EXODUS

Lesson 0  -  Overview

I. Introduction

II. OLD TESTAMENT OVERVIEW – understanding Exodus in context


A. Big Picture of beginnings, beginning again



-Genesis



- “Father Abraham” – the friend who walked with God


B. Preparation for the Promised Land


-Exodus



-baby/toddler stages  (“sons of Israel”)




-establishing the bond



-Leviticus



-pre-school stage




-establishing boundaries



-Numbers



-primary and secondary school stages




-opportunities for responsible living w/in safe boundaries



-Deuteronomy



-college stage




-instruction/preparation for living in the land


C. Entering the Land


-Joshua



-entering the adult world




-experiences in battles to make your place


D. Living in the Land


-Judges



-fully engaged adult




-freedom to taste the world or God



-Ruth



-marriage




-rescued from being alone in the world



-I & II Samuel



-counseling




-help for living faithfully



-I & II Kings, Chronicles



-choosing world’s ways




-reminders of God’s faithfulness to relationship



-Ezra – Song of Solomon



-living world’s ways




-warnings and reminders of available abundant life



-The Prophets (Isaiah – Malachi)



-living unaware of own compromised life




-calling back to faithful relationship with God

III. THEME OVERVIEW


A. The God who is “I AM”


1. correcting the cultural view of “territorial gods”



2. correcting the static view of a past/future god



3. establishing the truth of the ever-present God




i. who is delivering, is protecting, is providing, is caring for


B. The Wilderness


1. our company




i. Jesus, Paul, Abraham, Moses, Gomer



2. our need




i. rescue/deliverance




ii. to be taken away from all other voices



3. our experience




i. bonding




ii. to be taken to Him wholly, experiencing Him as I AM


C. The Training


1. As children schooled




i. beginning with boundaries as an expression of love




ii. “don’t touch!”



2. A process, which will lead to mature freedom




i. tight boundaries giving way to opportunities of more and more freedom




ii. sometimes 2 steps forward, 1 backward



3. To prepare us for what is to come




i. not always ready for the responsibilities of life




ii. we don’t know what is coming next


D. The Knowing


1. Experiencing His full sufficiency



2. Experiencing our insufficiency (grumbling, disobedience…)



3. Experiencing His Presence



4. Experiencing our need to be in His Presence

IV. EXODUS OVERVIEW


A. Key Words:  land; speak; sight; bring out; water; wilderness; heart; fire; cry; serve




“that you may know the LORD”


B. Key Verse:  Ex 6:6-8  “…I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from their bondage. I will also redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments. Then I will take you for My people, and I will be your God; and you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. And I will bring you to the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and I will give it to you for a possession. I am the LORD.”


C. Theme:  “I AM” brings us out of bondage 




      into the wilderness




      in order to train us up




      so that we may know the LORD



1. Slavery…by God’s wisdom



2. Deliverance…by God’s power



3. Schooling…by God’s presence




i. dependence on His leading, provision, protection




ii. obedience to His protective boundaries




iii. accessing His faithful presence

V. APPLICATION

   {The PLAN of                          --------------------------{The PROCESS of restoration}----------------------------------


       restoration}   


 








