EXODUS

Lesson 2  -  “The Voice Behind the Scenes”

Exodus 4-7:7
I. Review:


A. Key Verse:  Ex 6:6-8  “…I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from their bondage. I will also redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments. Then I will take you for My people, and I will be your God; and you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. And I will bring you to the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and I will give it to you for a possession. I am the LORD.”


B. Theme:  “I AM” brings us out of bondage 




      into the wilderness




      in order to train us up




      so that we may know the LORD


C. The Real Story: God’s story of restoration



1. worked out through fulfillment of covenant by providing, protecting and sharing life with



2. worked out behind the scenes



3. always being worked out – in the present -  by “I AM”
II. “LISTENING” FOR HIS VOICE


A. Faith comes from hearing His word


1. God speaks by revealing Himself

i. by name: “I am the LORD” = Yahweh = the self-existent, ever-present one

ii. by character: 

a. He cares

b. He sees, hears

iii. by action:


a. He provides


b. He remains present “with you”

iv. by promise

B. Hardness comes from not hearing His word


1. We don’t hear when we choose to focus primarily on other things



i. ourselves



ii. our circumstances



iii. our inabilities


2. When we don’t listen, we choose to forfeit a personal experience of Him




i. our spirits remain “small”



ii. our circumstances loom large, as we see less of the spiritual reality 



iii. we lose sense of where to run, or to run at all

III. LEARNING TO “LISTEN”







4:1-28


A. Don’t allow the past to drown out His voice



1. The past is how things were, how things always worked



2. God’s plans aren’t thwarted by our past sins



3. God doesn’t work the way the world works


B. God speaks to Moses



1. by name: “I AM”,  The LORD




3:14-15



2. by action: He provides 3 “signs” for Moses:





i. staff into serpent  -  God’s power over earthly authority




ii. hand into leprous  -  God’s ability to overcome death-like status




iii. Nile water on ground to blood  -  God’s power over life and death



3. by sharing His life: 




i. He will be with him, his mouth



4. by character:




i. He hears Moses’ desire  and gives him Aaron


C. Moses response to God



1. What:  focuses on what he is not able to do:




i. be believed




ii. be listened to




iii. be eloquent




…and eventually obedience



2. Why: fear




i. of inabilities




iii. of being “outside the box” – not using known ways to accomplish goal




iv. of failure



3. How: through conversation in relationship





i. questioning




ii. requesting


D. God responds



1. with anger over unbelief (a declaration of His unfaithfulness)



2. with provision according to Moses’ wishes (gives him Aaron)



3. with loss of privilege, experience  (public speaking; priesthood)



4. with protection – all men who sought his life are now dead; God seeks his life to give





     him opportunity to choose faithfulness to Him above all else



5. with direction, teaching

IV.  PRETENDING TO “LISTEN”  (or “half-listening”)



      4:30-31, 5:5-21, 6:6-27


A. Allowing the present to drown out His voice



1. the present here is seeing only the first level circumstances



2. when life is going smoothly we “hear” God’s goodness, working



3. when circumstances turn sour we start to find our own way out


B. God speaks to sons of Israel



1. by name: “I AM”, “I am the LORD”, “God of your fathers…”



2. by action:  Moses’ 3 signs



3. by character: sending Moses and Aaron with His care and sight of their affliction



4. by promise:  




i. bring out from under burdens




ii. deliver from bondage




iii. redeem  with outstretched arm




iv. take you for My people




v. be your God




vi. bring you to the land




vii. give you possession


C. Israel responds to God




1. What:  focuses on their circumstances




i. believed when they saw Moses’ miracles







ii. worshipped when they heard Lord’s concern







iii. cried to Pharaoh when circumstances got harder





     
iv. grumbled & blamed Moses and Aaron for circum.






v. despised their bad standing with Pharaoh 







vi. did not listen after circumstances worsened




vii. disregard for leadership positions



2. Why: 




i. fear of not getting what they want




ii. despondency (small spirit – allowing circum. to cause you






   to shrink back from spiritual realities)




iii. cruel bondage 



3. How: through complaining behind God’s back




i. no questions




ii. no requests




iv. no dialogue of relationship 


D. God responds



1. honors their distance by providing them experience of spectators

V. REFUSING TO “LISTEN”






           5:1-19, 6:1, 7:3-6

A. Allowing the future to drown out His voice



1. the future here looks like giving up control



2. trying to control others with tighter reins in order to “protect” our comfort



3. refusing to acknowledge God’s right to be honored freely by His people


B. God speaks to Pharaoh



1. by name: the LORD, the God of Israel


C. Pharaoh responds to God



1. What: focuses on who he is  (god/ god’s repesentative, ruler of his own land)




i. refuses to acknowledge God’s authority or invitation





ii. refuses to let others honor Him









iii. assures others not have time to listen by providing busy lives






2. Why: 




i. fear of the cost





-loss of control





-change





-lifestyle, position, authority, comfort, all threatened



3. How: through oppression, aggression toward vulnerable 





D. God responds



1. begins process of compelling Pharaoh, defending His children




i. by using Pharaoh’s already hard heart




ii. in order to make Egypt know/experience Him as LORD

VI.  APPLICATION

How we choose to engage with God – 


learning to listen, (hear/see/experience/look for His faithfulness to covenant) OR


half-listening, (“pretending” you believe He’s faithful as long as things go well)  OR


refusing to listen (not caring to look for/experience/believe that He is working for the good of all)

…is really a determination of how close we want to be involved with Him, and the farther away we want to be, the less experiences we have with Him and the harder our hearts become toward Him because He isn’t “there” to inform, grow our hearts












