FIRST LAYER STORY



SECOND LAYER STORY



BEHIND THE SCENES STORY

	Ex 1:1-7 

Jacob’s sons leave Promised land to escape famine           
	Find Joseph in position to receive and help;

-Prosper in best of land

-Increase in number and might
	-protection from political, foreign battles thru-out Israel at time

-provision to develop as one nation. Israel a place divided geographically by mts.



	Ex 1:8-14

Sons of Israel become unknowns, threat

-needed for economic purposes

-feared for their power

-enslaved to build world power
	Multiplied more the more they were afflicted
	-giving opportunity for Amorites to come to Him. When they reach pt of no return God will use Israel to judge and destroy them.

-humility – they had lost their sense of need, dependence on God and took on world’s “gods” (Ez 20) – so lost touch with spiritual reality

-understanding and personal awareness of the ugliness of oppression,

 all so they would be able to be “God’s body”, protecting His Holy name



	Ex 1:15-2:10

Young males of Israel become threats

-midwives ordered to kill newborn boys

-all people charged to kill baby boys by throwing into Nile river
	-Egyptian midwives feared God

-midwives save a generation of baby boys

-Egyptian “pagan” midwives blessed by God

-Moses, a Levite, hidden in “ark”

-Moses found & adopted by royal daughter

-Moses nurtured & raised by own Hebrew 

   family

-Moses’ parents paid – provided for & protected

-Moses knows his heritage

-Moses educated in Egyptian learning

-Moses brought up privileged, royalty


	-protects the Jewish line of the covenant, i.e. the “seed” – Jesus Christ

-providing a picture of the true deliverer to come

-protecting the life of the deliverer and the way of deliverance

-training, preparation for His chosen leader

	Ex 2:11-14

Moses defends his people
	-Moses thinks his people understand he is 

   delivering them  (Acts 7)

-his own people reject him
	-providing experience in inability to deliver on own

-given opportunity to choose “sides” – must be all Egyptian or all Israelite (provides life, b/c standing in the middle is always death)



	Ex 2:15

Pharoah seeks to kill Moses
	-Moses flees to pagan (Gentile) people in the 

   desert (wilderness)


	-provides opportunity for humility

	Ex 2:16-22

Moses helps, protects shepherdesses
	-Moses finds a home and family
	-providing wilderness training, desert survival, 

   experience as an alien & exile

-providing opportunity for time away from 

   voices of the world, better able to hear God

-provides introduction to the covenant for 

   Gentiles



	Ex 2:23-25

Israel sighs, cries b/c of bondage
	-God hears groaning

-God remembers covenant

-God sees them as children

-God experiences, feels their pain (has 

  compassion)
	-provides reminder of His faithfulness to 

   covenant: the 400 years foretold have been 

   accomplished

-their sighs indicate their recognition of the 

   “death” of their living

-their cries signal their readiness to look to God 

   for life



	Ex 3:1-5

Moses sees the burning bush
	-God call Moses by name

-God tells him not to come close

-God tells him to take off his shoes
	-establishing, providing personal relationship

-begins to reveal His character (share His life), 

   so that Moses can relate to Him honestly

-provides recognition of His uniqueness, 

   transcendence (His presence makes 

   everywhere holy)

	Ex 3:6-9

God reveals Himself as his God and the God of Covenant (“of they father, Ab, Is, Jac”)
	-God tells Moses what he’s seen and “felt” and 

   what HE intends to do

   --to deliver from death

   --to bring them to life, the good land
	-providing a touchstone for remembering that 

   He is faithful to His covenant (His memorial 

   name)

-assurance that HE will be the defender, HE 

   will be the deliverer



	Ex 3:10-15

God tells Moses He is sending him to do the delivering
	-Moses questions God about who he is & who

    HE is

-God answers his fears by presenting His own 

    credentials:

   “I AM” – self-existent one, always present

   God of Ab, Is, Jac – Covenant God - Faithful
	-assurance of HIS presence

-assurance that His faithfulness is always

    sufficient for life

	Ex 3:16-22

God sends Moses to elders of Israel to tell of God’s visit and His care and planned delivery
	God reveals the unexpected story of deliverance

-elders will listen to Moses

-they will go before Pharoah

-Pharoah will not listen

-God will do miracles

-they will be delivered w/ abundance
	-assurance of His utter faithfulness to Covenant

    by confirming the exact details of the 

    promise made to Abraham 400 years ago



IV.  THE PLAYWRIGHT DIRECTOR is always in control of the story – It is HIS Story, after all



A. Scenes 




1. He takes a boy sold into slavery  




and makes him a ruler who will save his family




2. He takes a famine that threatens to extinguish a small family
and makes a peaceful place for them to flourish




3. He takes oppression





and uses it to increase His people in number and might




4. He takes disobedience to a powerful king



and blesses Gentile midwives with families




5. He takes an intended place of death (Nile)



and turns it into a  vehicle for life for Moses




6. He takes an edict to kill





and turns it into an opportunity for a leader to be protected 

and formed




7. He takes “common” arrogance, (which always gives death)
and turns it into an opportunity to be rejected & needy




8. He takes a fearful flight





and turns it into an opportunity to learn humility and give 

life to others




9. He takes a lengthy time of hard living



and turns it into a cry for real life




10. He takes a humbled priest/prince turned shepherd

and turns him into a savior



B. The Storyline in a nutshell



God’s faithfulness to Covenant in the present is more real than whatever we see right now
V. Application

