LEVITICUS

Lesson 0 - Overview

“Called to Come Near”

I. Introduction

II. Historical Background


A. Genesis: God called man into being His image




Man chose to make his own image





God moves on behalf of man: kills animal to cover the sin ag. Him


B. Genesis, part 2: God called Abraham out of Ur to be blessed and be a blessing





Ab chooses to follow ½ way






God moves: provides substitute life for Isaac’s to provide means

 of worship Him

C. Exodus: God calls Israel out of Egypt to be a blessing to nations



Israel makes own image of God (golden calf)




God moves: provides face & sacrificial system to come near Him

( God has always been calling man into relationship with Him






out of relationship with “self” /world







which always costs Him 

D. Leviticus:


1. Title:

original title: Vayikrah = “and He called”

Leviticus = pertaining to Levites


2. Style:

written as an instruction manual for priests



written in form easily memorized for priests


3. Time and Place:



at Mt. Sinai, one year since exodus out of Egypt



covers one month

III. Why Leviticus:


A. For them:



Betrothal period – getting ready to live new life with new identity



Giving a sense of unique identity as His own



Help them realize privilege and responsibility of fellowship with Him



Weave into daily lives constant reminders of God and His goodness


B. For us:



Helps us understand OT contexts



Helps us appreciate Christ’s (our High Priest) present ministry for us



Helps us understand our own calling as priests, our own new identity

Eph 4:1  “I…entreat you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing forbearance to one another in love…”

IV.  Overview


A. Key Words:   offering;    holy; blood; priest;    sin; atonement

                                      (offering = come near)


B. Key Verse: 

 Lev 20:7, 8  “Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I am the Lord your God.

 And you shall keep My statutes and perform them:  I  am the Lord who sanctifies you.”

C. Purpose:


1. To recognize and understand the nature of sin


2. To recognize and understand the nature of redemption


3. To realize a true response of worship



i. which issues forth from awe at the gap between sin and redemption



ii. which overflows with a giving of self



iii. which naturally shares the joy

Rom 12:1, 2   “I urge you therefore brethren by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.” 


C. Theme: “Called to come near, called to be holy, called to serve…And He will provide the




way to come near, be holy and serve”


Called to come near… 
to a holy place…

where life is protected


Called to be holy…
    
with a new identity…

where life is experienced


Called to serve (worship) …
with a holy purpose…

where life is shared

God is calling us back to Eden, to His Kingdom, where life is as it is intended to be, where we are constantly in His Presence, intimately related to Him and overflowing with His character, which manifests itself in joyfully pointing out this calling, invitation to others (worship!!).

But God’s way back is through blood, sacrifice of a life – since it is what we chose. We have to go back the way we came. The grace is that He will provide a substitute life for ours. Understanding that grace means walking through the blood of Leviticus. 
