HEBREWS II  (Hebrews 5-13)

Lesson 4 – 5:11-14

“Letting the Priest Do His Job”

I. Repose: Eucharisteo Prayer

II. Review:


A. Theme: Consider Jesus: hold fast, draw near, press on


B. Key Verse:  
Heb 9:19-24    “Since therefore, brethren, we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood 

of Jesus, by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His

flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a sincere

heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and 

our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without

wavering, for He who promised is faithful; and let us consider how to stimulate one another

to love and good deeds.


C. Perspective: Eternity is reality


D. Jesus is a story-telling High Priest



1. worship needs a high priest who will take man’s ugliness, kill it and bring it to God for restoration



2. worship needs a high priest who offers to re-tell our story as amazing grace by shedding light



     on our darkness, and offering acceptance and healing



3. worship without a high priest is to live profanely – outside of God’s presence


E. Jesus is a Faithful and Merciful High Priest



1. In being faithful to God’s priestly call He accomplished what we needed: a torn veil allowing God’s 

    Presence to pour out



2. In opening the veil Jesus gives us eyes to see eternity now, which assures us of our continued restoration



3. In allowing eternity to invade our transactional world Jesus is bearing us in His heart (being with us as we

    go through necessary death and resurrection) and on His shoulders (being responsible to bring circumstances

    that will bring me to completion

III. Priesthood of the Day – a cultural context


A. Spiraling Corruption / Escalating Control


1. Later Old Testament Period – losing character: forgetting justice and mercy



2. Intertestamental Period –        losing lineage and integrity: choosing by transaction






         “gaining” political power: regaining lineage by adding kingship to line



3. New Testament Period– “gaining” material power: becoming lucrative by adding restrictions, rules



( so the religious context of Jesus’ time was a powerful hierarchy that possessed much political and

    cultural influence, where “good Jewish life” was well-controlled by keeping God within their own

    box 


B. The Counter-establishment Priesthood of Jesus


1. Emptied Himself so He could do justice and mercy



2. Kept His connection with His Father, and thus His integrity: Politcally incorrect




3. Performed His Priestly role (forgiving & healing) outside the temple and authority of the priests



( so the content of Jesus’ Priesthood was a very marked antithesis of the religious priesthood where



     He possessed no organizational, transactional influence but transformationally let God’s Presence

     stream out of the box so that people could freely choose its grace

IV.  Priesthood for a New Day – a new context


A. Spiraling Vulnerability / Escalating Choice


1. Jesus participated fully in the process . . .

i. The process required: incarnation, death, burial and resurrection

ii. The process was good for Jesus in that He experienced full transformation to restored life

iii. The process was necessary for Jesus to be completely suited for the job of High Priest

2. . . .So that He could fulfill the Purpose of His Priesthood


i. To bring us full transformation to restored life (living fully in His Presence)


ii. To complete us – make us completely suited for the job of image bearers of Grace


iii. Which means that our process will be the same: spiraling vulnerability so we have



more and more opportunities to choose His grace


B. Choosing Priests – a Matter of Growing Up


1. Warning: a tendency to live like babies (holding to the priesthood of law)

Heb 5:11-13




i. choosing to be dull of hearing





a. no appetite or desire for growth





b. no exercise of attention to God’s Presence




ii. choosing to drink milk only





a. I will only partner with what is easy, simple  (rules, religion)





b. I will refuse to wrestle with tough, messy stuff





c. I will remain inexperienced in receiving God’s gift of Himself – grace




iii. leaves me unable to teach grace





a. because I’m not participating in it myself





b. but I’ll model law well





c. any influence I have will challenge others to be more externally controlled



2. Exhortation: let Jesus do His job (be your High Priest)



Heb 5:14




i. choosing to habitually eat solid food





a. willingly subject myself to the process of Christ’s priesthood bringing me





    to completion 





b. understanding in advance that incarnation, death, burial and resurrection are





    the normal procedure 





c. knowing also that my High Priest will go through the process with me, so I





    am constantly paying attention to His Presence




ii. choosing to “exercise naked”





a. willingly allow God to expose my shadows





b. so that I can recognize the things in my life which are constitutionally good





    (that work in harmony with everything else to bring me to completion) – even





    when they are not warm and fuzzy





c. so I can recognize the places in my life where evil lurks ( where I “give back”





    God’s grace, retreating in battle  (refusing to battle the walls I’ve made against





    Eternity)




iii. these choices enable me to teach others





a. which is an invitation to join me in life, rather than a didactic lesson





b. I am able to say to others that my hard circumstance is grace:






-it allows me to see my own shadows and thus I desire more union with Him






-it allows me to see others’ shadows as no different than my own and thus I






  am able to and desire to give grace





c. makes my life a natural flowing of His Presence, especially to those outside the 





     Law
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