LEVITICUS

Lesson 1 – chapters 1-7

“Recognizing The Realities of Sin”

I. Review:

A. Key Verse:  Lev 20:7,8 “Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I am the Lord your God.

 And you shall keep My statutes and perform them:  I  am the Lord who sanctifies you.”

B. Theme: Called to come near, Called to be holy, Called to serve…and He provides the Way.

II. A Disruption of Shalom

A. God’s intention:
1. man created in His image

2. man created for His glory

3. man created in relationship (transformational)

. . . this is life – shalom – the wholeness and peace of God’s good 

B. Man’s choice:


1. make his own image


2. make his own glory


3. make his own relationships (transactional)

C. What that choice does:  (sin=any disruption of shalom)


1. Builds a wall of separation


2. Enthrones self


3. Brings war, makes us enemies


4. instills a way of living (habit) of getting for ourselves


5. steals away the shine (both God’s glory and man’s-mine and others)


. . . this is death – evil – refusing God’s good 

III. Restoration through Recognition

A. Begins with God’s invitation to come near (offering=come near “whoever comes near…”)
1. He validates them before they do anything

2. hinting that He will transform them by His Presence – their holiness will be created by His








involvement with them


B. God trains them to recognize how sin disrupts daily, habitually


1. in tangible and graphic ways


C.  God re-trains them to receive restoration daily, habitually


1. by having to repeat the process over and over again


D. God sets up a restoration path – through sacrifice:



1. The barrier sin created must be taken down


2. the self-centered life must be given over



3. the joy, peace lost must be renewed


4. the habits must be purged


5. the reputation must be given back
IV. The Levitical Picture (a posture of receiving His call every day)


A. The Burnt Offering (the centerpiece of worship)




Lev 1



1. Requirements:

i. Male bull, sheep, goat or bird – w/o defect

ii. blood sprinkled all around altar

iii. entrails and legs washed (so no impurities – dung – on altar)

iii. whole animal burned – smoke is soothing aroma

(a general burnt offering was given every morning and every evening by the priests)


2. Worshiper’s participation:



i. bring own animal to holy place



ii. hand on head – recognize substitution



iii. kill the animal


3. Purpose: 

i. to cover a sinful man’s separateness/unholiness – forgiveness – 



        in order to give access to God’s Presence

B. The Grain Offering








Lev 2


1. Requirements:



i. fine flour



ii. mixed with oil



iii. mixed with incense



iv. no yeast or honey



v. seasoned with salt



vi. portion burned up in smoke as soothing aroma


2. Worshiper’s participation:



i. bring grain made into cakes, wafers or raw grain



ii. take a handful and give to priest to offer up as a memorial portion



iii. give rest of cake to priests to eat


3. Purpose:



i. acknowledge all you have – your life- is gift from God



ii. respond with commitment of your life back to Him – surrender your will

C. The Peace Offering (Fellowship Offering)




Lev 3


1. Requirements:



i. voluntary



ii. male or female cattle, goat, sheep



iii. blood sprinkled around altar



iv. fat of entrails, 2 kidneys and liver offered up in smoke,



     on top of burnt offering   for a soothing aroma   and for “food”


2. Worshiper’s participation:



i. bring own animal



ii. lay hand on head



iii. kill it at doorway



iv. give priests right breast and thigh to eat



v. rest of animal eat with family, friends and those in need (to be eaten all on same day)


3. Purpose:



i. to celebrate relationship reconciled



ii. to share good news of reconciled fellowship

D. The Sin Offering 


1. Requirements:



i. bull for priest or whole congregation; male goat for leader; female



     goat for commoner – all w/o defect



ii. some of blood sprinkled 7 x’s in front of veil, some on horns of 



      altar of incense, rest of blood poured at base of burnt offering



iii. fat, kidneys and liver offered up in smoke



iv. rest of animal taken outside camp and boiled for priest’s food



v. priest makes atonement and they are forgiven


2. Worshiper’s participation:



i. bring own animal



ii. lay hand on head, 

iii. kill animal

iv. give priest leftover portion to eat


3. Purpose:



i. to deal with “unintentional sin” - purify what had been made holy – wash

E. The Guilt Offering

1. Requirements:



i. female lamb or goat/2 birds/fine flour w/ no oil or incense; ram w/o defect



ii. plus money in accord with value of what was taken (restitution)



iii. some blood sprinkled on side of altar



iv. rest of blood drained at base of altar



v. offered as a sin offering



vi. priest makes atonement and worshiper is forgiven


2. Worshiper’s participation:



i. confess sin  (of omission or commission)



ii. bring own animal or grain



iii. restore what was taken


(done before bringing offering)



iii. pay restitution, adding 1/5 more


“         “


3. Purpose:



i. reconciliation of human relationships

F. End of the Day

1. Priests offer up 2nd burnt offering at end of day (9th hour – 3 pm)


2. the offering is kept burning throughout the night (until morning burnt offering)


3. as he finishes he turns to any gathered and announces “It is finished”

IV. Shalom restored daily through the offerings:


A. Burnt Offering – the blood covers the barrier of sin


B. Grain Offering – a commitment of self to God replaces self-centered life


C. Peace Offering – reconciliation of relationship brings joy, peace


D. Sin Offering – the sins of habit are purged, cleansed


E. Guilt Offering – the glory of both God and man is reflected


But this has to be done over and over and over again:



So they will experience the futility of animals ever really cleaning them



So they will long for one sacrifice that will clean them once and for all



So they will be in awe that God continues to call them to draw near



So they will look for the covenant promise to be fulfilled – new hearts

V. Shalom restored forever through the One Perfect Offering:


A. Burnt Offering – God’s mercy to provide the Lamb and His blood for access to Him


B. Grain Offering – Christ’s willingness to be the sacrifice:



1. fine flour – the Bread of life



2. mixed with oil – the Holy Spirit upon Him, in Him



3. mixed with frankincense – He was well-pleasing to His Father; birth and burial w/ 

frankincense


4. no yeast – without sin


5. with salt – a priest forever who saves forever

C. Peace Offering – He instituted the Last Supper, our Eucharist/Communion Celebration

D. Sin Offering – He continues to clean us through His Word, His intercession

E. Guilt Offering – He paid our debt for the breaking of covenant – “It is finished = debt paid 

in full”

VI. The Worshiper’s Active Participation:


A. Burnt Offering –

The gift: forgiven

The response: receive the gift once, then remain in a posture of receiving His validation in





all of life


B. Grain Offering* – 

The gift: surrendered

The response: whole-hearted commitment of your life to God


C. Peace Offering – 

The gift: reconciled

The response: celebrate with justice (sharing life) and joy (a life of gratitude)



D. Sin Offering – 

The gift: being washed

The response:   be vulnerable to His cleaning, allowing examination through His Word 

and communication (prayer) with Him


E. Guilt Offering –

The gift: being restored

The response: live in community transformationally

“Sanctify yourself . . . I am the Lord who sanctifies you”

* Grain offering consists of:

fine flour – who we are, our lives – but finely ground down, w/o foreign material, consistent and balanced, (Jesus’ life in us)

oil – dependence on Holy Spirit in us

frankincense – our dependence, conversation with/on God as we are dying to self is a sweet aroma to Him

salt – depending on His eternal promises never failing, so we can be completely trusting He’s working

no leaven – nothing that sours or corrupts – hypocrisy, legalism; coming completely humble, completely



 dependent on God’s goodness for our standing before Him

no honey – not depending on our natural disposition, abilities – b/c apart from Him we can do nothing
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