EXODUS

Lesson 7  “The Voice Speaks of A New Kingdom Life “
Exodus 19-20
I. Review:


A. Key Verse:  Ex 6:6-8  “…I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from their bondage. I will also redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments. Then I will take you for My people, and I will be your God; and you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. And I will bring you to the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and I will give it to you for a possession. I am the LORD.”


B. Theme:  “I AM” brings us out of bondage 




      into the wilderness




      in order to train us up




      so that we may know the LORD


C. The Real Story: God’s story of restoration



1. worked out through fulfillment of covenant by providing, protecting and sharing life with



2. worked out behind the scenes



3. always being worked out – in the present -  by “I AM”


D. Listening to His Voice (the key to receiving restoration)


1. we can not allow other things drown out His voice:

a. either the past (our sins or how the world has always worked) 

b. or the present (circumstances)

c. or the future (control of others to protect our status quo)

2. we must stay in the conversation 


a. so that we learn to listen better, hear His voice more easily


b. so that we continue to have experiences with Him


E. His Voice Gets Louder when we aren’t paying attention



1. By action that challenges our “gods”




i. b/c not listening to Him means we’re living according to what we want…and that is death

ii. since His desire for us is life, He will do whatever it takes for us to hear the truth

2. To reveal Himself as the Only God


i. so we experience His faithfulness and ability to bring life out of death


ii. so we are willing to be removed from under the burden of the lie


iii. which will make us free to serve Him and others in relationship (what we were made for)


F. His Voice Calls for Participation



1. Acting on His words indicates our true hearing



2. Action means full participation:




i. taking the Lamb (the Word) in relationship




ii. eating the Lamb (the Word) completely, all of it




iii. remaining under the Lamb’s death as protection



3. Action means full observation:




i. celebrating relationship with Him




ii. remembering His faithfulness to bring life




iii. sanctifying, setting self apart as committed to Him 


G. Establishing a Rhythm for the Newborn



1. God continues to redeem by making us worthy – His own holy people



2. The process of redemption continues through separation from the old life. . .



3. And then establishing a new rhythm for the new life




i. “stop & receive”  - be silent and still so you can see what He is doing, offering you and receive it

  (a time of resisting activity – “doing” to repay Him)




ii. “sow & grow”    - reiterate what He has done and let that grow in you (a time of waiting, contemplating

   His faithfulness)




iii. “reap & eat”      - gather His words daily and consume them, let them become part of you 




iv. “rest reflectively”- rest in His provision of life for you, remembering how faithful He has been in it


H. Training Begins



1. the grumbling must be dealt with b/c it is stopping us from going forward into His presence, His rhythm



2. His training will provide for the strengthening of the spirit (dependence on Him) by leading us to places




of need where He provides what we need in His timing in unexpected ways



3. His training will also provide for the weakening of the flesh by leading us to places of war (against the




flesh- areas where I let my desires control me) where victory is only had by dependence on Him


THE FIRST LAYER STORY

II. THE INVITATION









19:1-6


A. Where the proposal takes place and when



i. Mt. Sinai = thorny place



ii. called the Mountain of God



ii. in the third month  (Passover was the 15th of month 1; then 30/31 days of 2nd month; now into





            the third month = @ 46/47 days out from Passover)

B. Still by Grace













i. remember Divine Judgment -  what He did to Egypt, could have been you




ii. remember Divine Deliverance – how He delivered you on eagles’ wings – again & again




iii. remember Divine Drawing – how he brings you to Himself



C.  To a New Relationship











i. you can be My showpiece, My treasure that displays my sovereignty




ii. you can be My kingdom of priests, that mediates My grace to all nations




iii. you can be My holy nation, that manifests My character





…i.e. be My body in the world  (an intimate relationship of divine and human)


III. THE APPROACH/ENTRANCE







19:12-25

A. By free choice, assent to conditions


i. yes, we want to be intimately connected with you


ii. we will do everything you say








A. According to His Plan only




i. consecrated and washed




ii. ready for the third day (this adds 3 days to the 47 days = 50 days from Passover)




iii. respecting the boundaries



B. In Fear, Awe




i.  keeping distant, death if come too close 

ii. experiencing the “otherness” of God – thunder, lightning, thick cloud, smoke & fire, loud


trumpet sound, violent quake (He is not a specific form, static, able to be pinned down)




ii. a lasting fear


IV. THE LIVING ARRANGEMENTS 







20:1-26



A. Always in view of Grace




1. “I am the Lord your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt out of slavery”



B. In respectful relationship with God




1. “You shall have no other gods before Me”





-there shall be no other lovers, for this relationship will be a marriage of faithfulness





  and complete dependence, of two becoming one




2. “You shall not make for yourself an idol..or worship them”





=a real or imagined pictorial representation intended to be worshiped





-a statue gives shape and size and depth to the divine and helps people understand





   what their god is like  --  but God is inviting them to be His priests – to show the





   world what God is like through their lives




3.  “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain”





=misuse it, consider or carry it as empty or meaningless or ordinary




 
-as His priests they will carry His reputation, so speaking of Him (in word or deed) will





   claim what He is like as well as the importance of His presence




4.  “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy…rest”





-brings to mind that the Lord is creator, provider of life





-reminds them they aren’t slaves in Egypt anymore – their value doesn’t come from





   how many bricks they produce, but from the God who rescued them out of love.

( all of these emphasize the value of relationship over transactions - the new way of living over the old way of Egypt



C. In respectful relationship with others




1.  “Honor your father and mother”





-this is an exclusive relationship that taught dependence as the way to receive life




2.  “You shall not murder”





=to kill with forethought and intention





-taking the life of an image-bearer of God diminishes Him and takes away another’s 





  opportunity to see God and be God’s priest (relationship w/ others and w/ God)




3.  “You shall not commit adultery”





-carrying around the name of your relationship (covenant, faithful marriage) as 





    unimportant, and thus the reputation of God as a faithful covenant keeper.





-diminishes the important of the covenant partner’s presence as one with you




4.  “You shall not steal”  “You shall not bear false witness”  “You shall not covet”





-each of these is a striving to get for yourself, be your own provider, which, of course,





   says that God is not the provider of life





-takes away the provisions of God to others, as well as the relationship which they need 

  from you

( each of these corresponds to living in respectful relationship with God;

 all of these emphasize the value of relationship over transactions







the new way of living over the old way of Egypt


V.  THE PURPOSES



A. of the invitation




To give them free choice to be His




To give opportunity to try to have what is good by their accustomed way of living transactionally



B. the approach  (The Unapproachable Mountain)




To demonstrate the magnitude of the invitation




To demonstrate the power and “otherness” of the invitee




To protect from being consumed as an adulterer – coming into the marriage with lovers



C. the living arrangements  (The Law)




As a picture of what God values: relationship




To reveal the superiority of living in a relational kingdom over a transactional kingdom




To reveal people’s value of transactions  (“in order to test you”)




To instill fear of God as a boundary for sin until they are ready to give up living transactionally




Ultimately to bring them to a point of abandoning the old transactional life (self as “god”) 

so they would be ready to receive His transformational life


THE SECOND LAYER STORY


V. THIS HAS HAPPENED BEFORE  -  



A. God speaks to a group of people as intimates




-Adam and Eve in the garden  (Gen 2 & 3)



B. God speaks from a place of fire




-Adam and Eve being barred from the garden by angels with flaming swords




    Gen 3:23-24 “..the Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden, to cultivate the ground from which he was taken. So

 He drove the man out and at the east of the garden of Eden He stationed the cherubim and the flaming 

sword which turned every direction, to guard the way to the tree of life”

  (where is this? What type of place are they sent to?  Gen 3:17-18 “..cursed is the ground because of you…



in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life. Both thorns and thistles it shall grow for you…”)




-Moses in the wilderness

    Gen 3:2-6  “..Lord appeared to him in a blazing fire from the midst of a bush..God called to him..(and) said ‘Do not 

           come near here; remove your sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy 

           ground…Then Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God”  (Acts 7:35 – a thorn bush)

 (where is this?




    Ex 3:1 “Now Moses was pasturing the flock..and he led the flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to 

  Horeb, the mountain of God”

        Ex 3:12 “..Certainly I will be with you, and this shall be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: when you






have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God at this mountain.”



C. God with people




-Adam and Even in the garden, but being removed from His intimate presence




     Gen 3:8  “Lord God walking in the garden…(they) hid themselves from the presence of the Lord…”




-Moses, from burning bush till now -  (and in turn the Israelites in a secondary way)




     Ex 3:12  “Certainly I will be with you…”



(from garden with intimate fellowship of divine & human (loss of garden, loss of intimate fellowship b/w divine & human

     (to wilderness on “thorny” mountain with offer for intimate fellowship again b/w divine & human


THE THIRD LAYER STORY


VI. THIS WILL HAPPEN AGAIN  -  to make a faithful relationship possible


A.  God will speak to a group of people as intimates




-Jesus to those who believe




    Jn 15:14-27   “You are My friends, if you do what I command you. No longer do I call you slaves…You did not choose

                                                            Me, but I chose you and appointed you, that you should go and bear fruit …love one another…and you will 



bear witness (of Me)…”


B.  God will speak from a place of fire



-Jesus’ death and resurrection



    Heb 12:18-29  “For you have not come to a mountain that can be touched…but you have come to Mt. Zion (=a guiding

           sign as a wilderness) and to the city of the living God…and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant…therefore since

           we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God a acceptable

           service with reverence and awe; for our God is a consuming fire.”




   Jn 19:5         “Jesus…came out, wearing the crown of thorns…”




    Mt 27:45-52  “…darkness fell upon all the land..the veil of the temple was torn (the barrier to God – w/ cherubim on it)

…and the earth shook, and the rocks were split and the tombs were opened; and…saints were raised…”




    Jn 19:41        “in the place where He was crucified there was a garden and in the garden a new tomb…”




    Mt 27:64       “…give orders for the grave to be made secure until the third day…”




   Mt 28:2-3       “..a severe earthquake had occurred, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and

 rolled away the stone…and his appearance was like lightning…”




   Mt. 28:9         “Then Jesus said to them ‘Do not be afraid…’”




   Mt. 28:16-17  “But the 11 disciples proceeded to Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had designated. And when 

they saw Him, they worshiped Him…”


  Lk 24:44-47   “…all things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses..must be fulfilled…the Christ should



           suffer and rise again from the dead the third day and that repentance for forgiveness of sins should



          be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem.”

C.  God with/in people


-Jesus to disciples


    Mat 28:20  “…and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age..”


-Jesus about all who believe in Him


    Jn 17:20-23  “..for those also who believe in Me through their word; that they may all be one; even as Thou



             Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be in Us; that the world may believe that



             Thou didst send Me. And the glory which Thou has given Me I have given them; that they may



             May be one, just as We are one; I in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be perfected in unity,



            That the world may know that Thou didst send Me and didst love them, even as Thou didst love Me.”


-the Holy Spirit on those who believe


     Acts 2:1-11   “And when the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place and suddenly there came



             from heaven a noise like a violent, rushing wind…and there appeared to them tongues as of fire


            distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of them and they were filled with the Holy Spirit and



            began to speak with other tongues….we hear them in our own tongues speaking the the mighty deeds of God.”


( from thorny, wilderness mountain to new life in a garden ( AN INTIMATE RELATION OF DIVINE AND HUMAN

 REALIZED 

VII. SO, WHAT DOES THIS STORY HAVE TO DO WITH US?


1. Knowing we can approach the throne of God through Christ
-WITH BOLDNESS RATHER THAN FEAR



-RECEIVING MERCY AND GRACE,

 -BEING COUNTED AS FAITHFUL IN RELATIONSHIP


2. We can live in constant gratitude
-OFFERING OURSELVES TO GOD AS OUR LORD – THE I AM

-GLADLY ALLOWING HIS DESIRES CONTROL ME

-WHICH IS MY ACCEPTABLE SERVICE OF REVERENCE AND AWE.

3. The ten commandments are no longer a tutor for me, a list to try to live up to, but…


-A REMINDER OF WHAT GOD IS DOING IN ME

      
-A REMINDER THAT HOW HE IS DOING THAT IN ME… IS GOOD (it’s all grace!)

 (leading me to wars w/ my flesh, coming to the end of myself, abandoning myself as god) 

-A REMINDER THAT THIS IS WHAT HE HAS MADE ME FOR – RELATIONSHIP

  WITH HIM AND OTHERS

VIII. APPLICATION
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