HEBREWS

Lesson 3

“Master Builder Needed”

 “Therefore holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our confession. He was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as Moses also was in all His house…Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, “Today if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts as when they provoked Me, as in the day of trial in the wilderness.”   Heb 3:1-2, 7-8

I. Repose: Eucharisteo Prayer


A. re-pose


B. ready to receive

C. remembering thanks


D. recording (book & tag)

II. Review:


A. Called to enter a different reality – eternity

1. Consider Jesus: draw near, hear His voice and rest


B.  To receive the calling as it is given, we have a need to DECONSTRUCT

“Do not be conformed to this world . . .”       (rom 12:2a)

1. the ways we avoid life (hide from God)

2. the ways we identify our life (independent from God)

3. the ways we build (reject God’s life)

III. Reconstruction


 “. . .but be transformed by the renewing of your mind . . .”     (rom 12:2b)

A. Means seeing, practicing, building, receiving the life we were meant for
1. turning around and beginning on the way back to Eden/restoration is only the beginning

2. we must continue on the “road”, getting a clearer and clearer vision of Eden, b/c the call is:

i. to consider Jesus  (harder to do this farther away)

ii. draw near, listen = intimate proximity

iii. enter rest = abide in Eden/eternity


B. Requires a master builder

1. this is something we are not


2. we need someone who is:



i. an expert builder in the realm of reality/eternity/Eden



ii. but also an expert in humans who have only lived outside reality



iii. more than:




-an example




-an instructor




-a guide




-a mentor



iv. fully invested in both realms



v. has full access to both realms



vi. stable enough in eternity that the pull of this realm never threatens

C. Requires a commitment to the builder, rather than to a plan

1. b/c we were each created w/ a unique reflective image


2. b/c we have each built unique boxes 


3. b/c a living person can adjust for the peculiarities at any time 


4. b/c life recognizes value of life. A plan is most efficient when starting from scratch,


    rather than repairing/restoring damage to come up with a whole

IV. Therefore, Consider Jesus



“Therefore holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the Apostle and High



 Priest of our confession…”


A. How we consider Jesus


1. See Him as Restorer/Master Builder: 

    Know that all pieces of my life have His attention, b/c He is all about restoring everything.



2. Watch intensely what He is doing with the pieces (hear His voice in everything)




i. de-constructing/disconnecting pieces that have been used to hide eternal life




   (circumstances He provides that challenge, expose my avoiding-,




    identifying self-, building- techniques I use to live my own life)




ii. re-constructing/re-connecting pieces for good, original purposes




    (opportunities He provides to rejoice, share, encourage, love, forgive…)



3. See His hands giving you these masterpieces as gifts, and receive them




i. even if I don’t see the beauty, I know He knows what He’s doing




ii. focus:





-if it’s on the process of dis- or re-connecting I will fear





-if it’s on the person who is completely connected – I will be confident


B. Why Jesus



“For He was faithful to Him who appointed Him, just as Moses was in all His house…”



1. Because of who He is (a big pix of Hebrews)




i. He is both Apostle and High Priest  (3:1)





-apostle=brings God to man;  priest=brings man to God





-He is equally connected, representative of both realms





-It is His relationship (to Father in eternity, to me His brother in this realm) that





   will transform my reality  (change which realm I live in)




ii. He is faithful to the One who appointed Him (3:2)





-the “One” – God – whose purpose is to restore Edenic relationship with us





-He has a proven track record with His faithfulness to this One




iii. He is the original creator – He knows what we are supposed to be  (1:2)




iv. His words hold power to create – thus He can re-create (1:3)




v. His position, ruler of creation – is what we are called to become (1:8)




vi. His vocation is sanctifier – and we need holiness to live in eternity (1:3, 2:11)




vii. His relationship to us is brother – we are connected at the core (2:12)




viii. His experiences  of living in this realm without being separated from eternity –




        assures us that eternity is real  (2:14-18)




ix. His body ripped open lives on - the very opening we need to return to eternity (10:5-10)




x. His blood continuing to pulse through His life – gives us a clean life in eternity (9:12-14)




xi. His effectiveness in always living to intercede for us – gives us a whole life (save forever)





(7:25)




. . . because He is the only One who has what we need to get to, and live in eternity




And He is willing and able to share it with us.


C. Recognizing when we’re not considering Him



“Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, Today, if you hear His voice, do not harden




 your hearts as when they provoked Me, as in the day of trial in the wilderness.”



1. Provoking = irritating, exasperating (by not receiving a good gift)



2. In the day of trial in the wilderness




trial = testing to bring out the good




wilderness = place of solitude




a place where I find I can’t provide for myself – but He can



3. not receiving deconstruction as a gift:  Ex 17:2-7




(after deliverance from Egypt, parting of Red Sea, giving of manna – just days/weeks before)




they quarreled with Moses about not having water to drink and complained,

 “Why have you brought us up from Egypt to kill us…   they tested the Lord saying,

 “Is the Lord among us or not?”

i. deconstruction often comes as an interruption of your picture




ii. shown in not continually appreciating His deliverance




iii. shown in questioning God’s Presence



4. not receiving reconstruction as a gift: Psalm 78:18




They saw all His works… “Yet they still continued to sin against Him to rebel against




The Most High in the desert and in their heart they put God to the test by asking food



according to their desire. Behold, He struck the rock, so that waters gushed out and




streams were overflowing. Can He give bread also? Will He provide meat for His




people? Therefore the Lord heard and was full of wrath…because they did not believe




in God and did not trust in His salvation”




i. reconstruction often comes as a change of your picture




ii. unreceptiveness evident in doubting that God is bringing His good, restoring life




iii. unreceptiveness evident in dissatisfaction of His provision



5. not seeing provisions as Christ Himself:  I Cor 10:1-ff




“…all ate the same spiritual food and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they were




drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them and the rock was Christ….




These were our examples that we would not crave evil things  (evil things = give back, recede)




i. the physical provisions in this world are in actuality spiritual – of the eternal




   realm – and they are Christ, who feeds us from eternity




ii. unreceptiveness evident in ignoring them as His voice speaking 




iii. unreceptiveness evident in rejecting them, looking for something on our




     own (apart from Him) – this shows up as idolatry, immorality, grumbling 

V.  Why receive deconstruction, reconstruction as a gift?

“. . .so that you may prove the will of God, that which is good, acceptable and perfect.”  Rom 12:2


(so that you become evidence that God’s will and present working is indeed restoration of Edenic 

Eternity
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