EXODUS

Lesson 11  “Awe in the Face of Restoration”
Exodus 34-40
I. Review:


A. Key Verse:  Ex 6:6-8  “…I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from their bondage. I will also redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments. Then I will take you for My people, and I will be your God; and you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. And I will bring you to the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and I will give it to you for a possession. I am the LORD.”


B. Theme:  “I AM” brings us out of bondage 




      into the wilderness




      in order to train us up




      so that we may know the LORD


C. The Real Story: God’s story of restoration



1. worked out through fulfillment of covenant by providing, protecting and sharing life with



2. worked out behind the scenes



3. always being worked out – in the present -  by “I AM”


D. Listening to His Voice (the key to receiving restoration)


1. we can not allow other things drown out His voice:

a. either the past (our sins or how the world has always worked) 

b. or the present (circumstances)

c. or the future (control of others to protect our status quo)

2. we must stay in the conversation 


a. so that we learn to listen better, hear His voice more easily


b. so that we continue to have experiences with Him


E. His Voice Gets Louder when we aren’t paying attention



1. By action that challenges our “gods”




i. b/c not listening to Him means we’re living according to what we want…and that is death

ii. since His desire for us is life, He will do whatever it takes for us to hear the truth

2. To reveal Himself as the Only God


i. so we experience His faithfulness and ability to bring life out of death


ii. so we are willing to be removed from under the burden of the lie


iii. which will make us free to serve Him and others in relationship (what we were made for)


F. His Voice Calls for Participation



1. Acting on His words indicates our true hearing



2. Action means full participation:




i. taking the Lamb (the Word) in relationship




ii. eating the Lamb (the Word) completely, all of it




iii. remaining under the Lamb’s death as protection



3. Action means full observation:




i. celebrating relationship with Him




ii. remembering His faithfulness to bring life




iii. sanctifying, setting self apart as committed to Him 


G. Establishing a Rhythm for the Newborn



1. God continues to redeem by making us worthy – His own holy people



2. The process of redemption continues through separation from the old life. . .



3. And then establishing a new rhythm for the new life




i. “stop & receive”  - be silent and still so you can see what He is doing, offering you and receive it

  (a time of resisting activity – “doing” to repay Him)




ii. “sow & grow”    - say what He has done, let that grow in you (a time of waiting, contemplating His faithfulness)




iii. “reap & eat”      - gather His words daily and consume them, let them become part of you 




iv. “rest reflectively”- rest in His provision of life for you, remembering how faithful He has been in it


H. Training Begins



1. the grumbling must be dealt with b/c it is stopping us from going forward into His presence, His rhythm



2. His training will provide for the strengthening of the spirit (dependence on Him) by leading us to places




of need where He provides what we need in His timing in unexpected ways



3. His training will also provide for the weakening of the flesh by leading us to places of war (against the




flesh- areas where I let my desires control me) where victory is only had by dependence on Him


I. Speaking of a New Kingdom Life



1. Invitation to a new relationship – to be His body in the world



2. So that He can renew His original intention of intimate relationship with all mankind



3. Offers a picture of how this new life values relationship over transaction



4. Giving opportunity to attempt relationship with Him while still valuing transactions


J. Listening for the “fairness” of God



1. We need to have oppression trained out of us first – that we are not even fair in our transactions



2. God gives us the basics for relationship – what is fair and equitable



3. So that we understand the “more than fair” character of God’s intention for relationship


K. Confining the Voice to Magnify It



1. God makes His voice small – confines it to a box – in order to meet us where we are at



2. God invites us to be the box where His voice is confined – so we have the intimacy of relationship with Him as we are His tabernacle



3. Our BIG God (I AM) will naturally break open our box to speak to others His invitation -  as we minister as His priests


L. We need a Face


1. In impatience we often make the face of God into something we control – giving us a transactional god



2. We need the face of a mediator – who will take on our part as well as God’s part – so that we long for a transformational God



3. God will give us space, often in waiting again, to examine which god our hearts really want – (His gifts or His Presence?)


II. REMEMBERING HIS STORY – what’s been happening in Exodus


A. How Exodus opened  

1. The people outside of the Land

2. Moses alone, encountering burning bush as Horeb (Sinai), hides face, promise of worship here

3. Reveals His name: I AM = self-existent one who always is


B. Where Exodus has come 



1. The people have come to Sinai, made a verbal commitment to betrothal 


2. The people have broken that commitment with golden calf – their own shaping of God’s face



3. Moses’ alone again at Sinai


C. What God has been doing in the third layer



1. Bringing them back tangibly to the Garden of Eden – the place where they had been outside

the land, with fire and thorns guarding the way back into the garden



2. inviting them back in – with an affirmative answer from them



3. and another “eating of the apple” – choosing to be the ones who decide how/when they will 

        see God


D. Why God is doing this



1. Because His purpose is…and always will be….to restore us to the shalom He intended



2. He will do this by choosing a people for Himself to be Him in the world, priests who



    will issue the invitation to see the face of God (the character of whole goodness), by 



    intimately dwelling in His Presence
III. RENEWING HIS PURPOSE







           Ex 34-35


A. Developing Awe of His character


1. God gives a second chance to renew covenant/relationship



2. God gives a second glimpse at His face:




i. in passing (not able to be caught in static form)




ii. by declaration of His name:





-LORD, LORD God





-compassionate





-gracious





-slow to anger





-abounding (unlimited) lovingkindness





-abounding truth (faithfulness)




iii. by declaration of what He does:





-keeps (protects, guards) His lovingkindness for thousands





-forgives:






1. iniquity = twisting of God’s standards (what is good for life, relationship)






2. transgression = revolt against God’s standards






3. sin = to come short of God’s standards





-does not act as if He takes no notice of sin – but allows its natural consequences





  (visits = acts in a way to bring about good result) –twisting God’s standards – saying





  their standard is God’s standard, will be passed down to the children and grandch.



3. Moses’ response:

i. worship, bowing down in humility, submission – AWE:


awed – to understand that God’s goodness, compassion is not a response to us,



It is who He is, He cannot NOT be compassionate – even in the face



of our rejection, and because of that He will not manipulate us by 



putting on compassion to get us to come back - its not a transaction. He 



just keeps offering us His Presence to live in.

ii. request for Presence:


-go with us: because we are so hard (we’ll dry up without your goodness)


-pardon us: because otherwise you can’t go with us


-make us your own inheritance: a permanent relationship


….i.e. BE WHO YOU ARE, GOD – let us experience AWE


B. Developing Awe at His relationship


1. God renews His commitment to make them His with emphasis – more miracles!




i. This renewed, emphatic commitment is for the sake of His purpose – to issue His



    invitation to the nations  (I’m still going to bless you to be a blessing!)




ii. He will also help them to clear the land – drive out – the transactional inhabitants 



2. God asks for faithfulness (again)




i. do not worship any other god:

-by not make any covenants with “the world’s ways” – transactional living





-by completely destroying the altars and pillars of transactional living





-b/c otherwise you will be easily tempted to live that way again – it won’t be





    good for you




ii. do not make any images of Me to worship





-like the golden calf, you’ll shape them to your liking, and they’ll be transactional




iii. observe Passover – Feast of Unleavened Bread





-to remind you that I’ve delivered you, redeemed you




iv. Rest - observe Sabbath – even during busiest times





-to remind you that I’ve provided life




v. celebrate the Feast of Weeks (Pentecost)





-to remind you that I’ve provided nourishment




vi. celebrate the Feast of Ingathering (First Fruits)





-to remind you that there is a promise of more (life) to come



3. Moses’ response:




i. total absorption of God’s words (no eating or drinking for 40 days)




ii. being filled, he shone with AWE:





-veiled b/c it wasn’t the whole, …





-yet awed because He’s still inviting them/us into sharing exclusive intimacy





  with Him, in spite of our adulterous ways




iii. urge for obedience


(a commitment to intimate, exclusive relationship is for our good, to bring us to the place of



wholeness – I’m beginning to restore Eden for you

IV. RE-BUILDING HIS DWELLING WITH US





          Ex 36-39

A. Developing Awe at His invitation


1. REST - First and foremost, don’t forget the Sabbath –to remember that your work is




              a matter of gathering what He has already done – He’s the provider, not you



2. FREEDOM – a willing heart – contribute to making a place for God to dwell only if it is your




               heart’s desire, your choice



3. HARMONY – work in harmony with God’s work, plan to begin restoring a place

   for Him to dwell with us (rather than working against it with your own plan)


4.  The people’s response:  did exactly as Lord commanded with “stirred hearts”  (=lifted faces)



AWE at being invited to come alongside God in His work to restore the shalom of Eden,



 which is a continual process.

 (Adam – and Eve, a woman -  worked in Eden maintaining the dwelling place!) 

V. RE-ESTABLISHING HIS PRESENCE







Ex 40

A. Awe-filled

1. His glory, His Presence completely fills the tabernacle



2. His Presence settles there to permanently abide



3. The restoration process has fully begun

VI.  REVELATION – RESTORATION COMPLETE





          Rev 21-22


A. The tabernacle restored to heaven-earth


1. gates of the original old testament “priests”



2. foundation of the new testament “priests”



3. the furnishings + 1


B. The garden restored



1. water of life



2. tree of life



3. healing – no more curse


C. Shalom/Life restored



1. serving Him



2. seeing His face!  …in awe



3. reigning – living as we were meant to live  (not a static “perfection” but a living peace)

VII.  IN AWE OF RESTORATION


-What does it mean for us?


-How does it change how we live, be priests?


-How do we keep it fresh?
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REVIEW OF EXODUS through verse application:


Recite Exodus 6:6-8:   “I am the LORD, and I will…….
What is…

How is God…


+bringing you out from under the burdens of the “Egyptians”


+delivering from bondage


+redeeming with outstretched arm



       with great judgments


+taking you for His people


+revealing Himself to be your God


+giving you experience (knowledge) of God as the LORD  -  I AM, compassionate, gracious, slow to anger….


+bringing you to the land (of the new kingdom – i.e. how is transformational living breaking forth


   IN your life and THROUGH your life?)


+how is transformational living becoming your own possession, your inheritance (something you are


   related to rather than just theory)?
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