LEVITICUS

Lesson 6 – chapters 23-24

“Resting in the Restoration of the VERY GOOD”

I. Review:

A. Key Verse:  Lev 20:7,8 “Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I am the Lord your God.

 And you shall keep My statutes and perform them:  I  am the Lord who sanctifies you.”

B. Theme: Called to come near, Called to be holy, Called to serve…and He provides the Way.

C. Restoration begins with Recognition


1. God validates us first with His invitation to come near 


2. God trains us to recognize the levels of sin’s disruption of shalom – through sacrifice


3. God re-trains us to receive restoration daily

D. Dedicated to Holiness


1. means we come near completely vulnerable, dedicating our entire selves that He may wash, clothe


     and fill us in all of our parts


2. we allow Him to mark our ears, thumbs and toes as tools primarily for His use – always hearing His


     call to come near in all our circumstances and to receive restoration


3. so we are able to serve holiness to others, inviting them to come near and receive restoration with us


4. we honor holiness by being sober, alert to our coming near, serving without our entire selves given over

E. Healthy Living


1. called to take into our hearts only that which affirms life as He intended


2. called to ask our Priest to look at areas of our life to see if they are unclean (transactional), and then to


    have Him clean those areas, transform them so they give life


3. these calls are for both building up life (in me and community) and protecting from spreading death

F. Life Again

1. As Christ fulfilled the Sacrificial System by becoming The Tabernacle, The Priest and The Sacrifice

    we find complete cleansing in receiving this truth

2. As Christ expands the cleansing by breathing into us, we find God’s life within us – just as He 

    originally intended

3. As we are filled with His life, we now become His Tabernacle, His Priest and His Sacrifice for others


G. Called to Holiness



  1.  By celebrating Christ’s fulfillment of the ritual laws



  2.  By examining our own cultural ways that look outside of the source of life for fulfillment



  3.  By receiving the moral laws as gifts that bring life:




a. pursue personal holiness, wholeness




b. give holy service of humility, compassion and invitation

II. Holy Times











Lev 23


A. Appointed times:










1. God has carefully orchestrated a specific sequence and timing

2. God has designated such as meetings between Himself and His people

3. God has designed these for holy purposes – meant for wholeness

4. God has declared that the VERY GOOD of Eden is coming

B. Holy Convocations:


1. Purpose is for times of holy convocation = rehearsals for wholeness; recitals that declare restoration


2. They will collectively tell God’s story of restoration


3. They will picture the entire redemptive career of Messiah


4. They will give opportunities to display trust in God’s complete restoration of Eden 

III. Rhythms








A. Sabbath
1. The rhythm of God’s Life/ Eden 

a. Corresponds to creation

b. with a pattern of 7’s (=perfection, wholeness)


B. Festivals


1. The rhythm of created natural life




a. Corresponds to agricultural life – harvests




b. corresponds to human reproductive life –




c. with a pattern of 7    (7 feasts; all fall festivals in 7th month)


C. Acclimation


1. Breaking from world’s rhythm - interruption



2. In order to get used to living the new rhythm – in God’s realm



3. Because it is the wholeness we’ve been made for and are being restored to

IV. Celebrations


A. Sabbath


1. God’s example




a. established in Eden




b. created life for 6 days




c. saw all He had made and it was VERY GOOD  (=aesthetic & enjoyable)




d. rested – not out of exhaustion or need, but out of enjoyment, took time to





    soak in the good, appreciate the climax of creation



2. What it is




a. A seventh day of every week 




b. a covenant sign of God’s authority as creator of life, provider of life




c. A fully-dedicated day spent with Him soaking in His VERY GOOD, a gift




d. Made to benefit man, not burden him




e. God’s pleasure bestowed on us without regard to what we have done



3. God’s purpose




a. to remember that it is He who sanctifies – makes us whole, giving us the VERY GOOD




b. to remember they were slaves & God brought them out




c. that they might rest – be like God who interrupts the creative work to soak it in




d. that they might share this good life with others and  all creation (be like God, again!)



4. God’s invitation




a. (Ex 20:4) Begins by reminding them what HE HAS DONE






(his work is grace – it makes our work possible)




b. So it is an invitation to step out of their realm into His realm




c. Join God in stepping back and marveling at how VERY GOOD is what He has created




d. rest – sit still and know (experience) God




          (trust the reality of Sabbath – He is the one who created and enjoyed the VERY GOOD 

 life to begin with; He is restoring that life. Taste, enjoy the VERY GOOD of the

 



of the kingdom He is restoring


B. Festivals


1. God’s example




a. begins to establish with His deliverance from Egypt




b. His delivery is the beginning of His redemption – re-establishing them in the good life




c. He will lay out His re-creative work in the picture/practice of festivals (with Sabbaths





connected to all)

2. God’s purpose




a. To set a rhythm for His re-creation




b. To assure that He IS re-creating, restoring His VERY GOOD kingdom

 

c. To paint a full picture of the substance of His restoration, so all will recognize it




    when it comes. Christ is, and continues to be, the substance. (col 2:16-17)



3. God’s invitation




a. Begins by calling them to see what HE WILL DO




b. So it is an invitation to draw near and participate in His realm




c. Join God in imagining how VERY GOOD His re-creating will be




d. Celebrate - Be fully engaged with what God is doing





(trust the reality of redemption -  The complete restoration of His kingdom has





    already been worked out in Christ. 



4. What they are:




a. The Spring Feasts:




i. Passover



  (fulfilled in Christ on Good Friday

-lambs blood gave them life
     -Christ our Passover lamb is sacrificed to

give us life





   -Nisan 14th



     -Nisan 14th





  (trust God has released you from death:  There is New Life




ii. Feast of Unleavened Bread

(fulfilled in Christ in the grave





    -purging of all leaven


     -purging of our sin






    -Nisan 15th – 21st


     -Nisan 15th





   (trust God will get rid of my slavery(sin):  There is a different, Unencumbered Life





iii. Feast of First Fruits


 (fulfilled in Christ at Resurrection





    -promise of the harvest to come
      -the guarantee that the rest of the









       harvest would be resurrected to life





    -anywhere from Nisan 16th – 21st




     (the day after Sabbath = Sunday)
   -Sunday, Nisan 16th




  (trust God will provide more harvest:  There is more life to come, Abundant Life





   (a break called “The Counting”)
  ((disciples counted these days in










      Jerusalem waiting for the HS)





  (trust God will not leave us w/o provision:  There is an assured hope, Expectant Life





iv. Feast of Weeks (Pentecost)

  (fulfilled with arrival of Holy Spirit





    -2 loaves of leavened bread waved
      -God’s power fills both Jew & Gentile

(firstfruits of summer wheat)             making them into one new body,  establishing

peace – He is our peace (Eph 2:11-22). The Spirit is a pledge that there will be a final redemption (rom 8:23)




  -50 days after firstfruits







   (anywhere from Sivan 16-21st)

-Sivan 16th





  (trust God will continually provide sustenance:  There is a Peaceful Life




b. The Fall Feasts:





i. Feast of Trumpets


(Christ will fulfill this on this day





  -shofar blown to be ready for 

    -regathering of Israel, (Jer 32:37-41) 





    atonement; “10 days of awe” – 
     resurrection of dead  (I Cor 15:51-52)

    self-examination to see what 

    needs repentance

   -Tishri 1st (only “dark” feast)

  (trust God sees exactly where you’re at:  There is a vulnerability, an Honest Life
ii. Day of Atonement


(Christ will appear again on this day

    -atonement was made to

   -Israel will repent and look to Christ (Zech)

     cleanse them for one year

   -they will be given a new heart &

   -no work or be cut off


    new spirit (Ezek 11:19)






  -ungodliness will be removed from Israel






     (rom 11:25-29)

  -Tishri 10th

  (trust God will cleanse you:  There is a completely Free Life

iii. Feast of Booths


(Christ will tabernacle with men again

   -live in “tents” to remember God
   -everyone will celebrate God’s presence

    said He would provide in wild-
    amongst men (zech 14)

    erness, and He did, after gathering

    in the full harvest (Feast of Ingathering)

   -most joyous of feast, celebrating

    God’s past as well as present 

    goodness & provision & asks for

    continued blessing

  -Tishri 15th-22nd

(trust God will always give His best:  There is a completely restored life with Him,







a Joyous Life




c. The Prophecies:





i. Two visitations/comings  (two harvests)

1. Hosea 3:4-5   For the sons of Israel will remain for many days without king or prince, without 

     sacrifice or sacred pillar and without ephod or household idols. Afterward the sons of Israel 

    will return and seek the LORD their God and David their king ; and they will come trembling to 

    the LORD and to His goodness in the last days.

2. Hosea 5:14-15 For I will be like a lion to Ephraim And like a young lion to the house of

    Judah. I, even I, will tear to pieces and go away, I will carry away, and there will be none to 

    deliver.  I will go away and return to My place Until they acknowledge their guilt and seek My

    face ; In their affliction they will earnestly seek Me.

3. Hosea 6:3, 11  Let us acknowledge the LORD; let us press on to acknowledge him. As surely

     as the sun rises, he will appear; he will come to us like the winter rains, like (as) the spring rains 

    that water the earth."……. Also, O Judah, there is a harvest appointed for you, When I restore the 

    fortunes of My people.



      ii. Traditional Jewish understanding

1. Shofar used to remember that God provided a ram substitute for Isaac’s death

2. Because they believed that the Messiah would return during this feast to rescue

    His righteous and judge the wicked, they put the shofar symbol on their 

    tombstones to signify the resurrection of the dead to life


3. The shofar was reserved for 3 primary functions (as opposed to the metal trumpet):

· a summons to the Presence of God (judgment or cleansing)

· a call to war

· an announcement of a new king

(the shofar blown in the last days will be for all three)
4. The ceremonies of the Feast of Booths were the most prominent

    and most joyous of all the feasts, celebrated in a party atmosphere:

      -building of tabernacles with beautiful trees, palm trees, leafy trees and willows by the streams

-a continual light ceremony, the outer court being illumined throughout the 7 evenings of the festival, accompanied by dancing (remembering God’s presence in the cloud by day, the fire by night in the wilderness?)

-a water ceremony on the last day, asking God for needed “early” rains

       for the next harvest (*the ceremony: hosanna/hallel, water, wine)

      -Torah readings: the cycle ends and they begin again with reading Gen 1

5. It was during the Feast of Booths when Solomon dedicated the first Temple

    & the Shekinah Glory (God’s Presence) lit the fire on the altar and filled Holy of 

     Holies

iii. Old Testament prophets  






(all of Ezekiel 36, 37)

1. Ezekiel 36:17-21  “…they defiled it by their ways and deeds…I scattered them…they 

     profaned My holy name

2. Ezekiel 36:22-     “…I will vindicate the holiness of My great name…when I prove Myself

holy among you..and bring you into your own land. Then I will sprinkle clean water on you…I    will cleanse you..

3. Ezekiel 36:31-32   “…Then you will remember your evil ways and your deeds that were not 

    good and you will loathe yourselves..for your iniquities…”
4. Ezekiel 36:33- 36    “…On the day that I cleanse you …I will cause the cities to be

    inhabited and the waste places will be rebuilt. The desolate land will be cultivated instead of

    being a desolation in the sight of everyone who passes by. They will say, ‘This desolate land has

    become like the garden of Eden…”
5. Ezekiel 36:37-38   “…This also I will let the house of Israel ask Me to do for them: I will

     increase their men like a flock. Like the flock for sacrifices, like the flock at Jerusalem during

    her appointed feasts…Then they will know that I am the Lord.”

6. Ezekiel 37:1-14  “…O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord…I will cause breath to enter you

     that you may come to life(
7. Ezekiel 37:22-23  (I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel ; 

     and one king will be king for all of them; and they will no longer be two nations and no longer 

    be divided into two kingdoms.  "They will no longer defile themselves with their idols, or with

    their detestable things, or with any of their transgressions ; but I will deliver them from all their

    dwelling places in which they have sinned, and will cleanse them. And they will be My people, 

    and I will be their God.(((
8. Ezekiel 37:24-28  “…they will have one shepherd…they will live on the land…forever…and

     I will set My sanctuary in their midst forever…and the nations will know that I am the Lord who

    sanctifies Israel, when My sanctuary is in their midst forever.”










iv. New Testament prophets Jesus & John

1. John 7:1-14   “…the feast of the Jews, the Feast of Booths, was near…then

    He Himself also went up…

2. John 7:37- “Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and 

    cried out, saying, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink…from

    His innermost being will flow rivers of living water…”

3. (Jeremiah 17:7-13)  “Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord and whose trust is the Lord

  . For he will be like a tree planted by the water…and it will not be anxious in the year of 

  drought…O Lord, the hope of Israel, all who forsake Thee will be put to shame. Those who turn 

  away from you ‘will be written in the dust’ , because they have forsaken the fountain of living 

  water, even the Lord.”
4. John 8:1-8  “…woman caught in adultery…Jesus stooped down and with His

finger wrote on the ground…again He stooped down and wrote on the ground…”

5. John 8:12, 9:1-7, 14-15  “When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of 

    the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”  “…a 

    man blind from birth….I am the light…wash in the Pool of Siloam…the day…was a Sabbath…”
                                               6. Rev 22:1-5  “And he showed me a river of the water of life, bright as crystal, 

        




    coming from the throne of God and of the Lamb…either side of the river was the tree

    of life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and the leaves of 

   the tree were for the healing of the nations…and they shall not have need of the light

   of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God shall illumine them…”

V. Profaning the Name







            Lev 24


After having rehearsed the intricate restoration process of the Lord God, to think of Him in any

 terms but the most awesome and holy – would be unthinkable and would have made a mockery

 of everything He had done and would do – basically proclaiming Him to be a liar. This is death.


VI. Concluding Thoughts



Called to Come Near, Called to Holiness, Called to Serve

A. Coming Near – The practical call of Sabbath and Festivals is to Come Near Him, letting him share 

     His life – the more I receive and practice entering His realm the more I experience

     The VERY GOOD of the life He is restoring for me

B. Holiness – In coming near Him we find that Holiness is really a matter of trusting that His

         ways are the VERY GOOD of restoration, Eden 

C. Serving – A matter of sharing the VERY GOOD. How could there be any other response if

                    we truly entered into the invitations of the Sabbath and the Feasts so that they 


       become the dominant experience of my life?
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