LEVITICUS

Lesson 2 – chapters 8-10

“Coming Near to Holiness”

I. Review:

A. Key Verse:  Lev 20:7,8 “Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I am the Lord your God.

 And you shall keep My statutes and perform them:  I  am the Lord who sanctifies you.”

B. Theme: Called to come near, Called to be holy, Called to serve…and He provides the Way.

C. Restoration begins with Recognition


1. God validates us first with His invitation to come near 


2. God trains us to recognize the levels of sin’s disruption of shalom – through sacrifice


3. God re-trains us to receive restoration daily

II. Dedicated to Holiness – consecration & ordination of priests





Lev 8

A. Vulnerable (consecration):  make clean, dedicate
1. come near – unclothed, exposed


-God uses ordinary, sinful people


-in public insures they will not boast in self, feel prideful


-it insures the people they’re approachable b/c they’re just like them

“Let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean 
from an evil 

conscience and our bodies washed with pure water”  Heb 10:22

2. be washed


-ultimate humility

“…but you were washed, but you were sanctified, you were justified in Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit.. I Cor 6:11

3. be clothed


-helpless to dress self appropriately

“I will rejoice greatly in the LORD, My soul will exult in my God ; For He has clothed me with garments of salvation, He has

 wrapped me with a robe of righteousness, As a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, And as a bride adorns herself with her 

jewels.”   Is 61:10

B. Privileged (ordination):  filling something that was empty, depicting replenishment and satiation


1. anointed with oil



-signified separated for God’s service, chosen by Him – a serious responsibility

    “Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and anointed us is God,  who also sealed us and gave us  the Spirit

 in our hearts as a pledge.”  2 Cor 1:21, 22


2. sacrificed for   (sin, burnt, ordination offerings w/ wave)



-Moses “comes near” for them – representing them and taking on their identity


“…this He did once for all when He offered up Himself… … how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the 

eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God ?”  

 Heb 7:27, 9:14
C. Marked 

1. “Bloodied” 

i. On right ear to Dedicate Hearing:  (the primary purpose for my ear is to hear His voice)
a. listening always for His voice – validation in invitation to come near

b. hearing His invitation to restoration – in all of life

ii. On right thumb to Dedicate Doing:  (the primary purpose for my hands, abilities is to







help in restoration)

a. I remember what He has done for me – sacrificed self once, beginning the on-going 







    process of restoration in me


b. I can do same – let go of myself to cover others so I can come alongside





them as they come near to receive restoration

iii. On right big toe to Dedicate Walking (Living): (primary purpose of my life is to relate 

intimately with God and others)

a. Knowing God’s goal is a restoration of His original intention – intimate




relationship with man


b. I can live toward that goal – establishing transformational relationships






full of compassion, chesed, forgiveness


“But may it never be that I would boast, except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the 

world has been crucified to me, and I to the world…, for I bear on my body the brand-marks of Jesus.” Gal 6:14, 17



2.  “Sprinkled” with oil and blood




i. on clothes to Dedicate Identity (my primary identity is Christ – primary purpose is to

 show Christ)




a. receiving His sacrifice enables me to wear His robe (identity-character)





b. I can choose daily to put on His character

ii. always covered, because I belong to another

“…they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”  Rev 7:14
D. Surrounded

1. Eat together – celebrating our reception to His nearness, presence and establishing community


2. Remain 7 days – time with God to “fill your hands” and you to “keep His charge” 

(  these all serve to ground us, so that we are able to serve faithfully, remaining dependent on His

    sanctifying work as I serve amidst other sinners 

III. Serving Holiness - presenting the offerings







Lev 9

A. Presenting own offerings (offering myself)

1. commitment to leave off my self-directed life (Aaron’s self-directed life was exemplified in 

    the golden calf incident – therefore he is told to give a calf as a sin offering)

2. affirmation that I don’t want to keep the barrier between me and God  (burnt offering) – I 

    want to be one with Him


B. Presenting offerings for others (now free to identify with others so I can help them come near)


1. sin offering 



2. burnt



3. peace



4. grain


C.  Blessing the people


1. “steps down” to allow God’s face to shine:  

(Aaronic blessing:  Num 6:24)


“The Lord bless you and keep you, The Lord make His face shine on you 
 and be

 gracious to you; The Lord lift up His countenance on you and give you peace”

2. enters God’s presence on their behalf and affirms the blessing


D. God will make Himself startlingly REAL


1. His glory appears (=made fully aware, experienced, enjoyed)



2. Fire comes out of Him and consumes the offerings (declares it satisfying, good)
IV. Honoring Holiness 









        Lev 10

A. Warning against “strange fire”








1. Bringing an adulterous intimacy brings death to the priest’s ministry


2. God will show Himself holy by/in those who come near



i. He is wholly dedicated to life – faithful, intimate relationship



ii. any service that eschews such will be invalidated:

-presenting service that is for own gain (i.e. refusing faithfulness)

-presenting service that is partial (i.e. refusing relationship to some)


B. Warning to be sober

1. Be sober, alert in God’s Presence



i. so to make a distinction between holy and profane: (for yourself)

i.e.  able to detect whether you’re serving adulterously or not




(serving transactionally – to get life for yourself OR




 serving transformationally – to bring life to others)



ii. so you’re able to teach God’s way of living




(teaching rule-following/sacrificing to get a good life is transactional – adulterous

V. Application

So, what does it mean to me to have been DEDICATED to Holy God and His Restorative Presence? 

…Vulnerable before God and others

…Filled to satisfaction with responsibility and purity

…Marked with a new and specific purpose 

…Surrounded with His Presence and a “new family”

To be SERVING Holiness, wholeness to others?

To HONOR Holiness with faithfulness and alertness?

What does it look like in my life?

How does it look any different from “doing the right things”, “striving to be right, perfect”?
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