EXODUS

Lesson 10  “More Than A Voice – The Face in the Midst of Us”
Exodus 32-33
I. Review:


A. Key Verse:  Ex 6:6-8  “…I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from their bondage. I will also redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments. Then I will take you for My people, and I will be your God; and you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. And I will bring you to the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and I will give it to you for a possession. I am the LORD.”


B. Theme:  “I AM” brings us out of bondage 




      into the wilderness




      in order to train us up




      so that we may know the LORD


C. The Real Story: God’s story of restoration



1. worked out through fulfillment of covenant by providing, protecting and sharing life with



2. worked out behind the scenes



3. always being worked out – in the present -  by “I AM”


D. Listening to His Voice (the key to receiving restoration)


1. we can not allow other things drown out His voice:

a. either the past (our sins or how the world has always worked) 

b. or the present (circumstances)

c. or the future (control of others to protect our status quo)

2. we must stay in the conversation 


a. so that we learn to listen better, hear His voice more easily


b. so that we continue to have experiences with Him


E. His Voice Gets Louder when we aren’t paying attention



1. By action that challenges our “gods”




i. b/c not listening to Him means we’re living according to what we want…and that is death

ii. since His desire for us is life, He will do whatever it takes for us to hear the truth

2. To reveal Himself as the Only God


i. so we experience His faithfulness and ability to bring life out of death


ii. so we are willing to be removed from under the burden of the lie


iii. which will make us free to serve Him and others in relationship (what we were made for)


F. His Voice Calls for Participation



1. Acting on His words indicates our true hearing



2. Action means full participation:




i. taking the Lamb (the Word) in relationship




ii. eating the Lamb (the Word) completely, all of it




iii. remaining under the Lamb’s death as protection



3. Action means full observation:




i. celebrating relationship with Him




ii. remembering His faithfulness to bring life




iii. sanctifying, setting self apart as committed to Him 


G. Establishing a Rhythm for the Newborn



1. God continues to redeem by making us worthy – His own holy people



2. The process of redemption continues through separation from the old life. . .



3. And then establishing a new rhythm for the new life




i. “stop & receive”  - be silent and still so you can see what He is doing, offering you and receive it

  (a time of resisting activity – “doing” to repay Him)




ii. “sow & grow”    - say what He has done, let that grow in you (a time of waiting, contemplating His faithfulness)




iii. “reap & eat”      - gather His words daily and consume them, let them become part of you 




iv. “rest reflectively”- rest in His provision of life for you, remembering how faithful He has been in it


H. Training Begins



1. the grumbling must be dealt with b/c it is stopping us from going forward into His presence, His rhythm



2. His training will provide for the strengthening of the spirit (dependence on Him) by leading us to places




of need where He provides what we need in His timing in unexpected ways



3. His training will also provide for the weakening of the flesh by leading us to places of war (against the




flesh- areas where I let my desires control me) where victory is only had by dependence on Him


I. Speaking of a New Kingdom Life



1. Invitation to a new relationship – to be His body in the world



2. So that He can renew His original intention of intimate relationship with all mankind



3. Offers a picture of how this new life values relationship over transaction



4. Giving opportunity to attempt relationship with Him while still valuing transactions


J. Listening for the “fairness” of God



1. We need to have oppression trained out of us first – that we are not even fair in our transactions



2. God gives us the basics for relationship – what is fair and equitable



3. So that we understand the “more than fair” character of God’s intention for relationship


K. Confining the Voice to Magnify It



1. God makes His voice small – confines it to a box – in order to meet us where we are at



2. God invites us to be the box where His voice is confined – so we have the intimacy of relationship with Him as we are His tabernacle



3. Our BIG God (I AM) will naturally break open our box to speak to others His invitation -  as we minister as His priests


II. THE SETTING


A. God and Moses are on the mountain together 

1. God is giving the plans of the tabernacle

2. God is writing the marriage/betrothal contract (10 comm.) with His own hand


B. The people are waiting 



1. having already made a verbal commitment to the invitation 


2. with Aaron, who has been helping Moses lead



3. with impatience and scorn for Moses (“this” Moses)



4. with desire/need for God’s Presence – “A God who will be before our faces”:


C. What the reader knows (and people will come to understand)



1. His intentions are to give them a face, before they even ask



2. they are still unbelieving that God is always doing good for them



3. Waiting always has two sides (mine and God’s) and:




i. reveals any unbelief




ii. strengthens our trust in the relationship




iii. gives us eyes to see the provisions in the waiting
III. THE FACE THEY MAKE








32:1-6


A. They need a tangible God


1. because they are human, they feel a need for what they can see, touch



2. because they are still transactional they need to see His faithfulness in order



    to keep their faithfulness


B. So they make what they know:


1. a transactional god




i. made from what they give (earrings – the sense God has asked them for above all)








(they get to choose what they hear?)




ii. made from their direction, their timing




iii. so they get to “shape” it 

· a graven image of God 

· not a different god, but the LORD who brought them out, 

      made according to their desire, in order to fulfill their desires



2. a transactional worship




i. an altar they determine




ii. a feast they designate




iii. offerings they choose




iv. meal they provide




v. and in “giving worship” they now feel entitled to “play”

IV. THE FACE THEY NEED








32:7-28


A. God calls for a mediator (“Moses, go down at once…”



1. because they have corrupted themselves




i. broken away from what they were meant to be (in 2-into-1 relationship)




ii. distanced themselves from identifying with God  (“your” people)



2. because they have angered the One they need




i. ignited emotion (they don’t want Me!)




ii. asked, by their actions, for a different partner – thus, for God to be finished with them


B. God asks Moses whether he’s willing to stand in the gap for them
1. “let Me alone…


2. “let My anger burn…


3. “let Me be finished with them (destroy)…


4.  ……i.e. Let justice, what is fair, be done

C. Moses takes up the role (priest)


1. Faces God

i. by entreaty (to rub the face) of God:





a. “They’re YOUR people





b. “You’ve done so much to ensure they’ll be your people”





c. Your reputation in the world is on the line (not theirs – they’ve always been a faithless bride)




ii. by calling on God’s character





a. Give them a glimpse of Your face – not theirs




    
    (“change Thy mind” = nacham = a physical display of sorrow, compassion)





b. You are a covenant-keeping God (remember Your promise to Abraham)



2. Faces people

i. with tangible demonstration (what they can understand) of breech they’ve made


a. breaking the tablets



-an agreement they’ve made to be bound in relationship with God



-he has both tablets, an indication that God intends to live with them

b. destroying the transactional god image


-making it worthless (a visual of what they’ve done with value God





 had given them)


-ordered to eat it so they would taste the bitterness, death


ii. with call for tangible action



a. take responsibility! (Confession & Repentance)




-stand up for what you want to honor (relationship)




-stand against, get rid of what you no longer want to honor



b. dedicate  yourself – commit to being His alone



c. allow intercession on your behalf


3. Faces God again



i. bearing their sin



ii. identifying with the people



iii. interceding for forgiveness = lift up Your face toward them again

V. THE FACE THEY LONG FOR







33:1-ff

A. God distances Himself

1. He will continue to give them His gifts, as promised


2. He will lead them by a representative (angel), rather than Himself


3. He will not be in the midst of them – desist from severing the “me life”


      (He will not force us to union with Him – it must be our heart’s desire)

B. God affords opportunities to offer evidence of a changed heart

1. by choosing His Presence over His gifts  (“put off your ornaments..”)


2. by coming outside the camp to seek Him


3. by worshiping from afar when His Presence was detected with Moses

C. The Mediator Moses asks for His face


1. not just for himself, but for all Israel


2. b/c it is only God’s Presence/Face that distinguishes them from the face of the world

     (transactional kingdom)

3. as it is – not how we want it to be (“show me Thy glory!”)


D. God shows Himself 


1. by agreeing to go with them, based on the relationship with the mediator Moses



2. by proclaiming His name: “I will be gracious and show compassion on whom I choose –




no one outside of Himself will determine His face – He will not be transactional!!



3. by inviting Moses to experience a tangible glimpse of His Presence




-by coming to a place that is by/with Him




-a firm, established place to stand – the rock




-a place of protection that God Himself will put him, where he is able to glimpse a




  tangible form of God – the cleft (=pierced part) of the rock 

VI.  THE FACE THAT WILL BE


A. The image of the invisible God


1. Christ, the only one to see God’s face, be God’s face



2. The ultimate mediator



3. offers a firm place in Himself to see God (the rock that was pierced)


B. The waiting brings something better than seeing His face (to keep us faithful to relationship)



1. We get to experience being His face



2. As the perfect image of Him dwells in us



3. We experience His face in us as we love one another in relationship (I Jn 4:12-13)




(identifying with others, feeling with them, being compassionate, kind, forgiving…)



4. His face shining out from me reflects in others’ faces – and I get to see the effect of His




face/Presence 

VII. THE LESSONS FOR ALL PRIESTS


A. The people learned:



-that there are two sides to waiting – and on the other side God is always doing good for us



  (more, in fact, than we can imagine)



-there are consequences for “making God on our terms”



-there is a choice to be made in our hearts between God’s gifts and God’s Presence – and without



  His Presence we are nothing


A. Aaron learned by experience that he:



-was, indeed, one of “us”, like everybody else



-did not deserve to be a priest, it was a gift and privilege



-could never be a priest without the mediator


B. Moses learned through experience:



-that a priest must first have relationship with God in order to mediate



-that a priest so identifies with the people that he is willing to forego personal gain for corporate life



-that God’s character is understood through a tangible experience with His face


C. We can know:

-We are the tangible face of God, 

-We have a permanent place to stand that allows me to access His face

-Others need God’s face to shine through us to have a constant reminder of His faithfulness, His

    Presence in their midst, so they are not tempted back to a “me” life, constructing and worshiping

    golden calves

-The joy of His Presence is reflected back to us when we act as faithful priests
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