HEBREWS

Lesson 9

“Hard Times, Hard Hearts”  -  Hebrews 3

 “Therefore holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our confession. He was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as Moses also was in all His house…Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, “Today if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts as when they provoked Me, as in the day of trial in the wilderness.”   Heb 3:1-2, 7-8

I. Repose: Eucharisteo Prayer

II. Review:


A. Called to enter a different reality – eternity

1. Consider Jesus: draw near, hear His voice and rest


B.  To receive the calling as it is given, we have a need to DECONSTRUCT

“Do not be conformed to this world . . .”       (rom 12:2a)

1. the ways we avoid life (hide from God)

2. the ways we identify our life (independent from God)

3. the ways we build (reject God’s life)

C. Both deconstruction and reconstruction will be part of our road back to eternity, requiring:


“but be transformed by the renewing of your mind…”  (rom 12:2b)


1. A Master Builder with expertise in our realm and the realm of Eternity


2. A Commitment to the Builder, rather than a “plan”


3. An intensive observation of the Builder’s handling of the pieces of our lives, as He creates a


    masterpiece fit for eternity

D. Our re-connection with reality/eternity will require:


1. God to make the connection


2. Jesus Christ, being God, can do this


3. allowing Jesus to give us eyes to see Him connecting us, here and now, in all aspects of our life

E. Re-connection must also deal with angels


1. Establishing Jesus’ superiority over them (b/c we still listen to their voices)


2. Discerning their message – either God’s words or Satan’s


3. As Son of God, Jesus’ rendered the power of Satan’s angels ineffective – so we have a choice again:



to live under God’s rule in eternity


F. The Connection between Christ’s Deity and Humanity is essential for our restoration:



1. Because it is the example of what restoration looks like – a uniting of God with man



2. Because as man Jesus sanctifies us, separating us for Himself (like engagement/prayer shawl of understanding)



3. Because as God Jesus purifies us, making us His family, heirs (like marriage/chupa of His dwelling home)



4. So there is every reason to pay attention/not neglect – allowing Him to inform all of life


G. Our wholeness has always been His plan



1. We can be assured of restoration because of His Grace – continually caring for us in order to get us back to wholeness



2. We’ve had the way to restoration opened because of His suffering



3. We receive restoration as we live its privilege and pattern: incarnation, death & resurrection


H. Our Re-Connection is understood in Jesus the Man



1. Because He experienced the same life we live – yet never making the choice to rule Himself



2. Because He experienced the death we chose – and even in His separation from God He did not choose self-rule



3. so in His faithfulness to God (in death) I can live freely again in His realm



4. and in His mercy to me (in His life) I no longer have to live the lie that I am alone

III. Apostle and High Priest      






A. Apostle brings God to man


1. the essence of chapter 1: 

i. being God, Jesus brings us Himself

ii. being God the Creator, Jesus begins to restore us to His original intention


B. High Priest brings man to God


1. the essence of chapter 2:




i. being man, Jesus brings us to Himself




ii. being man, Jesus understands us and restores our glory and worth



2. as a man Jesus “put His trust in God” in life and death – never losing connection




i. even through the trials of this life




ii. even through death that separated Him from God




iii. b/c He believed God would deliver him out of death into life again – even tho




     it didn’t look or feel like it at the time – 




iv. This trust satisfied God so that He raised Jesus to life again 



(Jesus’ life, death and resurrection was a proclamation and demonstration that



    

GOD IS TRUSTWORTHY


C. Our confession


1. we say the same thing as ch 1 and ch 2:  (i.e. we believe)




i. Jesus is God and able to restore us




ii. Jesus is man and able to understand us




iii. Jesus was trustworthy with our life/death




iv. Jesus continues to be trustworthy to bring me life



2. How far does our confession go?




i. is it true for the parts of this life that are easily seen as glimpses of eternity?




ii. is it true for the parts of this life that are veiled as wilderness, trials?

{The Story of the New Testament Hebrews}

IV. The Faithfulness of Law and the Faithfulness of Grace




Heb 3:2-6


A. The necessity of Moses


1. Purpose:

i. to lead out of slavery (death)




ii. to point to new life



2. Faithfulness:




i. was good to give perspective of need, inability to get what I need (life of freedom)




ii. served in God’s house as a faithful friend – for a finite time

iii. was a witness to the life to come


B. The necessity of Jesus


1. Purpose:




i. to lead into life




ii. to be our life



2. Faithfulness:




i. continues to be good for/trustworthy to get us what we need




ii. built God’s house as the Son – remains so forever

iii. is the life that is available here and now

{The Story of the Old Testament Hebrews}

V. Trials and Wilderness


A. Purpose: to bring out the gold in us



1. Deconstruct – get rid of the dark veil that the world (Egypt) makes us accustomed to



2. Reconstruct – be alone with God to learn to look to Him for intimacy, provision = life



  (the process softens the heart to receive the grace of union with God

{The Story Continues: Meribah and Massah}


B. Temptation: to stiffen my heart   (try God by flipping roles, purpose)



1. to see God’s works without perceiving




i. not putting my trials into the context of His understanding 




ii. not putting my trials into context of His past faithfulness



2. to use the trials as proofs that God is not good nor present (or not good enough, not faithful enough) 




i. I’m not getting life – not getting the food I had, etc. – the good life I was promised




ii. I scoff at His refining as part of the gift of restoring




iii. saying in effect that a transactional structure gave me more life than grace does



3. to go astray = roam from what is good (grace)




i. I conclude that this trial is not the good life, so I’ll have to get life for myself




   (hardened by the deceitfulness of sin)





-so we set up the Law as a transactional structure, instead of the call to





 grace/rest that it is





-Isaiah 28:12-18



4. come out of Egypt led by law, and spend the “engagement” time continually missing the grace

 of relationship


C.  Result:  no union



1. God declares what is true: 




i. they refuse His work 




ii. they actively oppose His gracious word and purpose



2. God declares what will be true:




i. they will miss their intended goal




ii. they will miss wholeness, union with Him, the chance to shine with golden glory!

VI. Hearts and Ears


A.  Warning: hard hearts expose the distance



1. they provoke and anger God



2. they manifest to God your unwillingness to receive His gift



3. they display your lack of confidence in Christ’s work



4. they cause you to stand away from God’s Presence



5. thus, you will never get where you’re going


B. Response: hear His voice continually



1. Listen Today




i. what’s He saying?





a. I love you: I brought you out of the slavery of a transactional structure





b. I understand you: I am with you, restoring you to wholeness now





c. I will continue to restore you to unity with Me and a whole, transformational






way of living




ii. why today, why not tomorrow?





a. b/c that’s what Israelites did – and they missed His rest





b. faith is the way of seeing eternity today – not waiting till you have it fully





    in your hands




iii. keep a limber heart





a. turn back to what He has already done





b. see what He is doing today in that light of faithfulness





c. turn toward what He said He would complete  (Phil 1:6)



2. Encourage one another today




i. remind another that Jesus is indeed:





restoring,





understanding,





completing . . .
. . . them in this moment




ii. do it today  (each day will be today)




iii. remind each other of the necessity of limber hearts so they too can see





the God-man Jesus in the acts of restoring, understanding and completing





themselves and others
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