HEBREWS II  (Hebrews 5-13)

Lesson 1&2 – Overview

“A Story-Telling High Priest”

I. Repose: Eucharisteo Prayer


A. re-pose


B. ready to receive

C. remembering thanks


D. recording (book & tag)

II. Keys of Hebrews 5-13:


A. Theme: Consider Jesus: hold fast, draw near, press on


B. Key Verse:  
Heb 9:19-24    “Since therefore, brethren, we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood 

of Jesus, by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His

flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a sincere

heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and 

our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without

wavering, for He who promised is faithful; and let us consider how to stimulate one another

to love and good deeds.

C. Perspective: Eternity is reality

III. Remembering the Big Pix of Hebrews


A. Background:



1. Written to Jewish believers under hard times, who are tempted to go back to being

     under the Law



2. Written to encourage believers to keep their eyes on Jesus, as He is the only place where



     life is found


B. Summary of Hebrews 1 – 4, beyond



1. chap 1 begins by instilling awe: JESUS IS GOD




i. who spoke creation into being




ii. by being the Word in flesh He is re-creating again



2. chap 2 then continues by instilling comfort: JESUS IS MAN




i. who understands the transactional rhythms of this world

ii. and can sympathize with the temptations and sufferings that it brings



3. chap 3 then continues by instilling assurance:  JESUS IS THE FAITHFUL SON




i. who is building and keeping God’s house in tact




ii. continuing to speak the invitation to have hearts softened, shiny surfaces chiseled



4. chap 4 then continues by instilling confidence:  JESUS IS OUR FAITHFUL HIGH PRIEST




i. who has opened the way to the throne of grace   (4:16, 8:1)




ii. continuing to keep it open as He dwells in the real Sanctuary  (9:12, 24)




iii. bringing us a sure hope of full healing that saves us, makes us whole  (6:19, 7:19)



. . . all to instill true worship: JESUS IS GRACE, THE PLACE OF LIFE

IV.  Worship needs a High Priest


A. Levitical High Priest duties


1. inaugurated through vulnerability, exposure  (undressed and re-dressed)



2. hears worshippers confessed sins (walls built to keep own kingdom)



3. receives worshippers animal substitutes to be put to death



4. assists in killing animals, gutting animals, bleeding animals



5. brings blood (=life) into presence of God



6. communication re-opened between God and man


(so a high priest receives man’s ugliness, guts it, burns it and bleeds it to death, brings the dead man to 


    God, where God’s Presence restores life to the man


B. Jesus’ living High Priest examples:



1. Mt 8:2-ff




i. to the unclean leper  -  “you can make me clean”




ii. to the despised Roman centurion  - you can heal my servant from afar with your word




iii. to the feared and violent demon-possessed  - 



2. Mt 9:20-27




i. to the unclean bleeding woman  -  “she told Him the whole truth”




ii. to the pitied blind men  -  crying out “Lord have mercy on us”



3. Lk 7:37-9:43




i. to the immoral prostitute  - crying, wiping Jesus’ feet 




ii. to the reputable synagogue official  -  fell at Jesus’ feet -my daughter is dying




iii. to the everyday father  - shouted and begged Jesus -my son has seizures



4. Jn 4:7-ff




i. to the wrong-religion, immoral Samaritan woman at well – He knows me, is He not












the Christ?



5. Mt 9:9-13




i. “it is not those who are healthy who need a physician, but those who are sick…




     for I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners” 


Each of these gave Jesus their ugliness, in very public and vulnerable ways



They did NOT give Him a willingness or ability to “work on their ugliness”, but their inability



to restore themselves, and asked Him (their high priest) to take the ugliness before God and

restore them to life



6. Jn 8:3-13




i. to the adulterous woman – caught in the act





-the context: after last day of Feast of Tabernacles






+pix of God’s restored kingdom (Eden/eternity)






+Jer 17:5-14 read





-Jesus’ acts out the passage






+woman’s darkness exposed (doesn’t deny, rationalize – allow exposure)






+invitation to exposure given to “the good people”





-various responses






+ “good people” walk away (refuse the grace)






+ woman given grace – no condemnation and invitation to continue in grace





-Jesus’ declaration:






“I am the light of the world; he who follows me shall not walk






 in darkness”

C. Worship needs Grace 
A. Our High Priest offers to retell our story as amazing grace by:


1. Shedding light on our darkness  (grace . . . deconstruction . . . receiving a gift)




i. Grace will meet you at places of exposure (will I recognize my darkness?)




ii. Grace will free you to own it, thus disarming its power (will I own it?)



James 4:6  “God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”



2 Cor 12:9-10  “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness. Most gladly I will rather boast




about my weakness that the power of Christ may dwell in me…”



2. Offering acceptance where we are, rather than condemnation (grace . . . rest . . . giving thanks)




i. a continual flow of living waters, where I can always go for 




   refreshment, nourishment




ii. means denying self, running away from own rhythm, entering rest



Acts 20:32  “…the word of grace is able to build you up…”



3. Offering healing – replacement parts  (grace . . . reconstruction . . . rejoicing)




i. available only at the throne of grace




ii. a process that enables us to live more and more in eternity/grace/rest



2 Pet 3:18  “Grow in grace..”


B. Our High Priest invites us to Himself:


1. Consider Jesus our faithful High Priest, and hold fast to Him   (4:14, 10:23)  HE IS GRACE



-count Him as more valuable than anything you can bring to table (law)




-own the light and let it own you, letting it shine where He wants



2. Draw near    (4:16, 7:19, 7:25, 10:22)




HIS GRACE IS REST




-just as I am, knowing I am unconditionally loved and accepted




-receive His hand that brings me into rest



3. Press on    (6:1, 10:24, 12:1)





HIS GRACE IS LIFE




-live in the party He’s prepared  (means community that He’s chosen)




-receive the robe of His choosing




-receive the food He’s prepared


. . . all of this is a sacrifice of praise, gratitude  (12:28, 13:15), = worship

V. Worship without a High Priest – the profane way


A. Profane = living outside the sanctuary



1. a refusal to be exposed, vulnerable  (“I’m not sick”) 



2. a refusal to live life under grace  (I deserve a good life b/c I’ve worked for it)



3. a refusal to come into His grace-filled party  (I’ll decide what kind of party I’ll have)


B. Examples:



1. the rich young ruler of Mark 10:17-22



2. the elder son of Luke 15:11-32



3. each said:




-they want eternal life  (as a reward for work)




-they don’t want/need grace




-there is nothing to re-tell of their story
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