HEBREWS

Lesson 5

“Better Than Angels”  -  Hebrews 1 cont’d

 “Therefore holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our confession. He was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as Moses also was in all His house…Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, “Today if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts as when they provoked Me, as in the day of trial in the wilderness.”   Heb 3:1-2, 7-8

I. Repose: Eucharisteo Prayer

II. Review:


A. Called to enter a different reality – eternity

1. Consider Jesus: draw near, hear His voice and rest


B.  To receive the calling as it is given, we have a need to DECONSTRUCT

“Do not be conformed to this world . . .”       (rom 12:2a)

1. the ways we avoid life (hide from God)

2. the ways we identify our life (independent from God)

3. the ways we build (reject God’s life)

C. Both deconstruction and reconstruction will be part of our road back to eternity, requiring:


“but be transformed by the renewing of your mind…”  (rom 12:2b)


1. A Master Builder with expertise in our realm and the realm of Eternity


2. A Commitment to the Builder, rather than a “plan”


3. An intensive observation of the Builder’s handling of the pieces of our lives, as He creates a


    masterpiece fit for eternity

D. Our re-connection with reality/eternity will require:


1. God to make the connection


2. Jesus Christ, being God, can do this


3. allowing Jesus to give us eyes to see Him connecting us, here and now, in all aspects of our life

III. What’s the deal with angels?


 A. Jewish thought


1. Angels were considered God’s highest form of communication with man, so although they didn’t

    always listen to the prophets, they were pretty strict about listening to angels.

2. Direct communication with God was unthinkable, so temptation to view Jesus as “highest 

    angel”

B. Why we need to know about angels










1. B/c angels remain messengers of God – we still listen to them


     (2 Cor 11:13-15; I Tim 4:1; James 3:15; Gal 1:6-8)


2. B/c we’ve been deceived before by listening to them


     2 Cor 11: 2-4


     Gen 3:1-6 -  “Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which the LORD God



     had made. And he said to the woman, ‘Indeed, has God said,

    ‘you shall not eat from any tree of the garden?’

     and the woman said to the serpent, ‘From the fruit of the trees of the garden we may

     eat; but from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, God has said,

    ‘You shall not eat from it or touch it, lest you die.’”

    And the serpent said to the woman, ‘You surely shall not die! For God knows that in 

    the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened and you will be like God, knowing

    good and evil.’

    When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to

    the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate


3. So we need to discern their messages:



i. test all spirits against Christ  (I Jn 4:1-5)



ii. understand their proper position



iii. understand what they say




a. God’s angels:  (Luke 1,2)





-Do not be afraid





-I bring good news of great joy





-The Lord is with you/Son of God is here




b. Satan’s angels:  (Gen 3)





-God doesn’t have to be the “boss of you”





-reality can exist outside of God (living out from under God’s rule isn’t death)





-you can have life by ruling yourself

IV. A better, more sure Name to rely on: The Son


A. At Birth: declared Son of the Most High


1. Luke 1:32  “He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High and the LORD God

 will give Him the throne of David.”
B. At Baptism: declared Beloved Son

1. Mark 1:11  “…and a voice came out of heaven ‘Thou art My beloved Son, in Thee I am well-

 

pleased.”
C. At Transfiguration: declared Son, Chosen One

1. Luke 9:35  “…and a voice came out of the cloud saying, ‘This is My Son, My Chosen One;




listen to Him!’”

D. At Resurrection: declared Son of God with power

1. Rom 1:3-4  “Concerning His Son, who was born of a seed of David, according to the flesh,




who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead..” 

E. Conclusion: God’s Son superior over angels
1. Acts 13:33  “…God has fulfilled this promise to our children in that He raised up Jesus, as it is also written in the second Psalm (& in Heb 1), ‘Thou art My Son; Today I have begotten Thee.’ And as for the fact that He raised Him up from the dead, no more to return to decay, He has spoken in this way: ‘I will give you the holy and sure blessings of David.’”

2. This victory, which proclaimed Jesus the Begotten Son, established His superiority as it is

     the decisive victory over man’s listening to a fallen angel and vindication of the ‘image of 

     God’ being brought under authority of an angel

V. Details of why Jesus is better than the angels


A. Heb 1:5a ((Ps 2:7 “For to which of the angels did He ever say ‘Thou art my Son, today I have

Begotten Thee”?

1. Jesus is the Son of God, begotten (issued from the very being) of God

2. Angels are messengers of God, created

3. In Jesus, we are called sons of God, having received a spirit of adoption, and brothers to the

    Son (Rom 8)

B. Heb 1:5b((Ps 2:7, 2 Sam 7:4  “I will be a Father to Him and He shall be a Son to me”


1. Jesus is the one to fulfill the Davidic promise, He will sit on the throne


2. Angels will worship the one on the throne


3. In Jesus, we can come to the throne with confidence to receive mercy and grace  (Heb 4:16)

C. Heb 1:6((Ps 97:7   “and when He again brings the first-born into the world He says, ‘And let the




  angels of God worship Him.”  (Ps 89:27 “I shall also make Him My first-born,




 highest of the kings of the earth.”)


1. Jesus is the first-born, pre-eminent/supreme over all – right of inheritance (birthright)


2. Angels were not put over creation (Heb 2)


3. In Jesus, we as His brothers also inherit the birthright  (Rom 8:29; Heb 12:15)

D. Heb 1:7((Ps 104:4  “Who makes His angels winds, and His ministers a flame of fire.”


1. Jesus is the heir whom the servants serve


2. Angels are the servants of the heir


3. In Jesus, we as fellow-heirs, are ministered to by the angels (who come and go (temporary), 










like fire and wind) (Heb 1:14)

E. Heb 1:8((Ps 45:6  “Thy throne O God is forever and ever and the righteous scepter is the

 scepter of His kingdom.”

1. Jesus is ruler over all, forever

2. Angels are not rulers over all

3. In Jesus, we as fellow-heirs will rule with Him (Rev 5:10)



and we will judge the world...and angels (I Cor 6:2)

F. Heb 1:9((Ps 45:7  “Thou hast loved righteousness and hated lawlessness, therefore God, thy God,




hath anointed Thee with the oil of gladness above Thy companions.”


1. Jesus is the Anointed One  (Is 61:1/Lk 4:18  “..Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because the 








Lord has anointed Me”)


2. Angels are not anointed


3. In Jesus, we are anointed (I Jn 2:27  “…the anointing which you received from Him abides in you”)


G. Heb 1:9b((Ps 45:7  “…anointed Thee with the oil of gladness…”



1. Jesus has the oil of gladness (=Spirit’s joy)  Acts 2:28  “Thou has made known to Me the ways

 of life; Thou wilt make Me full of gladness with Thy presence (He has done what Father told Him to do and thus achieved eternal redemption – restored what was intended!)

2. Angels bring tidings of joy

3. We are Jesus’ joy  (Heb 12:2) 


H. Heb 1:10-12((Ps 102:26-27  “Thou Lord in the beginning didst lay the foundation of the earth and the

 heavens are the works of Thy hands; they will perish but Thou remainest

 ….Thou art the same and Thy years will not come to an end”

1. Jesus is the eternal Creator


2. Angels are created, their fate already determined


3. In Jesus, we are redeemed, our fate changed, our reflective image restored so that we will abide with

 Him as fellow heirs, brothers, forever (Rev 20:5)

I. Heb 1:13((Ps 110:1  “But to which of the angels has He ever said, ‘Sit at my right hand, until




    I make Thine enemies a footstool for Thy feet’?”


1. Jesus is the ultimate Victor, with everything subject to Him


2. Angels are not called to sit (rest), but will continue as servants. World won’t be subjected to angels


3. In Jesus, we are called to rest and re-called to our original position. As His body we share



His same position – the earth will be subject to us (Eph 1:21-22; Heb 2:6-8)

“Quick Glance at Jesus’ Superiority to Angels”



    Angels




JESUS




Me, in Christ



  Relation:
messengers of God


SON OF GOD



Child of God, Brother of Christ

  Position:
created




CREATOR



created in His image













(fallen to below angels)

  Vocation:
Messengers of God’s words

THE WORD (prophet)


the Body (we show God’s Word)



Ministers to believers


HIGH PRIEST
 (priest)


royal priest to nations



Worshippers of God


RADIANCE OF GOD (king)

heirs (raised up to sit with Him)

  Future:
will remain angels


REMAINS SAME


will be co-rulers once again



(living around God)


living as GOD



(living in God: Christ in us, us in 
















Christ)

VI. SUMMARY OF HEBREWS 1:


A. Jesus is God – thus He can re-connect us to God



What does that means for us?



1.  Jesus’ very Presence is available in every moment of our life, every mundane activity



2.  His invitation in all of it is to receive the gift of His Presence with awareness and thanksgiving


B. Jesus is Son of God – thus He can bring us God’s message better than angels 



What does that mean for us? 



  1. I need to be intentionally aware of this because our present struggle is not against flesh and



      blood, but angels (Eph 6:12). In reality we rule over angels – in Christ their power is ineffectual.

2. When Jesus is linked to angels, it reminds us that our life, here and now, will have the same 

    temptations of Adam and Eve – to listen to voices that lead us away from life, voices that do not

    echo God’s voice  (which says real life is lived in My Presence)



3. Jesus has overcome these voices. He can and does meet us in the very thick of life –

    

    pain, suffering, temptations – as victor calling us to draw near to receive mercy for this very

    moment. His is not a call to look for an escape from this life, but to look for



    Jesus IN this life, this moment. (Greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world!). 
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