HEBREWS

Lesson 7

“The Pattern of Restoration – Living the Hope of Wholeness”  -  Hebrews 2:4-10

 “Therefore holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our confession. He was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as Moses also was in all His house…Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, “Today if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts as when they provoked Me, as in the day of trial in the wilderness.”   Heb 3:1-2, 7-8

I. Repose: Eucharisteo Prayer

II. Review:


A. Called to enter a different reality – eternity

1. Consider Jesus: draw near, hear His voice and rest


B.  To receive the calling as it is given, we have a need to DECONSTRUCT

“Do not be conformed to this world . . .”       (rom 12:2a)

1. the ways we avoid life (hide from God)

2. the ways we identify our life (independent from God)

3. the ways we build (reject God’s life)

C. Both deconstruction and reconstruction will be part of our road back to eternity, requiring:


“but be transformed by the renewing of your mind…”  (rom 12:2b)


1. A Master Builder with expertise in our realm and the realm of Eternity


2. A Commitment to the Builder, rather than a “plan”


3. An intensive observation of the Builder’s handling of the pieces of our lives, as He creates a


    masterpiece fit for eternity

D. Our re-connection with reality/eternity will require:


1. God to make the connection


2. Jesus Christ, being God, can do this


3. allowing Jesus to give us eyes to see Him connecting us, here and now, in all aspects of our life

E. Re-connection must also deal with angels


1. Establishing Jesus’ superiority over them (b/c we still listen to their voices)


2. Discerning their message – either God’s words or Satan’s


3. As Son of God, Jesus’ rendered the power of Satan’s angels ineffective – so we have a choice again:



to live under God’s rule in eternity


F. The Connection between Christ’s Deity and Humanity is essential for our restoration:



1. Because it is the example of what restoration looks like – a uniting of God with man



2. Because as man Jesus sanctifies us, separating us for Himself (like engagement/prayer shawl of understanding)



3. Because as God Jesus purifies us, making us His family, heirs (like marriage/chupa of His dwelling home)



4. So there is every reason to pay attention/not neglect – allowing Him to inform all of life

III. Restoration Assured because of the Grace of God            




Heb 2:5-9


From Bottom to Top: God encourages us that what we see is not the whole picture

      
A. God’s Plan


1. angels will not rule in eternity



2. we will have all things under our subjection


B. God’s Mind


1. He is continually remembering who He created us to be



2. He is continually looking upon us with mercy, favor & taking care of us to get us back to that place


C. God’s Timeline


1. Though we chose to give our position over to angels (and thus, take a lower position)



2. He has “demoted” us for only a little while


D. God’s Grace


1. He crowned us with glory (His image reflected)



2. He crowned us with honor (value)



3. He appointed us to a position of authority


E. God’s Restoration


1. isn’t obviously visible in us



2. but can be seen in Jesus

IV. Restoration opened because of the Suffering of Christ




Heb 2:9-10


From Hearing to Seeing: The call of 2:1 is to “pay closer attention” to what we


             have heard – take it from hearing the words in our head to seeing the grace:



vs. 9 – “but we do SEE Him…” (just as in Job 42:5; Eph 1:18)




Ah! Now we see/understand some of the fullness and wholeness of Who You are:





-a God who is with us





-a God who is for us





-a God who will not let us go




Christ in His humanity is a revelation of this in the midst of our suffering


A. Christ’s Incarnation


1. brought lower than angels: from ruler to subject



2. humiliation – brought low



3. He enters our realm to be with us
4. He takes on our position, in order to return our position


B. Christ’s Death(s)


1. suffering of perfection – through temptation/trials: from powerful to vulnerable



2. suffering of separation – through crucifixion: from whole to broken



3. He enters our suffering where we have been stripped of glory and worth, to be for us
4. He takes on our consequences, in order to return our glory and honor


C. Christ’s Resurrection


1. restoration of life, choice: from broken to whole – whole man united with whole God



2. He enters our prison and breaks the chains, as He will not let us go


3. He makes the choice for life, in order to give us the joy of wholeness again

V. Restoration received by living the hope of wholeness


A. Means not just receiving its effect – or waiting passively for its revelation


1. restored relationship



2. restored position


B. But also receiving its privilege


1. by continually seeing things as they were intended…the wholeness within all of life

2. by exercising dominion, as God does, by caring & tending for all things



2. by nurturing life with mercy and favor


C. And receiving its pattern of restoration


1. Incarnation 








RECEIVE GRACE




i. receiving the gift of humility




ii. being in need and not controlling how those needs get met




iii. I “enter” the realm of humility/suffering so I understand those who suffer



2. Death 








GIVE GRACE




i. suffering through temptation (death to self-rule) 





-give no opportunity to devil  (Eph 4:27)





-resist the devil and he will flee  (James 4:7)





-stand firm against devil’s schemes (Eph 6:11)





-extinguish Satan’s missiles by putting on full armor (Eph 6:16) 




ii. I allow temptations and trials to mature me, so that I don’t allow his angels’ voices to

    deceive me into thinking I need to get life for myself first (before I can minister to others)




iii. suffering through separation (death to self-preservation)





-come alongside another to experience their wound/evil





-instead of judging what they “deserve”, I judge what they need: grace





-I return to them the reality of eternity: glory and honor





  (I look for the reflection of God in them, and in seeing this I restore their worth 






i.e. they are worthy of my time and relationship)




iv. I enter the suffering so I can be there for them



3. Resurrection 






                   REJOICE IN GRACE




i. I see the wholeness of God’s realm in the here and now

ii. I see then the joy set before me – myself and others restored to that wholeness




ii. I joyfully live in that wholeness, am wholly present in it
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