HEBREWS II  (Hebrews 5-13)

Lesson 3 – 5:1-10

“A Faithful and Merciful High Priest”

I. Repose: Eucharisteo Prayer

II. Review:


A. Theme: Consider Jesus: hold fast, draw near, press on


B. Key Verse:  
Heb 9:19-24    “Since therefore, brethren, we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood 

of Jesus, by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His

flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a sincere

heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and 

our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without

wavering, for He who promised is faithful; and let us consider how to stimulate one another

to love and good deeds.


C. Perspective: Eternity is reality


D. Jesus is a story-telling High Priest



1. worship needs a high priest who will take man’s ugliness, kill it and bring it to God for restoration



2. worship needs a high priest who offers to re-tell our story as amazing grace by shedding light



     on our darkness, and offering acceptance and healing



3. worship without a high priest is to live profanely – outside of God’s presence

III. The Necessity of a High Priest for Reality


A. Unique Qualifications:



1. Chosen by God to bring reconciliation between people and God



2. Chosen from among men to be sympathetic to man



3. Chosen to be the only one who can go beyond the veil into God’s very Presence


B. Why this matters to us



1. We have been made to live in God’s Presence  (the only place of grace)



2. We have chosen to live outside His Presence (by choosing to rule our own life)




3. We need someone who is in His Presence to open the way for us again – if we ever want to be



     whole again, live in Shalom as we were meant to…live in reality


C. What happens when we try to reach His Presence on our own



1. by our own holiness – the story of Korah and the boys  (num 16:40-ff)



2. by our own strength – the story of Uzziah  (2 Chron 26)



3. each of these is unfaithfulness – not accepting the grace/gift of reconciliation that God has offered



3. no one reaches His Presence by any other way than what He has designated

IV.  The Preparation of a Levitical High Priest





Heb 5:1-4


A. God chooses and validates by Law


1. God chooses from among men:

i. being God’s choice, rather than man’s aspiration, makes sure it is from the eternal

   perspective

ii. being from men assures a sympathetic representative

2. God chose Aaron of the Levite tribe 


i. by His Word    (“bring Aaron and his sons to serve as my priests”)


ii. by demonstration of His power over life:  a dead branch that buds

3. by law the position is passed from father to son


B. God ordains    (Lev 8)


1. priest comes before congregation vulnerable



2. Washed



3. Clothed




i. for going into the Holy of Holies: robes for glory: woven untearable tunic, blue robe,

   breastplate with ephod and shoulder straps with stones, holy turban

ii. for taking the ashes of the dead burnt offering and putting them near the altar: 


white linen robe    (lev 6:9-10)

iii. when burnt offering is over for the day: (“it is finished”) 

     takes off linen robe and puts back on glory robe



4. Anointed with Oil



5. Sacrifices



6. Blood on right ear, right thumb, right toe



7. Clothes sprinkled with oil mixed with blood


V. The Preparation of Jesus our High Priest 






Heb 5:5-6, 10
A. God chooses and validates by Indestructible Life


1. God chose Jesus from among men

i. God’s choice, so eternal perspective

ii. Jesus was a man so he could sympathize with men

2. God chose Jesus out of the tribe of Judah


i. by His Word: “This is My beloved Son”


ii. by demonstration of His power over life: brought fruitful life out of death on dead tree




iii. only line of Judah could be king, according to God’s promise




iv. this older order of priests would fulfill the role of priest-king



2. by life the position is given from father to son


B. God ordains


1. Jesus comes into world vulnerable, emptied of rights and recognition of deity  (Phil 2)



    “…called Holy to the Lord…a light of revelation…appointed for the fall and rise of many”  Lk 2



2. Jesus is washed by John the Baptist at beginning of ministry




“This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased…”



3. Jesus is clothed in glory  (“He was transfigured ..and his garments became white as light”)




“This is My beloved Son, Listen to Him!”   Lk 9:35, Mt 17:2-5



4. Jesus is anointed with oil  (Mary anoints Jesus feet with nard* just before Passover)




“A voice out of heaven came saying ‘I have both glorified it (My Name) and will glorify it again.”  Jn 12:3-28



5. Jesus is sacrificed   (having his woven, untearable tunic taken off and rolled lots for)




“He said ‘I am the Son of God, His Chosen One’”  Mt 27:43



6. Jesus has blood on his ears from the crown of thorns, his hand and his feet from the nails




(dedicated to hearing God’s voice, doing God’s will, living God’s way)




“Surely this man was the Son of God”  Mk 15:39



7. Jesus has oil (myrrh* & aloe* from Nicodemus) and blood sprinkled on his linen burial clothes


             and buried near the place of crucifixion   jn 19:39




“…Thy God has anointed Thee with the oil of joy…all Thy garments are fragrant with myrrh and aloes”  Ps 45:7-8 



8. Jesus is resurrected  (leaving linen clothes behind, Mary supposes Him to be the gardener!)




“…I ascend to My Father…”   jn 20


9. Jesus in the true Holy of Holies (clothed in His dwelling of glory):   Rev 21




12 gates with 12 tribes written on them  = Jews are the gates




12 foundation stones with 12 apostles names = Apostles are the foundation




Together they are the body of Christ, the church – His priestly and royal garments 




  (said of both Jews and Gentiles: “you are a royal nation, holy priesthood”)





“Behold, I am making all things new…It is done. I am the Alpha and Omega…”

Eph 2:7-ff   “So that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in 

Christ Jesus…for He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one, and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall…

reconciling them both in one body to God through the cross…built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets…

in whom you are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit”  

VI. The Gift of a Faithful and Merciful High Priest




Heb 5:7-9, 9:11-12, 24, 10:20

A. In being faithful to God’s Priestly Call He accomplished what we needed:



1. He went behind the veil for us into God’s Presence



2. He ripped the veil open to make God’s Presence accessible



3. He keeps the veil open, allowing God’s Presence to spill out – expanding eternity to its rightful




place, filling the earth  (Rev 21 – new Jerusalem comes down out of heaven, “the 




tabernacle of God is among men and He shall dwell among them…”


B. In opening the veil, Jesus our High Priest:


1. gives us eyes to see reality/eternity right now



2. gives us opportunities to experience, live in eternity right now




…by showing us Himself breaking through our transactional world in all sorts of




transformational ways



3. gives us an assured hope of being fully restored to wholeness, knowing the process has begun


C. In allowing eternity to invade our transactional lives Jesus will continue to be our Merciful High Priest:


1. As High Priest taken from among men, He sympathizes with our predicament – 

living in eternity while in the midst of this transactional








    world 




i. Heb 2:14  He shares in flesh and blood, tempted in what He suffered so He can be





      a merciful and faithful high priest




ii. Heb 4:15  we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses,





        but one who has been tempted in all things as we are…




iii. Heb 5:1-2  every high priest taken from among men…can deal gently with the





        ignorant and misguided




iv. Heb 5:7-8   “in the days of His flesh, He offered up both prayers and supplications





       with loud crying and tears to the One able to save Him from death and He





       was heard because of His piety. Although He was a Son, He learned





       obedience from the things which He suffered.”



2. As High Priest he bears us on his heart  (the ephod over his heart)




i. He knows and understands the heartache of being heard but not spared from trials




    of death




ii. He experienced the resurrected new life that came OUT OF death – for Himself & others




iii. He knows the experience/practice of willingly subjecting self to God’s rule in the




     hardest of situations (death to my desires, hopes, ambitions) will bring restoration to me

     too, and others around me




iv. So He will remain with us AND in the Presence of His Father to keep us alive through it



3. As High Priest he bears us on his shoulders  (stones of ephod on shoulders)




i.   He upholds all things by the word of His power    (Heb 1:3)  - which means He has




      the responsibility of keeping me together




ii. He is bringing us through all things to the same ultimate conclusion that He experienced –




     a perfection, wholeness that allow us to fully live as one with Him in eternity




iii. “And the government shall be upon His shoulders”  (Is 9:6)  - the government/rule of my

      life is upon the shoulders of my faithful and merciful High Priest – so He has the 




      responsibility of directing my life to provide me opportunities to mature, grow into




      completion so I can live at peace in eternity

VII.  Responding to the Gift


A. Let us . . .



1. hold fast

Live with Him  (let Him live as owner, not renter)



2. draw near

Breathe with Him (His rhythm is deconstruction, rest, recons.-death, burial, resurr.)



3. press on

Expand with Him (continue receiving grace upon grace, seeing more & more of etern)



4. give thanks!

Celebrate with Him (rejoice at His Presence everywhere)
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