EXODUS

Lesson 3  -  “The Voice Gets Louder”

Exodus 7-10
I. Review:


A. Key Verse:  Ex 6:6-8  “…I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from their bondage. I will also redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments. Then I will take you for My people, and I will be your God; and you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. And I will bring you to the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and I will give it to you for a possession. I am the LORD.”


B. Theme:  “I AM” brings us out of bondage 




      into the wilderness




      in order to train us up




      so that we may know the LORD


C. The Real Story: God’s story of restoration



1. worked out through fulfillment of covenant by providing, protecting and sharing life with



2. worked out behind the scenes



3. always being worked out – in the present -  by “I AM”


D. Listening to His voice is the key to receiving restoration


1. we can not allow other things drown out His voice:

a. either the past (our sins or how the world has always worked) 

b. or the present (circumstances)

c. or the future (control of others to protect our status quo)

2. we must stay in the conversation 


a. so that we learn to listen better, hear His voice more easily


b. so that we continue to have experiences with Him

II. INTRODUCTION


A. A child’s way of thinking


1. “Life” is being free to do whatever he wants



2. The world presents this as the ultimate goal



3. A parent teaches otherwise – This is really death

B. God’s way of thinking


1. Doing whatever you want is a life of bondage



i. it forces you to control others (so your desires get met)



ii. which in turn puts them in bondage



iii. thus it alienates you from others (and God)



iv. all of which is death, because you were created for relationship


2. God’s desire for you is true life with Him

i. where you are free to serve Him in relationship

  (b/c in that relationship He provides everything you need)

ii. thus it frees you to serve others in relationship

iii. all of which is life, because it is what you have been created for



3. God will do whatever it takes for you to hear this truth




i. so you will be willing to be removed from under the burden of the lie

III. GOD SPEAKS










A. Why: 



1. To answer Pharaoh’s challenge:  Who is this God & Why should I obey His voice (5:2)



i. by revealing Who He Is  (The only God)




ii. by revealing What He Does  (offers new, free life)



2. To defend His covenant people




(Gen 15:13-14)



i. by identifying them as His first-born




ii. by setting them apart from most of the judgments


B. How:



1. by increasing the volume of His voice/actions’



2. with judgments against false gods




Ex 12:12

C. To Whom:



1. Those inattentive to His voice  -  Pharaoh and most of Egyptians



2. Those who are only half-listening  -  sons of Israel


D. By what means:



1. using those who are learning to listen to His voice



2. directing them in being His voice 

IV.  THE STORY OF WHAT GOD SAYS


A. His call:








5:1-3


1. Let My people go  (LET GO!)



2. A 3 days journey into the wilderness



3. To celebrate a feast to Me, serving Me


B. His introduction:







7:8-12


1. Miracle of the staff into serpent  (pix of authority and power)



2. Magicians turn several staffs into serpents (many authorities and powers)



3. God’s serpent eats all their serpents  (He alone is The Authority and Power)


C. 3 Sets of 3 Plagues:

The First Set of Plagues


1. BLOOD


2. FROGS


3. DUST TO GNATS


(lasted 7 days)

“gods”
Hapi=deified the Nile,

Heqt=frog-headed goddess,
Geb=god of earth, ground

attacked
god of life;


symbol of fertility; frogs


Osiris=god of underworld
were sacred & could not


Nile was his blood

be killed

depended
to give sustenance

to resurrect, life after death


on its power

when Moses is

to present it
go in am to Ph at water

go to Ph


do it

warning
yes



yes



no

magician’s
duplicates


duplicates


could not duplicate

response
(brings more death)

(brings more death)

“this is finger of God”


unable to bring back life

unable to bring back life

God’s command
Let go



Let go

Ph’s response
hard heart, did not listen

hard heart, did not listen

hard heart, did not listen


“no concern”


(gets to define timing – tomorrow)

RESULT: 
 The LORD’s power is shown to be greater than the power of the religious leaders and their gods

GOD’S

PURPOSE:   
(7:17)  To know God is LORD  -  the all-powerful, self-existent one

The Second Set of Plagues

4. INSECTS


5. PESTILENCE

6. ASHES TO BOILS

“gods”
Kepher=


Apis the bull=housed

The priesthood=always

attacked
Scarab beetle


soul of Osiris, personified
bathing to keep pure;


an emblem to


pharaohs courage, strength
Imhotep=physician god;


protect hearts of


Hathor=cow-goddess of love
Thoth= god of healing


dead till resurrection

happiness, perfect motherhood

depended on
to give assurance of

to give wealth, happiness
to heal, bring holiness

when Moses is

to present it
go in am to Ph at water

go to Ph


do it

warning
yes – tomorrow (time to repent)
yes – tomorrow (time to repent)
no

magician’s
(silence)


(silence)


could not stand before Moses

response

God’s command
Let go



Let go



Let go

Ph’s response
“go w/in the land”

hard heart, 


hard heart


“Don’t go far”


did not let people go

did not listen


Hard heart, did not let go

RESULT:
Egyptian Priests unable to stand;  God’s people remain standing (b/c God separated, protected them)

PURPOSE:
(8:22)  To know the LORD is in the midst of the land  (He is everywhere, not confined)

The Third Set of Plagues

7. HAIL


8. LOCUSTS


9. DARKNESS










   (lasts 3 days)

“gods”
Nut=goddess of sky

Seth=god of crops

Ra=god of sun, creator

attacked
Osiris=god of vegetation




Toth=patron of science,










literature, wisdom

depended on
to bring precipitation, protection
for livelihood


for life, wisdom

Moses presents
go in am to stand before Ph
go to Ph


do it

Warning
yes –tomorrow + safety instruct.
Yes –names need - humility

no

Magician’s
(silent)



“let them go!


(silent – no one rose for

Response




we are ruined”



3 days)

God’s command
Let go



How long refuse humility?

RESULT:
Egyptians unable to see anything for 3 days – Pharaoh rejects LORD; but Israel has LIGHT

PURPOSE:
(9:14)  To know there is no one like LORD in all the earth (only He can bring back to life)

IV. PHARAOH RESPONDS TO HIS LOUDER VOICE with:


A. Pride

7:22

acts as sole power over own life


B. False Repentance
8:15, 9:34
asks God’s help, not honor Him when answered



C. Refusal to submit
8:19

see God’s power, authority, don’t listen


D. Compromise

8:25-32

opportunity for good and work it for own advantage


E. Unbelief

9:27

opportunity to believe and don’t


F. Habitual sin

9:34

continue to let sin deceive (think it brings life)


G. Presumption

10:28

confronted with truth and turn away

…each producing a subsequent hardness of heart, distance from God’s voice

(when God hardens He gives free rein to the choice to distance self )

V.  MOSES RESPONDS TO HIS LOUDER VOICE:


A. Previously:



1. tried to do God’s work for Him in own strength



2. then afraid, not wanting to speak



3. willing to remain in conversation, learning to listen


B. Now:

	Exodus 7

Serpent; Blood
	Listens to God
	Speaks to Aaron


	Aaron speaks to P

Aaron uses staff
	

	Exodus 8

Frogs, Gnats, Insects
	Listens to God
	Speaks to Phar

Speaks to Ph boldly-

 Do it God’s way
	Aaron uses staff
	Speaks to God for Phar (2x)



	Exodus 9

Pestilence, Boils, Hail
	Listens to God
	Speaks to Phar

Tells Ph truth @ his

heart
	Moses throws dust

Moses uses staff-hail
	Speaks to God for Phar

	Exodus 10

Locusts, Darkness
	Listens to God
	Mos & Aar speak

Moses speaks boldly

to Ph @ who will go

Speaks boldy again,

 Leaves Phar
	Moses uses staff-locusts

Moses uses hand –

                     darkness
	



…each experience with God’s power and presence produces a softness of heart, drawing Moses closer to I AM, giving him freedom to serve with confidence

VI.  THE AUDIENCE  (who “hears” these conversations b/w God, Moses & Pharaoh?)


A. Pharaoh  -  who does not listen


B. Egyptians
 -  most do not listen, some do listen


C. Sons of Israel  -  are they listening, or half-listening?


D. Moses & Aaron  -  continuing to listen


E. other nations  -  some are listening

…our mode of listening to God is not just between us – it has far-reaching effects on those around us

          VII.  So, what does that have to do with today?


A. God is I AM, what He was doing then, He is still doing today…



1. bringing us out from under the burdens of the world’s thinking/ways



2. battling false gods  in our lives and others – their inability to bring life, only death



3. showing Himself to be the One and Only God, the only source of life



4. demonstrating His ability to bring life out of death

…are we listening?  …
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