EXODUS

Lesson 7  “Listening to Hear the Fairness of God”
Exodus 21-24
I. Review:


A. Key Verse:  Ex 6:6-8  “…I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from their bondage. I will also redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments. Then I will take you for My people, and I will be your God; and you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. And I will bring you to the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and I will give it to you for a possession. I am the LORD.”


B. Theme:  “I AM” brings us out of bondage 




      into the wilderness




      in order to train us up




      so that we may know the LORD


C. The Real Story: God’s story of restoration



1. worked out through fulfillment of covenant by providing, protecting and sharing life with



2. worked out behind the scenes



3. always being worked out – in the present -  by “I AM”


D. Listening to His Voice (the key to receiving restoration)


1. we can not allow other things drown out His voice:

a. either the past (our sins or how the world has always worked) 

b. or the present (circumstances)

c. or the future (control of others to protect our status quo)

2. we must stay in the conversation 


a. so that we learn to listen better, hear His voice more easily


b. so that we continue to have experiences with Him


E. His Voice Gets Louder when we aren’t paying attention



1. By action that challenges our “gods”




i. b/c not listening to Him means we’re living according to what we want…and that is death

ii. since His desire for us is life, He will do whatever it takes for us to hear the truth

2. To reveal Himself as the Only God


i. so we experience His faithfulness and ability to bring life out of death


ii. so we are willing to be removed from under the burden of the lie


iii. which will make us free to serve Him and others in relationship (what we were made for)


F. His Voice Calls for Participation



1. Acting on His words indicates our true hearing



2. Action means full participation:




i. taking the Lamb (the Word) in relationship




ii. eating the Lamb (the Word) completely, all of it




iii. remaining under the Lamb’s death as protection



3. Action means full observation:




i. celebrating relationship with Him




ii. remembering His faithfulness to bring life




iii. sanctifying, setting self apart as committed to Him 


G. Establishing a Rhythm for the Newborn



1. God continues to redeem by making us worthy – His own holy people



2. The process of redemption continues through separation from the old life. . .



3. And then establishing a new rhythm for the new life




i. “stop & receive”  - be silent and still so you can see what He is doing, offering you and receive it

  (a time of resisting activity – “doing” to repay Him)




ii. “sow & grow”    - say what He has done, let that grow in you (a time of waiting, contemplating His faithfulness)




iii. “reap & eat”      - gather His words daily and consume them, let them become part of you 




iv. “rest reflectively”- rest in His provision of life for you, remembering how faithful He has been in it


H. Training Begins



1. the grumbling must be dealt with b/c it is stopping us from going forward into His presence, His rhythm



2. His training will provide for the strengthening of the spirit (dependence on Him) by leading us to places




of need where He provides what we need in His timing in unexpected ways



3. His training will also provide for the weakening of the flesh by leading us to places of war (against the




flesh- areas where I let my desires control me) where victory is only had by dependence on Him


I. Speaking of a New Kingdom Life



1. Invitation to a new relationship – to be His body in the world



2. So that He can renew His original intention of intimate relationship with all mankind



3. Offers a picture of how this new life values relationship over transaction



4. Giving opportunity to attempt relationship with Him while still valuing transactions
II. TRAINING OUT OF A TRANSACTIONAL WORLD




ch 21-24


A. Begins with where they are:



i. Escalation of sin – transactions become more and more oppressive



ii. Past cultural transactions:

Joseph brothers – cast out Joseph to slavery in exchange of Joseph’s bragging

Sarai – cast out Hagar to certain death in exchange of Hagar’s insolence

iii. Egyptian culture of oppressive transaction: 


Pharaoh – enslaves Israel in exchange of Israel’s perceived threat

Moses’ own example - murder in exchange for harsh treatment



iv. Our own cultural transactions:

Lawsuits – sue for $1,000,000,000 in exchange of spilled hot coffee

Snubbed relationships – refuse to relate, gossip (i.e. murder) in exchange of hurt feelings


B. So God begins by training them in fair transactions







i. bringing them from oppression to justice . . . by limiting natural inclinations to escalate sin



1. with laws to re-establish value of all men



ch. 21-23




a. their well-being, freedom




:1-10



b. their life





            :11-14, 23, 28-32



c. their relationships





:15-17



d. their physical well-being




:18-27



d. their livelihood, possessions




:33-36, 22:1-15



e. their reputation





22:16-17, 23:1-2



f. their need






22:21-27 



2. with laws to re-establish value of God alone as God


ch 22-23




a. His honor





-by worship





-by words





-by deeds, rest for all




b. His goodness





-by celebration





-by active receiving of His gifts (harvest, direction




c. His faithfulness





-by service





-by resisting other gods



3. with mutual commitments





ch 24




a. blood covenant ceremony agreed to what was “fair”





-they heard all God’s words about what was a fair way to live





-they agreed with its fairness and chose to live that way





-they agreed with the punishment of not sticking to the bargain (death)





-God agreed to guard, guide, remove sickness, drive out enemy little at a time



b. their representatives sealed the bargain





-by covenant meal




c. God sealed the bargain by writing the agreement down





-on stone tablets





-so they could learn the way to live



4. with glory  (identifies justice as a reflection of God)




a. at a distance for the people




b. close up for the people’s representatives




c. entered into  glory in a state of rest for their leader

III. TRAINING INTO A TRANSFORMATIONAL WORLD


A. Begins with where they (we) are:



i. Attempting to live a relational life in a transactional way



ii. by striving to measure up to the law



iii. and failing miserably


B. So Christ fulfills law for us by living in us with grace-filled transformation

Ezekiel 36:26 "Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 "I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.”

Hebrews 10:14  “For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified. 15 And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us; for after saying, 16 "THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THEM AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD: I WILL PUT MY LAWS UPON THEIR HEART, AND ON THEIR MIND I WILL WRITE THEM," He then says, 17 "AND THEIR SINS AND THEIR LAWLESS DEEDS I WILL REMEMBER NO MORE." 18 Now where there is forgiveness of these things, there is no longer any offering for sin. 19 Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh.



i. bringing us from justice to mercy (chesed) . . . by freeing man’s spirit to holiness




1. with mercy that transforms us to value relationship

-Mt. 5:17  “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the prophets; I did

                  not come to abolish, but to fulfill”





-Heb 8:6-   “He is mediator of a better covenant..with better promises…






      For I will be merciful to their iniquities and I will remember






      their sins no more





-2 Cor 5:14-15   “For the love of Christ controls us…that they should no longer

 live for themselves…”




2. with grace that enables us to surpass “fair” into lovingkindness (chesed, mercy)





-Mt 5:17-48  “..unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and

Pharisees,…you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven…





“You have heard…  

  you shall not commit murder….but I say..anger is murder,…so reconcile

  you shall not commit adultery…but I say..lust is adultery…so take away







the instrument of your lusting

  if anyone wants to sue and take your shirt….give him your coat also

  an eye for an eye..don’t resist him who is eveil, whoever slaps you on your





right cheek, turn to him the other also

  you shall love your neighbor, hate your enemy…but I say…love your





enemies, and pray for those who persecute you




3. with faith in His commitment





-Heb 3:1-ff       “Jesus was faithful to God, as Moses…but faithful as a son






 ….. we have become partakers of Christ…For indeed







we have had good news preached to us, just as they also;







but the word they heard did not profit them, b/c it was not







united by faith in those who heard. For we who have believed

enter that rest…”





-Heb 10:16       “This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days..







I will put my laws upon their heart, and on their mind I will







write them”



4. with glory (identifies chesed as a reflection of Him)





-Heb 2:9-10      “…for it was fitting for Him…in bringing many sons to glory,







to perfect the author of their salvation through sufferings.”

III. LIVING IN THE TRANSFORMATIONAL WORLD


A. Why it is possible now:



Heb 10:18   “Now where there is forgiveness of these things, there is no longer any offering





for sin”    = no transactions are necessary!


B.  How I come to it:



Heb 10:19-24   “We have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus by a new





and living way ( = a relational life in a transformational kingdom)


C. How I live in it:



Heb 10:22-24    



1.  Keep on coming into His presence

“Let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our

 hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience…

2.  Keep remembering and seeing that He IS renewing you to holiness

“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who

promised is faithful”

3. Keep coming alongside each other to encourage living transformationally

   rather than transactionally

“and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds,”



( “But my righteous one shall LIVE BY FAITH”


IV.  So why do I need to understand “fair” if I live according to “grace”?



A. B/c I need to see that it would be fair, equitable if I were punished with death – for any/most



    of my dealings



B. B/C I need to see that God is NOT UNFAIR to me



C. So then I can begin to see/understand God’s grace and mercy in all parts of my life



D. So that I will receive all parts of my life as grace and be overwhelmed enough that grace



    pours out of me towards others




-thus reflecting God and completing the relational circle (God-me-others)

“And what does the Lord require of you but to 

DO JUSTICE, to LOVE KINDNESS (CHESED) and to WALK HUMBLY WITH YOUR GOD?”

Micah 6:8

GOD is training us through His law to understand what justice is, and to show us we don’t do it on our own

GOD is training us through His mercy to experience chesed, and to show us we need it

God is offering us His Presence so we can do justice and love kindness, and to show us what His kingdom is all about – walking humbly with Him


V. APPLICATION
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