LEVITICUS

Lesson 7 – chapters 25-27

“Released to Live a Jubilee Life”

I. Review:

A. Key Verse:  Lev 20:7,8 “Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I am the Lord your God.

 And you shall keep My statutes and perform them:  I  am the Lord who sanctifies you.”

B. Theme: Called to come near, Called to be holy, Called to serve…and He provides the Way.

C. Restoration begins with Recognition


1. God validates us first with His invitation to come near 


2. God trains us to recognize the levels of sin’s disruption of shalom – through sacrifice


3. God re-trains us to receive restoration daily

D. Dedicated to Holiness


1. means we come near completely vulnerable, dedicating our entire selves that He may wash, clothe


     and fill us in all of our parts


2. we allow Him to mark our ears, thumbs and toes as tools primarily for His use – always hearing His


     call to come near in all our circumstances and to receive restoration


3. so we are able to serve holiness to others, inviting them to come near and receive restoration with us


4. we honor holiness by being sober, alert to our coming near, serving without our entire selves given over

E. Healthy Living


1. called to take into our hearts only that which affirms life as He intended


2. called to ask our Priest to look at areas of our life to see if they are unclean (transactional), and then to


    have Him clean those areas, transform them so they give life


3. these calls are for both building up life (in me and community) and protecting from spreading death

F. Life Again

1. As Christ fulfilled the Sacrificial System by becoming The Tabernacle, The Priest and The Sacrifice

    we find complete cleansing in receiving this truth

2. As Christ expands the cleansing by breathing into us, we find God’s life within us – just as He 

    originally intended

3. As we are filled with His life, we now become His Tabernacle, His Priest and His Sacrifice for others


G. Called to Holiness



  1.  By celebrating Christ’s fulfillment of the ritual laws



  2.  By examining our own cultural ways that look outside of the source of life for fulfillment



  3.  By receiving the moral laws as gifts that bring life:




a. pursue personal holiness, wholeness




b. give holy service of humility, compassion and invitation


H. Resting in the Restoration of the VERY GOOD



1. by receiving Sabbath as a gift of God’s own rhythm



2. by practicing living in His realm through celebrating His work (festivals)



3. by trusting His ways are the life of Eden



4. by sharing the overflow of joy we experience in living in His realm

II. Cause for Celebration








Lev 25


A. The Sabbatical Year:










1. Once every 7 years

2. Man & beast released from work for one full year

3. Land released from being worked for one full year

4. Debtors released from paying debts until next year

B. The Jubilee Year: 

1. Once every 50 years


2. Akin to the Feast of Weeks/Pentecost – full, abundant harvest celebrated


3. Man & beast released from work for a second full year


4. Land released from being worked for another full year


5. Land returned to original owner


6. Debtors released from all debts


7. Slaves released 


8. Every person would normally experience at least one Jubilee during their adult lifetime


9. Begins on Day of Atonement – beginning of Civil Year


(a year of release – freedom

C. Purpose:

1. Ecological: 

a. rests people, land and beasts  

b. making each healthier, more productive (able to produce more and better, more nutritious)


2. Economic: 

a. interrupts escalation of greed -

b. making community healthier, more productive by balancing economy with concern for poor

 & afflicted


3. Sociological:



a. assures society will not be dominated by a few



b. making community healthier, safer with no undercurrent of dissatisfaction, civil strife


4. Spiritual: 

a. resists temptation to self-idolatry

b. making relationship with God healthier, more satisfying – by affirming truth that land and

 people belong to Lord


5. Overall: 

a. restores all of creation to wholeness



b. creating time and company to discover, enjoy, appreciate the gift of life

D. Implications

1. Reminds us of the truth

i. all resources are a gift of God



ii. all resources are under our care



iii. all people are “us” – 




a. all of us have what we have because of God’s goodness, grace




b. none of us has what we have b/c we are “good”, “strong,” “capable”




c. our abilities, opportunities, circumstances are gifts from God




d. there is no room to ‘judge’ the poor, destitute



iv. we can, and should, trust God for everything pertaining to life


2. Requires trust



i. in the faithfulness of God



ii. in mutual relationships with one another


3. Eliminates double-mindedness



i. don’t ‘have’ to worry about the past: striving to make up for mistakes, debts

ii. don’t ‘have’ to worry about the future: working enough/more to get enough/more



ii. so my mind can be whole, completely in one place – the present (rather than split



     between now and past/future)


4. Frees us to live joyously



i. “proclaim release (liberty) throughout the land”  (25:10)



ii. release/liberty = being without constraint, flowing freely like a stream



iii. we are all completely free to start again – “a new day with no mistakes in it”



iii. since our destiny is in God’s hands:

a. our lives are not, in the end, controlled by other’s bad decisions or our own

b. no one can ruin/take away my life

c. so we are free to love, forgive, restore relationships

E. The Big Picture

1. Jubilee is the practical experience of receiving the VERY GOOD life God wants to restore


2. Sabbatical Years are rehearsals/opportunities to practice on a less-intense scale the Jubilee


3. Sabbath is a bite-size opportunity to practice, experience Jubilee


4. Sabbath, Sabbatical Year and then Jubilee are given in a specific order and for a specific 


     length of time because God is weaning them (and us) from the transactional life they are


     so ingrained in.


(how then does this color a once-a-week celebration of Sabbath?

III. Cause for Choosing
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After presenting them with the full picture of the restored life He is offering, The Lord reminds them once again just who He is, and presents them with two choices for what they might become. Given all the provisions he has made, as detailed in the first 25 chapters of the book, He asks: "Are you going to be all I intend you to be, all I enable you to be? Are you going to be a holy, special people for my own dear possession? Or will you reject me and abhor me? The answer to that question determines your destiny."

A. Who He Is:


1. I am the LORD – the self-sustaining One; the only One who gives life



2. I am your God – I am for you completely. I remember my promises.


B. What He Has Done:


1. I brought you out of slavery



2. I broke the forces that controlled you



3. I made it possible for you to walk with dignity



4. I purposed for you to live freely



(You are mine. I am giving you all you need. Are you going to accept that gracious gift or not?



    I’m offering you the choice.

A. Their/Our Choices:
1. Receive His gift by trusting His ways 

a. reap life:

b. sustenance, security, shalom, God’s presence, God’s intimate relationship

2. Refuse His gift by trusting own ways


a. reap death in progressively deeper ways:


b. fear, weakness, hunger, enemy take-over, desolation/dispelled from land

3. Reconsider His gift by turning from own ways


a. by confession: acknowledge the truth: own ways do not bring life


b. by humility: give up self-sufficiency


c. which enables one to accept consequences of sin graciously

B. God’s Choices bound by covenant


1. He will grant us our choices – because He is faithful to fulfill what He offered




a. when we choose life, He gives life




b. when we choose death, He gives death



2. He will remember His Covenant (Abrahamic/New)




a. by giving the land its needed rest




b. by not rejecting them




c. by remembering for them the Covenant
IV. Cause for Committing
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A. God continues to commit

1. To be their God


2. To make them His people, His priests


3. To bless them with restored life

B. The People’s Freedom to Commit

After hearing, understanding the amazing gift of life He is offering, it would be quite natural to


feel a desire to give, out of gratitude, a permanent gift to the Lord. One may also desire to give in

 anticipation of receiving some specific provision of life – i.e. a promise to give when that provision is

 experienced
1. Whatever they desire:

i. their person



ii. their possessions



iii. their land



iv. their spoils of war (for destruction)

5. Only if they desire:

i. it is a voluntary commitment, not obligated


6. Only one term:

i. it is a lasting commitment – wholly devoted for God’s use

V. Israel’s History with “Release”

“For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, flowing forth…a land where you shall eat food without scarcity, in which you shall not lack anything...When you have eaten and are satisfied, you shall bless the Lord your God for the good land which He has given you. Beware lest you forget the Lord your God by not keeping His commandments and His ordinances and His statutes which I am commanding you today; lest, when you have eaten and are satisfied, and have built good houses and lived in them, and when your herds and your flocks multiply and your silver and gold multiply and all that you have multiplies, then your heat becomes proud and you forget the Lord your God who brought you out from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery…Otherwise, you may say in your heart, ‘My power and the strength of my hand made me this wealth.’ But you shall remember the Lord your God, for it is He who is giving you power to make wealth, that He may confirm His covenant which He swore to your fathers…”  Deut 8:7-18


A. Commitment


1. Verbally committed to do everything Lord commanded and to be His people  (Ex/Deut)


2. Kept back their best from Him  (Malachi)


3. Made rash vows – using them as transactions  (Judges)

B. Choices


1. Chose their own ways:




a. prospered in the land and became greedy, idolatrous, and oppressive (Amos, Hosea)



b. each level of “death” was experienced until they were dispelled from the land (Judges-ff)



c. in exile they turned back to Lord, re-committing themselves to Him & returned to land 

(2 Chron; Ezra)


C. Life


1. Sabbath:




a. followed the letter of the law, eventually forgetting the heart



2. Sabbatical Year:




a. failed to celebrate this for 490 years



3. Jubilee Year:




a. never celebrated

VI. Applying Release to Ourselves


A. Sabbath, Sabbatical, Jubilee


1. Jesus has fulfilled these and IS our REST  (Luke 4:16-ff)



“And He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up; and as was His custom, He entered the synagogue on the Sabbath, and stood up to read.  And the book of the prophet Isaiah was handed to Him. And He opened the book and found the place where it was written, "THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE ANOINTED ME TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR. HE HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES, AND RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND, TO SET FREE THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED, TO PROCLAIM THE FAVORABLE YEAR OF THE LORD." And He closed the book, gave it back to the attendant and sat down ; and the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on Him.  And He began to say to them, "Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing."



2. If Jesus is our rest, our “Jubilee” then we are invited to live within the realm of Jubilee:




a. transforming our hearts:





i. toward God – able to trust His faithfulness more and more





ii. toward others – they are “us” – no longer an enemy, rival or threat




b. transforming our thinking:





i. no more dualistic thinking – worried about past or present





ii. able to be fully present in the gift of now




c. transforming our actions:





i. able to forgive debt:






-anyone who “owes” us, done us wrong

ii. able to set our captives free:






-those we have kept in bondage by unforgiveness






-those we have kept in bondage by expectations






-those we use for our own purposes





iii. able to return to living in the land – God’s kingdom/realm






-where I receive all of life from Him






-where I trust His ways as the VERY GOOD of Eden






-where I enjoy resting alongside Him, experiencing His creative work





iv. able to address the imbalance of rich & poor






-sharing what God has given me with those in need






-not judging who deserves help, but whomever God puts in my path




d. transforming our attitude:





i. able to celebrate that I belong to God





ii. able to celebrate that everything I have was given to me by God





iii. able to receiving everything as His working to restore me to the VERY GOOD life





iv. able to serve others joyously with the priestly invitation:






“Release is available! – Draw Near!”


B. Choosing life or death


“Seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.  For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust. …So, friends, confirm God's invitation to you, his choice of you. Don't put it off; do it now. “ (2 Peter 2: 3-4, 10 the message)



1. I can/will make a once-for-a-lifetime choice between life or death, His gift or my work

2. But even after that I will still have the small choices of everyday life or death

3. The Jubilee life is foundational for helping us to recognize those choices and interrupt choices for

    death


C. Commitment

“For the eyes of the LORD range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to Him.” 2 chron 16:9

“Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.”  Rom 12:1


1. He is looking for those whose hearts are fully committed to Him

2. Anything I have committed is HIS to use, as He sees best, for always

3. But I can only commit, vow by His grace, mercy

(If worship is honoring the One who came to bring us PEACE and REST

 (as pictured and experienced in the Jubilee) 


but we never receive that experience . . .


. . . How do we fulfill our roles as priest inviting others to COME NEAR?
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