HEBREWS

Lesson O  -  Introduction

I. Hebrews: narrative sermon


A. movie clips


B. discussion question: How do you respond when you receive an invitation that is in some way 





uncomfortable/unusual/unwanted?


C. The reality of “Harvey”


D. The reality of Hebrews

II. Hebrews: overview


A. Author: unknown


B. Recipients: Jewish believers


C. Key words:  Jesus Christ…sacrifice/offerings…faith(ful)…voice/speak…priest


D. Purpose:  to exhort us to consider Jesus – always


E. Theme: Consider Jesus, draw near and hear His voice


F. Key Verse:  Heb 3:1-2, 7-8   “Therefore holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider



Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our confession. He was faithful to Him who appointed



Him, as Moses also was in all His house…Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, “Today if



you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts as when they provoked Me, as in the day of



trial in the wilderness.”

III. Hebrews:  context


A. God’s narrative begins


1. Genesis – good creation, God’s realm; man’s choice, man’s realm



2. Exodus – deliverance from man’s realm to wilderness




-God begins to heal, restore by coming to them, bringing His realm into their midst



3. Leviticus – invitation to draw near through priests




i. a picture/practice of what was to come in restoration




ii. required first the vulnerability of priests




iii. required bringing your best (yourself) back to God – which was a gift from God











to begin with




iv. required sharing meal of sacrifice with others in gratitude and celebration




v. required practicing celebrating life as Sabbath


B. God’s narrative consummated – Hebrews



1. Now that God’s realm has broken into man’s realm, the “marriage” has begun. Access to



    His Presence is open and available at all times. Restoration of His good creation has begun!



2. And we have a choice once again: How to respond to this good news/good creation. Hebrews



    is all about making sure we respond with the good choice this time by:




i. Encouraging us – Jesus Christ IS the reality, life at its best, good life. It’s true!




ii. Warning us – Don’t harden your hearts against this reality. Don’t go back to striving






to make life for yourself by trying to be perfect (Law)




iii. Exhorting us – Enter His rest, His realm





a. why:






-b/c it is The Calling of the restored creation: draw near






-b/c it is your Position in the restored creation: sabbatismos=repose





-b/c it is Reality: what will remain and always is: eternity




b. how:






-listen






-receive with thanks






-share the invitation







. . . practice these, remembering it is a story/life, not a formula


C. God’s narrative in “full”


1. Gen 1:1-2:2     “In the beginning God created…and God saw all that He had made, and behold it was very good.





Thus the heavens and the earth were completed, and all their hosts. And by the seventh day God




                completed His work which He had done; and He rested on the seventh day.”



2. Gen 3:6, 10, 22-24     “…she ate…and he ate…And he said, ‘I heard the sound of Thee in the garden, and I was





afraid because I was naked; so I hid myself…Then the Lord God said…’lest he stretch out his hand





and take also from the tree of life and live forever…the Lord God sent him out from the garden of





Eden,…so He drove the man out; and at the east of the garden of Eden He stationed cherubim, and




                the flaming sword which turned every direction, to guard the way to the tree of life.”



3. Ex 25:18-22, 26:31-33     “And you shall make two cherubim of gold, make them of hammered work at the two





ends of the mercy seat…and the cherubim shall have their wings spread upward, covering the 





mercy seat with their wings…and there I will meet with you; and from above the mercy seat from





between the two cherubim which are upon the ark of the testimony, I will speak to you…”





“And you shall make a veil of blue and purple and scarlet material and fine twisted linen; it shall





be made with cherubim…and you shall hang up the veil…and shall bring in the ark of the





testimony there within the veil; and the veil shall serve for you as a partition between the holy





place and the holy of holies. And you shall set the table (of shewbread) outside the veil and the





lampstand…”



4. Ps 104:4        “He makes the winds His messengers, Flaming fire His ministers”



5. Is 64:1           “Oh, that Thou wouldst rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains might quake at Thy





presence – as fire kindles the brushwood, as fire causes water to boil – to make Thy name known





to Thy adversaries…When Thou didst awesome things which we did not expect, Thou didst come 





down.”



6. Ezek 10:1-7   “Then I looked, and behold, in the expanse that was over the heads of the cherubim, something





like a sapphire stone, in appearance resembling a throne, appeared…the voice of God Almighty





when He speaks…He commanded the man clothed in linen, saying, ‘Take fire from between the





whirling wheels, from between the cherubim…then the cherub stretched out his hand from 





between the cherubim to the fire which was between the cherubim, took some and put it into the





hands of the one clothed in linen, who took it and went out…”



7. Heb 1:7         “And of the angels He says, ‘Who makes His angels winds, and His ministers a flame of fire.”



8. Rev 21:2       “And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as





a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying “Behold,





the tabernacle of God is among men, and He shall dwell among them and they shall be His





people and God Himself shall be among them.”



9. Rev 22:1-5    “And he showed me a river of the water of life clear as crystal, coming from the throne of God





and of the Lamb, in the middle of the street. And on either side of the river was the tree of life,





bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and the leaves of the tree were for





the healing of the nations. And there shall no longer be any curse and the throne of God and





of the Lamb shall be in it; and they shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads.





And there shall no longer be any night; and they shall not have need of the light of a lamp nor





the light of the sun, because the Lord God shall illumine them; and they shall reign forever





and ever.”

IV. Hebrews: praying in “repose”


-opportunity to practice:




listening -  “Lord, what do you have for me?”




thanking -  “Thank you for the gifts of this day…glimpses of your good…the sun 






streaming through the leaves, a daughter’s laughter, the red light






that stops me from hurrying and missing your voice”




sharing   -    “Here is the good gift I saw God giving….”

Turn your eyes upon Jesus

Look full in His wonderful face

And the things of earth will grow strangely dim

In the light of His glory and grace
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