycle of unending work – no rest!





b. if I approach grace as I do law, then I am taking it on my terms, which really

       



    means I’m not receiving Jesus as He gives Himself, I’m receiving my version –

    which makes Grace into a transaction, leading me right back to east of Eden

    with the thorns and thistles



ii. let the word of grace grow into flesh  - TRUST IT





a. cooperate with the growth of grace in your life (the more you see it, the more

                                                        you “eat” it, the more you “feed” it to others)




b. you’ve begun by allowing some grace to each other (ministering=to serve a meal)

c. now be eager to fully experience the crystal clear hope it will provide

IV. God’s story –  a story of life

A. A movement from word to flesh 


1. God’s words become creation



2. God’s self (Trinitarian relationship, i.e. love) is spoken and becomes man



3. The Word of God becomes Jesus the man



4. God’s directions become tabernacle, temple, Jesus


B. A movement from Him to us


1. His Word – Jesus/Grace – becomes flesh in us, manifests itself in real, tangible grace



2. Grace is not real if it is not “fleshed out” (because He is flesh!)


C. A movement that does not retreat


1. His resurrection in the flesh cautions us to beware of moving flesh back to words (making what

    is real into mere theories, philosophies, religion)  Jesus did not go back to being The Word, but

    remains in the flesh!

2. Grace that is not fleshed out is not real – it is as if God remained separate and just told us He

    forgave us, breached the wall

D. A movement that ensures growth 

       As His grace becomes flesh in our lives we grow in…


1. gratitude, 

2. dependency


2. expectancy


3. healed to further wholeness

(Receiving the movement of grace transforms my mind, thinking, so I think less and less about trying to

   be good enough, to be accepted, worthy
VII. Practical Grace in the flesh


A. Jesus’ example:  “counter-establishment”



1. acceptance  (goes out)



2. forgiveness(healing



3. celebration(Jubilee rest


B. Our example: receive the gifts



1. I am accepted as I am, where I’m at



2. I have no record of debt with God



3. I am free to choose God’s good gift, an invitation to celebration and rest


C. Natural growth: give what I’ve received



1. If I’m accepted as I am, all messy, I can accept others in their mess



2. If God doesn’t record my sins of yesterday, how can I do so of others?



3. If I’m free to choose God’s good, can’t I give that freedom to others?

D. Questions to provoke:



1. Can I think of a situation this week where God’s grace was very apparent? Did I see the

    hard part as well as the sweet part as grace? Did I receive it as grace, or was there some

    part of me that thought I played a hand in bringing about the good? Did the incident help

    me to see someone else’s mistake in a different light? Did I afford them grace in some

    way (attitude, words, touch…)?  Did I celebrate God’s goodness or did I make plans to

    make sure I never did that again?



2. Is there someone in my life right now that “deserves” to be taught a lesson, but “needs”

    grace? What would stop me from being a giver of grace? Is there someone who “owes” 

    me? How and where do you keep your ledger? How does it get wiped clean? Is there

    someone I’ve bound up in expectations? Do they feel the freedom to choose God’s good,

    or obligated to do what I’ve set up?
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