EXODUS

Lesson 6  -  “The Training Begins”

Exodus 17-18
I. Review:


A. Key Verse:  Ex 6:6-8  “…I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from their bondage. I will also redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments. Then I will take you for My people, and I will be your God; and you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. And I will bring you to the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and I will give it to you for a possession. I am the LORD.”


B. Theme:  “I AM” brings us out of bondage 




      into the wilderness




      in order to train us up




      so that we may know the LORD


C. The Real Story: God’s story of restoration



1. worked out through fulfillment of covenant by providing, protecting and sharing life with



2. worked out behind the scenes



3. always being worked out – in the present -  by “I AM”


D. Listening to His Voice (the key to receiving restoration)


1. we can not allow other things drown out His voice:

a. either the past (our sins or how the world has always worked) 

b. or the present (circumstances)

c. or the future (control of others to protect our status quo)

2. we must stay in the conversation 


a. so that we learn to listen better, hear His voice more easily


b. so that we continue to have experiences with Him


E. His Voice Gets Louder when we aren’t paying attention



1. By action that challenges our “gods”




i. b/c not listening to Him means we’re living according to what we want…and that is death

ii. since His desire for us is life, He will do whatever it takes for us to hear the truth

2. To reveal Himself as the Only God


i. so we experience His faithfulness and ability to bring life out of death


ii. so we are willing to be removed from under the burden of the lie


iii. which will make us free to serve Him and others in relationship (what we were made for)


F. His Voice Calls for Participation



1. Acting on His words indicates our true hearing



2. Action means full participation:




i. taking the Lamb (the Word) in relationship




ii. eating the Lamb (the Word) completely, all of it




iii. remaining under the Lamb’s death as protection



3. Action means full observation:




i. celebrating relationship with Him




ii. remembering His faithfulness to bring life




iii. sanctifying, setting self apart as committed to Him 


G. Establishing a Rhythm for the Newborn



1. God continues to redeem by making us worthy – His own holy people



2. The process of redemption continues through separation from the old life. . .



3. And then establishing a new rhythm for the new life




i. “stop & receive”  - be silent and still so you can see what He is doing, offering you and receive it

  (a time of resisting activity – “doing” to repay Him)




ii. “sow & grow”    - reiterate what He has done and let that grow in you (a time of waiting, contemplating

   His faithfulness)




iii. “reap & eat”      - gather His words daily and consume them, let them become part of you 




iv. “rest reflectively”- rest in His provision of life for you, remembering how faithful He has been in it

II. TRAINING THE GRUMBLING OUT OF US



A. The LORD has demonstrated His goodness by bringing out, delivering, redeeming and begun the 

     process of making them His.



B. Now He must train them in the truth that will prepare them to walk the journey: I WILL BE YOUR GOD




1. their continued grumbling indicates this is not a truth they have embraced yet





i. Ex 17:7  “Is the LORD with us or not?”




ii. I Cor 10:1-14  “…all passed through the sea,..ate the same spiritual food…drink…with most of them God

 was not well-pleased…these things happened as examples for us, that we should NOT CRAVE

 EVIL THINGS…FLEE FROM IDOLATRY”



iii. Ps 78:11-53  “..they forgot His deeds, and His miracles that He had shown them…He divided the sea…





He led them with the cloud…He split the rocks in the wilderness and gave them abundant





Drink..yet they still continued to sin against Him, to rebel…and in their heart they put





God to the test…they did not believe in God and did not trust in His salvation…”




2. w/o this truth there will be no life





i. I Cor 10:5  …”they were laid low in the wilderness…” 





ii. Heb 3:7-11  …”(they) tried Me by testing Me…and saw My works…(yet) hey did not know My ways…







they shall not enter My rest.”



3. the grumbling must be dealt with





i. grumbling = to be obstinate, to stop going forward in God’s rhythm





ii. crave = to have affections directed toward something; to long after





iii. evil things = recede, retire, retreat in battle





iv. grumbling = craving evil things, idolatry, living by the flesh

iv. God intends us to go forward, out of bondage, into His presence, letting Him be God to us,

     but this will mean war. When I “crave evil things” like the Israelites, I desire to NOT go 

    forward into His presence, but go back to world’s ways, “be a slave”. Idolaters are slaves 

    of idols.

III. STRENGTHENING THE SPIRIT – DISCIPLINING THE FLESH



A. What’s Going On? 
- Living by the Flesh






Ex 17



1. The need – water  (how and why did they get here?)

2. The desire – immediate gratification – “Give us water (NOW)!” (grumbling) (


leading to doubt, unbelief “Is the Lord with us or not?”

3. The provision:


i. what: water = Spirit  (Jn 7:37-39)


ii. how: out of rock that was struck = Jesus (I Cor 10:4)


iv. who:  the LORD, who stands upon the rock (water, rock and Lord identified as one)

( the provision is for strengthening their spirit (dependence on Him)         I AM YOUR GOD
4. The provision:


i. what: war (how and why did they get here?)


ii. who: the Amalekites – grandson of Esau   (gen 36:12)



a. sold birthright for lust of flesh
      (gen 25:30-34)



b. lives away from dew of heaven    (gen 27:39-40)



c. lives by sword


“



d. does not fear God

     (deut 25:17-19)



e. attacks from rear


“



f. attacks when faint and weary

“


iii. how: 

a. by God’s strength (staff of God in Moses’ outstretched hand) comes victory


-requires continued dependence on Him


-requires continued help from others

b. w/o God’s strength comes defeat


-we can’t win war against flesh on our own



( the provision is for weakening the flesh (independence from the flesh)      I AM YOUR GOD

B. What’s Going On?   - Living by the Spirit






Ex 18



1. The need:  to share the story (his experiences with God)

2. The desire: to share his story (he names his sons according to his story - & he has more to tell)

3. The provision:

i. what: a visitor who has heard about Lord’s actions, interested in hearing more

ii. who: Jethro (father-in-law), wife and kids

iii. how: by visitor listening, receiving the life/Spirit shared

  by declaring God’s goodness

by attributing worth to God’s story (worship)

by consuming bread of heaven in a covenant meal

( the provision is for strengthening the spirit (encouraging joyful dependence) I AM YOUR GOD
4. The provision:

i. what: wise counsel

ii. for whom: Moses and rest of Israel

iii. how: by listening and following godly counsel

  by teaching, enlightening Israel with what God has shown him

  



  by sharing the work with others

( The provision is for strengthening the spirit (sharing dependence)                 I AM YOUR GOD
IV. FLUSHING OUT MY INDEPENDENCE


A. My desires control me  (I idolize….



-my plan



-my timing



-my gratification



-my abilities


B. This is how “Egypt” works – that’s why there are lots of gods


C. God leads me to battles that will weaken/destroy these idols

V. BUILDING MY DEPENDENCE


A. God’s presence controls me



-His plans  (bringing me to places that require dependence – places of no water, places of war)



-His timing (when He knows I’m ready – He’s given me enough experiences with His faithfulness that

 I have the ability to choose His strength over mine)



-His identification  (He ordains His Son’s life as mine, His Son’s spirit to live in me – and He






jealously desires to be as one)



-His provision  (He gives me nourishment and abilities {gifts of the Spirit} to be used as avenues for 





His life/Spirit to be shared with others)


B. This is how God’s good life in His kingdom works


C. God provides me with His life in the midst of the wilderness journey,

    and others’ lives to share the journey with.

VI.  APPLICATION


-my grumbling areas…

my areas of idolatry…

my refusals to go through the battles –with Him as my banner-- to see that His 

rhythms are indeed life
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