HEBREWS

Lesson 8

“Bringing Us To Glory”  -  Hebrews 2:10-18

 “Therefore holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our confession. He was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as Moses also was in all His house…Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, “Today if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts as when they provoked Me, as in the day of trial in the wilderness.”   Heb 3:1-2, 7-8

I. Repose: Eucharisteo Prayer

II. Review:


A. Called to enter a different reality – eternity

1. Consider Jesus: draw near, hear His voice and rest


B.  To receive the calling as it is given, we have a need to DECONSTRUCT

“Do not be conformed to this world . . .”       (rom 12:2a)

1. the ways we avoid life (hide from God)

2. the ways we identify our life (independent from God)

3. the ways we build (reject God’s life)

C. Both deconstruction and reconstruction will be part of our road back to eternity, requiring:


“but be transformed by the renewing of your mind…”  (rom 12:2b)


1. A Master Builder with expertise in our realm and the realm of Eternity


2. A Commitment to the Builder, rather than a “plan”


3. An intensive observation of the Builder’s handling of the pieces of our lives, as He creates a


    masterpiece fit for eternity

D. Our re-connection with reality/eternity will require:


1. God to make the connection


2. Jesus Christ, being God, can do this


3. allowing Jesus to give us eyes to see Him connecting us, here and now, in all aspects of our life

E. Re-connection must also deal with angels


1. Establishing Jesus’ superiority over them (b/c we still listen to their voices)


2. Discerning their message – either God’s words or Satan’s


3. As Son of God, Jesus’ rendered the power of Satan’s angels ineffective – so we have a choice again:



to live under God’s rule in eternity


F. The Connection between Christ’s Deity and Humanity is essential for our restoration:



1. Because it is the example of what restoration looks like – a uniting of God with man



2. Because as man Jesus sanctifies us, separating us for Himself (like engagement/prayer shawl of understanding)



3. Because as God Jesus purifies us, making us His family, heirs (like marriage/chupa of His dwelling home)



4. So there is every reason to pay attention/not neglect – allowing Him to inform all of life


G. Our wholeness has always been His plan



1. We can be assured of restoration because of His Grace – continually caring for us in order to get us back to wholeness



2. We’ve had the way to restoration opened because of His suffering



3. We receive restoration as we live its privilege and pattern: incarnation, death & resurrection

III. A Merciful & Faithful High Priest Brings Us to Glory      






A. Merciful (to us) in:  experiencing same life as we live




2:17, 18


1. born of a woman  (lk 1:26-35)



2. child of Nazareth
“



3. had an earthly name (Jesus) (Lk 2)



4.  dedicated at temple, as all 1st borns were  “



5. grew up under parent’s authority  “



6. grew physically, mentally  “



7. his own creation didn’t recognize him, accept him as special  (Jn 1)



8. was tempted by: physical need, presumptuous sin, power (mt 4)



9. not of popular group – not physically attractive, despised, sorrow & grief



10. was thought of as crazy by his own people  (Mk 3:21)



11. was considered a heretic by his own congregation  (Mk 3:22)



12. was pushed to promote himself by his own brothers  (jn 7:3-4)



13. own brothers did not believe in him  (jn 7:5)



14. did not want to suffer, but did want to do God’s will  (Lk 22, Mt 26)



15. lost and mourned friends (Lazarus), family (father) (Jn 11)



16. desired companionship, support  (Mt 26:38-40)



17. desired time alone with God   (Lk 5:16) 



18. needed rest  (Mk 6:31)



19. was betrayed by friends (Judas and Peter) (Jn 18)



=all without ceasing to TRUST GOD, remain under His authority




. . . having suffered betrayal, loss, need, temptation, aloneness, growth, subjection, 




      hatred, misunderstanding . . .  Jesus DOES understand my suffering in life



(so He could come alongside us in life, help us to trust God in midst of the suffering of life now


B. Faithful (to God) in:  experiencing the death we chose




2:17/ Ps 22


1. forsaken by God  (separated from His presence)



2. groanings not heard



3. no rest



4. felt as if a worm and not a man



5. despised by the people



6. sneered at



7. mocked for his faithfulness to God



8. taunted, yelled at



9. poured out like water



10. bones out of joint



11. heart like wax melting



12. strength dried up



13. tongue cleaves to jaws



14. dogs and evildoers surround him



15. hands and feet pierced



16. spectators stare at him



17. clothing taken by others



18. cries to God for help, finding none



19. amidst it all he proclaims the Lord as one who: (“I will proclaim Thy name to my brethren”)
 hears; does not hide His face from those suffering; satisfies

 is awesome; is to be worshipped; rules; 

 is righteous; & will perform restoration



=all without ceasing to TRUST GOD (even in separation from God)




. . . having suffered pain, humiliation, aloneness, hatred, little comfort . . .




Jesus DOES understand our fear of death



(so He could disarm Satan’s power of death, giving us back choice to trust God, life in His

   realm

C. High Priest:  re-connecting man to God





2:17


1. taking away condemnation (Rom 8:1)



2. giving us life (Roman 8:11)



3. Spirit indwells us, Christ in us   “



4. nothing can separate us from God’s love  (Rom 8:39)



5. now have ability to live by faith instead of sight  (Gal 2:20)



6. burial of old self  (Rom 6:4-10)



7. ability to walk in new life  (Rom 6)



8. promise of resurrection with Christ  (Rom 6)



9. God’s pledge of His promises being completely fulfilled  (2 Cor 5)



10. a heavenly, spiritual, imperishable body (I Cor 15)



11. victory over death, no sting in death



12. will be with Him always – no need to fear  (I Thess 4:13-18)



13. regain dominion, authority  (Dan 7, Rev 20)



14. no pain  (Rev 21)



15. no sorrow, tears   “



16. no mourning  “



17. no darkness, night  (Rev 22)



18. no more curse   “



19. right to the tree of life    “



=all because He remained connected to God and man throughout the suffering

  of both life and death


. . . having seen the joy ahead of relationship restored, Jesus CONTINUES to


      be the God-man connection, holding His priesthood forever (Heb 7:24)



( so He could restore wholeness: God and man in union, man and man in union – Shalom, Eternity

D. A Fitting Method of Restoration:  in keeping with God’s character


2:10


1. because God is just



2. because God is merciful



3. because it fulfills the promise of Covenant



4. because if fulfills the picture of Covenant

IV. Called to be Priests (blessed to be a blessing)

A. We no longer need to fear death






2:15


1. so I can live with confidence, abandonment, FREEDOM from trying to get life for self


2. so I can trust God completely (live in eternity/under His rule now)


B. We no longer need to fear life






2:15


1. He is able to come to our aid (He comes alongside us)


2. We become His body (He lives in us)


3. Satan’s power to “sift” us is under God’s control:  (Lk 22:31-ff)



i. Jesus is aware of it




ii. Jesus is providing Himself to us




iii. Jesus is praying for us in it:





-that we will not let go of God





-that we will turn and strengthen others


C. We can live as:   sanctified, set apart from and for




2:11


1. CONGREGATION (EKKLESIA) =  called out from Satan’s realm (our own kingdoms)



2. BRETHREN = called into Christ’s family



JN 17:15-23  …THAT THE WORLD MAY KNOW THROUGH JESUS





THAT THEY ARE LOVED
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