EXODUS

Lesson 1  -  “Behind the Scenes”

Exodus 1-3
I. Review:


A. Key Verse:  Ex 6:6-8  “…I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from their bondage. I will also redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments. Then I will take you for My people, and I will be your God; and you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. And I will bring you to the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and I will give it to you for a possession. I am the LORD.”


B. Theme:  “I AM” brings us out of bondage 




      into the wilderness




      in order to train us up




      so that we may know the LORD

II. WHOSE STORY IS IT?


A. God’s Workings – restoring to mature relationship


1. “And…”  - continuation of the restoration story – through covenant:




i. What it is:  a solemn, binding agreement made by passing b/w pieces of flesh




ii. Purpose: to redeem from death, equip for life




iii. Basis:  Love




iv. What a covenant partner does: protects, provides, shares life, becomes one –








  always there




iv. Everything God does is based on covenant



2. story background:




i. God calls Abraham




ii. God promises Abraham and descendants a covenant for life




iii. God begins to fulfill covenant promise with miraculous birth of Isaac




iv. God continues to fulfill covenant with birth of Jacob and his 12 sons


B. God’s Focus  -  His people



1. restoring a relationship of intimate friendship

2. by building a people for Himself from “ground up” – i.e. growing children

3. who will, in turn, be His body in the world to be fruitful, gathering more children to

    grow into mature, intimate friendship with Him

C. God’s Attention  -  individuals


1. providing opportunities to play roles in this restoration


2. through His unexpected wisdom and power

III. STORY LAYERS


A. First layers – the circumstances we see


B. Second layers  -  the unexpected results or responses from the the first layer stories


C. Behind the Scenes -  the real story












